





This summer, Marvels greatest 
heroes and villains come to life in 

the Marvel OverPower Card Gare! 
This collectable card game from Fleer 
features stunning new artwork by 
the greatest artists in the industry. 
Get ready. t's Clobberin’ Time! 
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Undoubtedly come up against some opponent who constantly © SwrPees cues Du thugh 
) 


esac ide tor Tm Mp 
pasate Gb ers a amok Marl, Palio 


snickers at you while playing, who tries to hide a smirk as he 
draws a card—even those who when they kill you laugh aloud 


in that "You're such a loser!" tone, drone Aor Was bo 

‘When everyone wasa beginner, we could sit around playing cerrado Ex Bad th, ram, 
Magi, cracking jokes, gyving high fives to our teammates, ard ne Sos es Gg tin, Sh Mase Ses Be are, 
Just acting ke a bunch of fools. It was great. But to some peo- pares 


ple, Magic: The Gathering soon became Magic The Only Way of Ogg 

Life, Playing just to have fun was no longer valid. To certain types Fe gn oe 

of people, it seemed victory was the only thing that mattered. ct con ple 
‘When these supremely annoying people win, they won't See eee Ge 

let anyone forget it, but when they lose, they nearly cry, “ert Sa lehwl ol oso, Me 

and refse to accept that the game was fr. Such sore losers jes onto al 

and sore winners are pitiul. | have two words for them, and WIZARD PRESS 











for everyone else who plays any sort of competitive game she ab Sms 
and thinks of It as the most important events in their ives: a Falon 
lighten vpl cen haa lao 





Don’t get me wrong: | still love the game, But | refuse to 
have anything to do with this ultraserious type of oppo- 
nent. And that’s what | think everyone should do. Instead 
‘of having to deal with the aggravation of these people, sim- 
ply stop playing against them. These days, | choose who | 
duel with very carefully. IFyou're out to have fun and enjoy 
the game, I'l gladly play. But if | find that you take the 
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game as hardcore, over-the-top realty, then Iwor’t be play. 

ing Magic with you, a supe) THBD 4 SAS 
(OF course, ifit came down to playing an overserious oppo- eel 

nent or being chased by the six-foot-tall, 300-pound Germany he ae (8) 258358 

shepherd that lives near my house, Ill play the game—W’s far ADVERTISING SALES 

less hazardous. : ree Whe Kets 
Games were meant to be fun— é oo 

nothing more, nothing less. Let’s make ae 

sure Magicstays that way. sales 
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Coming this Fall to the world of Shadowfist... 


SHADOWEIST FLAVER’S GUIDE 
By Rob Heinsoo and Robin D. Laws with John Tynes 


Hows can I make my deck stronger and win more 
games? 


‘What are the nastiest card combos around? 


And just how di these cyborg monkeys get mixed up 
swith 19th-Contury Shao martial artists anyway? 


‘The SHADOWFIST PLAYER'S GUIDE answers 
these questions and many others. Chapters cover 
the strategies of deck design, the taeties of game 
play, the use of nasty combos, plus all the inside 
Girt on the Secret War and the many factions 
fighting for control of history. 


Coming in October of 1995. 


NETHERWORLD™ 
A SHADOWFIST EXPANSION SET 
By Jose Garcia and Robin D. Laws 


‘There is @ world beyond the one we krona A world 
where those forgotten to history, those erased from time, 
lurk tied plot: A world where the Four Monarchs ruc 
‘thet loss and plan their reurn. A world wher the 
_Famaners stay hidden from the Architects of the Flesh. A 
‘world were the next great atte i the Secret Wr is 
about 10 be fought. 


“This world is dhe Netherworld. 


‘NETHERWORLD is an expansion set for the 
SHADOWFIST triding card game, 


Coming it October of 1995. 


FENG SHU 

‘THE ACTION MOVIE ROLEPLAYING GAME, 
IN THE WORLD OF SHADOWFIST 

‘By Robin D, Laws 


‘BLOW THINGS UP! 
‘BLOW THINGS UP! 
BLOW THINGS UP! 
—tmolio of the Jammers 


FENG SHUT is a new roleplaying game set in the 
‘yorld of SHADOWFIST: This isn't some cheesy 
spin-off, FENG SHUI was developed simultane- 
‘ously with the eard game by the same designers, 
‘and it does fe RPGs what SHADOWFIST did for 
Cts: 

_ tbls things up reat good! 


It’s HongKong, 1995. You and your fellow action 
heroes are.all that stand between the world you 
mow and a world that should never be. Play out 
‘the action of the Secret War through roleplaying 
‘adventures with all the factions and characters 
‘ee in SHADOWFIST plus more, ‘The game’s 
einematic rules make it quick & easy to get into, 
and it's # blast to play. 


‘Corning in November of 1995. 


(308) 382 040 
ROBMHG@AOLGOM 


‘ShadovFist, Feng Shui, Netherworld ail the ShadowFist foyo aie 
‘eseemmarks of Dadalos Enteraihenent, Hoe 

Arovore ©188 Pai fll 
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OK, 0 we're still mokivg chouges. Think of luuest os » work iu progress. We're ulways oddiug 
pieces to the puzzle... uutil we get the right puzzle. 

The lotest debote—o regivg debote, dd—is over our Mogic guide. As of issue #4, we 
chouged the formot. The first three issues of the price guide were divided first hy set oud theu 
by color. Stortivg with issue #4, we seporated the guide iuto o price sectiou oud o ployers sec- 
istiugs by color oud theu olphobetico! 5 ore listed, but 
n't figure into the orguvizution. Fivolly, iv issue #5, we udded the fivol touch: v high/low 
ruuge for cord prices. 

Why? A vumber 
mot cosier and quicker to giveu the rouge}. Also, believe 
it er vot, we soved @ lot of spoce: we now ouly hove to list euch Mugic descriptiow ouce. Thut’s 
wed us to fit eveu more collectible cord gomes iuto the mix, like Blood Wars, Roge, Shad- 
owfist, oud OverPower. Plus, we thought it looked cooler. : 

The eurly votes ore iv, oud it's id-even split. Helf of you love whot we've done, 
oud holf of you would rather poste copies of the old price guide iute the bocks of our lotest issues. 

So we're oskivg you for evew more feedbock. If you'd like fo get iu your two ceuts... dan’t 
seud peuvies. Seud me your epiviou: whether you're for or ogoiust our vew price/players guide, 
ond o reosou or two behiud why you feel the wuy you do. Thiuk obout if: you get to vote, oud 
you dou’t hove to figure out how tv operote ove of those big, dumb, cluuky Electiou Doy booths. 

All thut sold, vur letters this mouth opeu up with both sides of the price guide dehote. 















































Pros and Cons 

‘Yourmag s way cool Keep it up. Your 
{quality of work has converted me from 
“the other” price guide for Magic | really 
{ke the new format you proved, putting 
the spollessin colors away from the price 
guide, in alphabetical oder. Bravo! This 
's the best thing you could do... 

Scott Luers 

Riverton, WY 


are separate, the fists just n plan old. {Mow pei te sent cg 
alphabebcal order and I hate it cd Hos yo esd net 1000 wad a fat 
Honky youwould change your price | pet ham? Haldar’ swe Jy gg 
fists back to their onginal, wonderful? saya epee sancti. 
form, Iwould tell you that your maga- 
zine isthe greatest gaming magazine 
around. And if you dont, i'l stil be 
pretty darned good. 
Sill Kenor 
Stovensvite, MI 








My fend stupidly let a 
your mag at my 
. the fool. 
ooking at i, 
‘an honestly say 
you guys have 






‘One word... Nooooo0aedll!l! For 
months | have been buying InQuest 
‘because the price guides were perfect. All 
the information was right at my fnger- 
tips, in alphabetical order, by color. In 
‘one glance | knew the senes, name, color, 
casting cost, arts, special abilities, and 
price of every Magic card Lown, Now, in 
Issue #4, you've changed your system! 
Why??? Now the prices and desenptions 


the si i's gate debts Wht say he est 
ohpa 7 





Liquid mavest 
Your magazine... | ove t. Wit was | notsure what 

Fiquid, | would hook it up to an Vand | your agnment 

Pump itinto myself Just thought!'dlet | [s—goad or 

you know. evilbut you 
Jemes Moening guysare dk 
Indigo Mountein Creotions i 















































Poter Korshorg 
Brooklyn, NY 
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Greetings from the 
High Moster of Orion 

Greetings from Jordan, son of 
Glan, brother to Astinus, High Mas- 
ter of Orion, Avatar of Brtanni, and 
Mayor of Heresvile. 


have made InQuest the Galactic | 


Magazine of Orion. Congratulations. 

Twas shocked after purchasing a 
book which sted all the cards through 
Felen Empires and what they do (except 
hash Hunter, and stwas 2 $15 book’), 
when the very next day | purchased 
AnQuest #1 andl saw the very same infor- 
‘mation, along with 2 pace guide, for a 
lesser cost 

have secret information for Magic 
playing InQuest readers only. Murrinats 
players may read only if they ice the 
blue fnord under the floating Stude- 


baker: Spettie players need a notefrom £ 
theicdoctor, and Star Trek players must £ 


contact me at Farpoint for permission. 
Here it goes 


Rukh Egg, Skull of Orm, Life Chisel | 


or Diamond Valley (or both!) and An 


‘mate Dead or Dance of the Dead Sac? 


ifice the Rukh Egg to the Chisel and 


‘Animate or Dance the Rukh Egg back. 
Sacrifice it to the Chisel next turn for 
tree more life (four if you use Dance 
‘of the Dead) and another 4/4 flyer Use 
the Skull to bring the Animate 
Dead/Dance of the Dead back to your 
hand Repeat 

Cheesily Yours... 

Jordan Webb 

Nuatley, 


ow, the Gola Magazin of Onan We ho 
mad How ples el Oo oe as. 





Off 
The only place around where lve to 


get Magic cards [charges] 517 a starter | 


deck! 


around here have boycotted the stare, 
‘but sometimes i's just easier to spend 
$6 fora booster than to wait a week oF 
sofor one. Is there anything we can do 
to get the store to lower its pnces? 
Tam Hack 
‘Marrill, ME 


You montoned the ola, Tom yao fave 0 


bce fe tres charging ote pres by fam? 


s Bours: 











on mary eso ov oor? 
get three ffe and the 4/4 fying Rukh. 





| wor for them. 


soon reign supreme 
(Most of the people that play Magic £ 





4 stay om ur very gusto ding orwork fH 















| have just bought your July issue, 
and | must say it's a great magazine. | 
read the whole thing. | never realy reac 

‘the magazine part of a price guide, 

but this one was worth it. 

There is ust one thing that | 
think would make t better. In 
the back ofthe book, | noticed 
several little pleces of price 
t Fsts. | play most of the games 

that were listed there, and I think it 
would be good if there were a full pice 
liston them. 


















Td. Oney 
Lobbock, 1 
1am collecting as mary Kird Apes 
Fas |can get my hands onl Lwant to | Spoetste aliom 1d We dthoe moot 
cover my wall. If you could put ry atfeveingn uw ring We oval oot 
address n your mag and tell everyone | cago a Bes, bt ud ots wut 
| want Kird Apes, Iwould be very happy! ito) wt be rg dd by th thd mor of 


Bill Sherwaod odin Bose, we dort th ps soe oe 


Coos Bay, OR mee popu ores has earn ik? Wht 
stuf ral yu see mre ass? Wite— 
Hy, vor huge fo of ronkoys—poend far | wove fo fr who you kaw t sya ast 


po ik saab sine the gome— bit 
on yu hk yo tok tis wpe hing 

‘iif? Hot prop sick vi posters of siacar 
nd bodes bet sony, oF rom oto 


Wyvern & Were 
Pez 
Tam impressed When I fist 
picked up your mag, | did 
riot think t would catch my 
interest, since | only collect 
Wyvern cards, but you did 
‘The humor, articles, and 
contests [especially the 
Were-Pez InQuest Con- 
test in issue #4] grabbed 


Artist 

This isan incredible magazine 
‘never read anything like it, The price, 
guides would put Consumer Reports 
magazine to shame, and Ike the Killer 
Decks features (though the writers could 





E do moretonot include “unobtainable” “rs me by the toe and 
lke Moxes in them). ke the way dragged me along 
you guys have broad hanzons, and Jahn Nickle 
‘don’t jst focus on price iss Cyberspore 


Finally, could | have the address to 
the relevant WotC bureau, as | am an 
arts student who would ike to inquire 
about the possibilities of doing some 


P'S Didyou know yourmag, when 
read backwards, says, “pizza hot, know 
three rsdkivgs!”? Damn satanic magazine 


| Actually, tink intsest backwards is “Tess YOU. 
nine edgy noting tc nat 
‘fac, aber these next set of fetars we won't mein 
‘the guy dooms agaun (Uh, nat counting ou ar 


Keep up the terrific work, you guys 
Live long ane prosper, and may you 





Joho in Conada ith Sata ge #2) 
‘Tn fr ing the vice of Cone, Joln We |= Psyehie Coll 
pct th kd ors. 20 4, wos ones Iyust picked up a copy of your mag 


forthe fst time, and | must say bravo! 
rk he Gost Is woh ring heb oe: | Only one small question. In On The 

Soo ce eter wid yor felons rune, 0 Shelves you lst new and current games. 
sles stomped aro, ode feed {ve ust opened a smal (ead very small) 
ful cbr on sams lm oignab) te Wonks fhe store. Would it be posse for you to 
(eos? Box 707, aio, WA $8057 Aes your | add the contact info forthe companies 
sales to Sno Evngho if youre irested in! for these products? Asa dealer, would 
































bbe immeasuraoly help to re, and Fn 
sure to others as well. 











Rich Solitz © tough times Also, look atthe fact that 

Winter Springs, FL | have never tned drugs, got arested, 

| oreven cut cas. 

You be apie o Fgura oki, | What am basically trying to say Ws 
ih We dad! tar vy ng—ongny + | ths... you can love gaming without wor 
ingy—twow pt gue epg 97. He Eb pbt-_ shipping Satan, D&D may have conno- 
‘got oul faymezesscnpaytve'e | tations towards Satan, but so does 
od et show | music, television, movies, advertise 

‘ments, ané pracheally every fun thing 

Too Many Initials in this word, Just be good to youre 


and others, love God first. | believe st 
| would be olay with God if you love role- 
playing games fourth or fifth. 
Keith 
Address withheld by request 


| really appreciated Eric Black's and 
John Seals’ articles in the July issue 
Finally, a magazine whose writers have 
areal sense of humor. 

‘Another point kes your card com- 
bos Much more onginally stated than | 
‘n other magazines, plus you actually 
have the heart to tell us poor beginners 
ust what itis you're domg, instead of 
hoping we can figure it out ourselves, 
Now if only space (and design of the 
cards) permatted that for the STING } 
and INWO CCGs (that's far too many 
Ininals in one sentence, isn't 1?) 

Chip Grimshow 

‘Moumee, OH 

PS. I'mwating this at work, proo that 
cyberspace s much cheaper than asamp, 


your article in your most recent Issue 
‘of InQuest about Advanced Dungeons 
& Dragons. | have played AD&D for 
lover 15 years now. | am personally 





sort of view in the magazine that 
degrades the game in this way. | real: 









Hanks orb lok ro, Ci it. sucdenly the game is evil in their 


F mninds, because all they see isthe head- $ 


“Dees God Cry..." i 

My name is Keith and fam a 23. 
{year-old student currently ving n Art 
zona. | have been a fantasy gamer since 
the age of 10, when my parents bought 
‘me the second ealtion of the D&D basic 
set for Easter. | ust finshed reading the 
article by Eric Black In issue #4 ("Does | 
God Cry When You Play Dungeons & 
Drogons?"), and | must confess | have 
2 father that hates the fact that I play 
fantasy games. 

In 1986, twas dlagnosed with manic 
depression, yet | have always been a 
functional person. Ever since that diag- 
oss, my father has waged war with me 
land iy roleplaying garning, blaming 
the heart ofthe problem on the fact that 
| "danced with the devil" forall Ciose 
roleplaying years. 

totally agree with the stance Mr 
Black insinuated n his article. | think 
these games are harmless What we 
‘must look at here isthe whole picture: 


line on the article and then they snap 
toa judgment... 

What | am tying to convey 1s that 
Fall gamers are not Satan freaks, and there 





‘out who i a Satan freak .. 
Dovid K. Jorden 
Boise, 1D 








| am writing manly in response to 
{the "Does God Cry When You Play Dun- 
§ geons & Dragons article | would tke 

tonote asa player of several game sys- 
tems (at least fourat any one time) that 
{stand femly on the pro-game side. Fest, 
something that set out by mary “anti 
‘gamess" i that most characters fight on 
the side of good, performing deeds of 
justice and honor Second, the devils 
and demans are much different than 
those of theologycal circles. The spells 
and rituals ae also diferent jn scope, 
etal, and purpose It's usualy only the 
names that are the same... 





not what the gamesdo to damnus, but | Doug Belden 
What they do to help ust Evergreen, AL 

In schoo, Lac a very hard time with 
people, but | always knew that wien | + Thnk to of yo ho mai in ond eto 
{got home at 3:30 oF $, Ieoule retreat | havc eveppecae ie tw ve don eign 





Into my world where for once: was in 
charge of things: Some will say retreat- 


in gang. Ho's tof tt Stan th whe we 
si he nf 





0 Waves: 


F ng inte fantasy worlds is bad, ut it 
| worked forme ttsaw me through many i 


|1am writing to you in response to} 


appalled that you would have put any 3 


vz that you do have opposing views 9 = 
your article, but realize ths—al takes > 
| te shy someone away rom the hobby } 
| industry isimply puting an acicle 9 
this magazine and having 9 parent read 


Isnot an allcovenng litmus test find.» 


Mr. Negativity 

[Your] magazine is OK, but some of 
the crap you wrte about sucks, “Does 
God Cry When You Play Dungeons & 
Dragons?* was five sorry pages long. 
4 Casting forthe lord ofthe Rings movie 
[in InQuest #4? Please. None of your 
_game vanants are very appealing. Drop 
roleplaying games and focus on cards 
‘only. Make the magazine ticker or 
‘cheaper The deck-buliding articles are 
‘OK, and the top 10 things are always 
fun to read, ust drop RPGS. 

4D. Keirsoy 

West Point, HY 





ick wad yo ke nr sts? 


HEY KIDDIES. 

ANYONE UP FOR A) 

GAME OF ‘TASTE 
THE SCAB 2, 


Cryptic Comments 

Hey, have you ever noticed on the 
beginning of Tales fam the Crypt, nght 
before the coffin, you ce a Falwar Stone 
(well, not really, but It looks ike ene). Oh 
‘well, you want comments, | got ‘em. 
First, yes, creasing the size i$ good. 
Second, the game variant feature 1s 
‘greeaatt! Third, more articles ke the 
fone about roleplaying and religion, 
Fourth, the price guide and players 
guides rulel Fith, ditch Casting Call 

Steve Brown 

Perris, CA 


Little Things 
{noticed in issue #4 that the Royal 
F Assassn card on page 65 s not written 
in English What language ist? 
Scott Wing 
Picdmont, SC 





ttl, can we get yu i here 0 pra 
rood? 

















What's the deal with that? Sorry to be 


[such a stleler, but really, you can‘t go 


















RHAAGGHH!! GORO 
HATE TIGHTY-WHITIES! 


Mortal Kambat Deck 
{saw your X-Men [Theme Deck] in 
issue #4, and thought it was cool how 
you foand XMen “hing” n your Mage £ 
cards. When I saw how you made your £ 
deck, Lauekty began working on a Mor- | 
tol Kombat deck Here area few cards 
thunk shoul go ns 
Fit Scorpion (Scorpion) 
Lightning Bott Ryden) 
icy Manipulator (Sub-Zero) 
Venomous Breath (Reptile) 
‘Guardian Beast (Goro) 
Shapeshifter (Shang Tsung) 
‘Abomination (Baraka) | 
Smoke (Smoke) | 
Sorceress Queen (Sind! from MR3) 
Dire Wolves (Night fom M3) 
‘Web (Cyrax from MK3) 
Disintegrate (Toasty Fatal) 
Soul Exchange (Soul Sucker Fatalty) | 
‘arena (Shao Kahn's Arena) 
Bill Whelden 
Weare, NW 











ey, tt ws prey al, Tame dks or 
hot We erorog reo ote ath st 
cos sw publ 


Stick! 

In InQuest #3, the new cards on the 
restncted lst are Balance and Fork (sted 
‘on page 10), but in Killer Decks on page 
22 there isa white deck titled “The Ci 
saders” that uses three Balanc 


Weve 












| compe less ore don pop 97 


back on new rules! 


. tush 
Tallahasseo, NOt 


‘Me, you'd batter check the he pre in any ca 
sya inn i. 

‘out right, Balance has been rested to 

one, ord there ware theo in tht deck, but we hod 

thao get pit with that stliment of Kier 

Decks wh the ew rubs it We stp mon edt 

‘nate the nd ofthe chun (page 22) to expan ol 


Hust picked up sues #3 | 
and #4, and | must say tha 
Fm impressed Ido, however, 
hhave a couple of questions: 
1) Everywhere | look, everyones out 
1 Magic starter lecks! Help! Where can 
I get some? 
2) How can | get a list ofall of | 
‘your Killer Decks? 
3) You guys don’t have White 
Wolf's address, do you? 
By the way, kudos on the “Fun With 
Mutants’ [Theme Deck in InQuest #4) 
Jeremy Puckett 
Greensburg, KY 


Letsseif on ake oo or quests 

sgh gig ioe bt Tinape ste 
I i fe te sew of less es do. 

2) e'loking oo samating ong Beso 
roving te ir Dek by ers end 

3) Sed We Wl nd mony te gone 


Chivalry to the Reseu: 

Tam a female player of Magic: The 
Gathering, and tt seems that | have run 
Into a problem: in multiplayer games, | 


am the one who always gets picked on. } 


Ina one-on-one game, | can hold my 
‘own, but I have a hard time survivin 
against about five other players (al 
‘Quys). Any suggestions for me? 

tani Fokeda 

Wawi, HI 


Wh kd fs Aya hs ys rr 
anf vy ar ply? st, ny a np 
evo fn fecal gating tke 

roller gomes sol get eo poi 
Ing or fed som orate Oma og th ho 
‘ato fn 


Things That Don’t Make 
Sense 

Shouldn't the pictures and names of | 
the Magic cards Drop of Honey and Nat: 
tural Selection be switched? Because nat- 


Ural selection is the weeding out of the 
‘weakest creatures, exactly what Drop of 
Honey does Also, doesn’t Drop of 
Honey sound more like a card that lets 
‘you look at three cards than a card that 


destroys creatures? 
‘Rass Roemer 
Pisma Beech, CA 


Yeah. Bl ats sol realy b oo Fe, 
nd a’ ip, Moar Fe tt mats, salt 
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I think you guys should rake a Cir- 
de of Protection: Lands Reasons: Glacial 
‘Chasm, fce Age dual lands, mana burn. 
Ricky Zeedyk 
as Vegas, NV 


ow, wen bo ites ha th poo 
os fic ogo? Yu ow mo dress 
edn gh i ening rin Dr? 


Unabashed Praise 
What can | say? Your mag isa ray of 


{  hopen an atherwise boring sea of garn- 


ly the humorous tips 





Thanis, Chr We're ata space ts manth, ft hove 
1 fr—eat miss cay ling op So 
tl he, or gob wma ay. 
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NEW MAGIC TOURNAMENT =. 


sippplzards of the Coast has added an } The Duelists' Convocation, the Wizards of the 

7 experimental tournament format for | Coast department that organizes tournaments, 

tts Magic: The Gathering. The "Type { claims that the Type 1.5 contest is purely exper 

7.5" format, which falls between the Type I and | mental and that its restnetions, particularly for Ke 

Type Il tournaments, will debut at AndCon ’95. | Age, will not necessarily cross over to the regular 
The rules for Type 1.5 are the same as for Type | Type land Il formats, 
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+4 except forsome important changesto thelistsof | The Type 1.5 tournament is being held at the 
# restricted and banned cards. Normally restricted | AndCon 95 convention in Toledo, Ohio, This con- 
|) cards that are banned in the new format are Ai} vention is run by Andon Unlimited, the conver a 
{rom Cairo, Ancestral Recall, Black Lotus, Channel, ! tion management company purchased earlier ths z 
2 Chaos Orb, Demonic Tutor Falling Sta, Library of | year by Wizards of the Coast. 
$ Alexanctia, Maze of Ith, Mind Twist, Mox Emer- {Type tournaments, the original Magic tourna & 
= ald, Mox Jet, Mox Pearl, Mox Ruby, Mox Sapphire, | ment format, allow the use of any Magic cards o 
Sol ing, Timetwaster, Time Walk, and Whee! of | except those on the banned st Decks must be at s 
3 Fortune. le Age's Enduring Renewal, Jesters Cap | least 60 cards and there may be only one of those P 
Jester's Masi Zuran Orb, and Zur’s Weirding were | on restricted Ists, and only four of other cards a 
Added to the restricted list. ‘except basic lands Type Il tournaments add another ° 
‘Aso, all Summon Legend and Surnmon X Leg- | restriction: only cards in the basic set (currently % 
‘end cards were removed from the restricted Ist, | Fourth Edition) and the two mest recent expan- Fy 


although only one of each card may be in play 
atany time. 


jon sets are allowable 

For speculation on how the new format could 
affect the card market, see Card Stock on page 84, 
elf Hannes 


‘Killer Instinet Gomes 






















‘Topps is coming out with a collectible card 

game based on the popular Killer 
Instinct arcade game. The collectible 
‘card game boasts an easy combat sys 
fem with which a player pats one or 
more game characters against his 
‘opponents in 2 contest between 
Shadow Corporations. 

The CCGwill have 300 common, 
uncommon, and rare cards, They'll 
feature high-quality shots from the 
arcade game, never-before-seen pic- 
tures based on the orginal Killer 

Instinct computer models, and ong- 
inal artwork from artist Norm 
Dwyer. Hal the cards will represent 
‘combat maneuvers, while others, 
(ike the Arena cards, will change 
the rules of the combat. There will, 
also be Enhancement cards for the 
characters, and spectal cards featuring 
Shadow Corporation personnel, the CEO, and com= 
bat cheerleaders! 








Novemser 19 SMM, is 





















The killer Instinct collectible card 

game will be on the shelves in spring, 

1996. Prices are tentatively 

set for 60-card starter decks 

at $7.95 and for 15-card 
booster at $2.45. 

Richard Anderson 


FPG Expands Guardians 


FPG's first expansion set for its Guardians collectible card 
‘game hits the stands this November, at the same time the 
company introduces a new gaming division. 

FPG Games will handle everything from board games 
to roleplaying games, according to company spokesman 
Josh Hvizdos. While Guardians will be the main focus, wath, 
four expansions planned for next year, a new card game is 
schedluied for ric-1996 and a board game later in the year 

FPG Games’ personnel include the director, Luke Peter- 


schmikit, who co-designed Guardians; art coordinator and 


staff artist Kerth Parkinson, Guardians’ other designer; and 
staff artist Bram, who helped ilustrate the game. 

Dagger isl, the fst expansion set for Guardians, i set in 
the Western Isles ofthe Guardlans word, differing from the 
Midlands setting of the basic game. Future expansion sets 
will also explore diferent areas. 

*Dagger se, located in the mouth of the Blood River, is 
where the pirates hang out, at the cove, doing all sorts of 
pirate tings,” Hvazdos ays. "There's a pirate vilage on the 
'sland perimeter, and deeper In on the sland, there’ trolls, 
wizard cults, undead, things like that" 

About 15 percent of the 120 new expansion cards will 
focus on pirates, with the rest a mix of monsters, undead, 
and other cards and opponents 

‘The three main Guardians artsts return in the expansion 
set’ Brom, known for his work defining the look of TSR's 
Dark Sun roleplaying sting, Keith Parkinson, also known for 
his extensive work on Advanced Dungeons & Dragons; and 
veteran comic-book fan-avonte fantasy artist Mike Ploog. 
Bro now works for FPG as a full-time artist, whale Parkin 
son works for FPG as 
art coordinator for its 
gaming projects. 

Dagger Isle intzo- 
duces three artists 
new to Guardians: 
Chris Achilleos, 
Rowena, and Den 
Beauvais, all well- 
known fantasy artists 

The 120-card ex- 
pansion set is being 
sold in 14-card packs 
with a suggested 
retall price of $2.79 
per pack. 

Andrew 
Steven Harris 

















TSR, Gapital Gity Go 
Exclusive 


Capital City Distribution has agreed to be the 
‘exclusive distnbutor of TSR games and books to the 
comic book direct market, beginning with products 
shipping in December, The agreement does not affect 
TSR’s distribution to game, book, or hobby stores. 
‘"We believe that there isa strong coreelation between 
the comic customer and the TSR customer,” says 
‘TSR President. and Chief Executive Office Lorraine 
Williams. She adds that Capital City’s ability to 
promote, distribute, and merchandise “in amanner 
consistent with the normal practices of the comic § 
trade channel" would “increase [TSR] presence in § 
the comic specialty trade.” 

—Patrick Daniel O'Neit 


Quest for the Ring 


Why i ron Crown Enterpises publishing a}. 
“olkien-based card game and not Mog. The Gather 
‘ng publisher Wizards of the Coast? "Our staff was 2 
working on two competing game designs, and we > 
couldn’t bring the ideas together," says WotC Direc- 
toy of Research and Development Mike Davis ina press # 
release, Another reason, WotC, which co-designed § 
(and co-e-desgned) Iyhod and is working on & highly 
Anticipated Cyberpunk card game, “ended up with © 
Just too many games to co-produce, plus having to | 
spend more and more time on their own games,” 5 
















says ICE Sales Manager 
Deane Begiebing. Last 
spring, Tolkien ficensor 
ICE finished a major 
game-revision project, 
* and Rolemaster 
designer Coleman 
CChastion tumed his 
attention toa Mid- 
die-earth card 
game (see “Art,” 
News & Notes, 
InQuest #5). The 
game Is due in 
early December 
and wall contain 
art by Be Beard je 
and Liz Danforth 
—Greg 
Mectihatton 


Charity Caravan 


‘A Plantation, Fla., hobby store will be holding a 
charity raffie and costume contest on Nov. 1, 1995, 
when the Wizards of the Coast Caravan comes to 
town. All proceeds from the events at Comics & Col- 
lectibfes will go to two local police officers who were 
injured wher' they intervened in a hostage-taking, 

: Due to @ city regulation, the officers will lose their 
health insurance i declared disabled. The Wizards 
Caravan is a sens of free-admussion promotional 
appearances a reall shops across the United States, 
Magic’ The Gathering artists Tom Wanerstrand and 

) Christopher Rush will appear at Comics & Collectibles 
and other Florida stores in Novernber. For mare infor- 

ation on the Comics & Collectibles event, contact 

Karen at (305) 791-8022. 








—Patrick Damel O'Nett 


the game that breaks its own rules 





Mayfair Goes Cosmic 


Mayfair Games is releasing Simply Cosmic, an intro 
ductory version of the cult classic game Cosmic 
Encounter, The new version, containing a five-piece 
‘game board, 110 cards, 80 tokens, a hyperspace cane, 
ania rule book, wl reall for $20. There are also eight 
alc power cards tlustrated by Ed Beard jr, which 








‘et a Piece of the 
‘Action with Gangland 


}Corglenburg s hoping that its new card game, Gangland, 


| walllink traditional games with collectible card games. 
} The 1920s and "30s Mafia game ts due out ths fal, prob: 
ably in November. Unlike collectible card games, Gangland 
: wil come as a complete set. With a suggested reall price of 
} $19.95, the game box contains 50 characters, 112 action 
cards, a so-sied die, and a fly ustrated rule book. The frst 
| printing also includes two hited ecition cards. Two to eight 
} players can begin playing immediately with this basic set. 
{ However, within three to sx months of Gangland’ release, 
} Corglenburg will begin creating booster packs. These packs 
} include new possibilities, modifiers, and events for their 
{ basic game. By combining the basic set and booster packs, 
Corglenburg hopes to bridge the gap between traditional 
games and the collectible market 


Acclaim 
Explores 
Homelands 


Acclaim Comics’ latest fan- 
tagy foray is Magic: The Gath: 
enng—Homelands, a 64-page, 
single-issue story based on 
Wizards of the Coast’s new 
‘Magic expansion card set (see 
‘On the Shelves on page 25 for 
more details), 
The graphic novel will be written by Daredevil scripter 
} D.G. Chichester and painted by Rebecca Guay. Greg and Tim 
Hildebranctt collaborated on the cover. The book explores the 
history of a world isolated from the rest ofthe Magic multiverse, 
‘As.a special bonus, each issue will contain three rare 
Magic cards. 
The book will explain how the cards in the expansion 
et fitinto the storyline, and contain a detailed chronology 
of the Magic. The Gathering multiverse as presented by 
‘Acclaim Comics. Homelands wil be available in October For 
a retall price of $5.95. 


Gen Con is huge. In terms of 
physical sz, the exhibition hall 

alone fills something like two 

football fields next to each bau 
ather. And every inch of it was packed, 


—Rich Warren 


Richard Anderson 








More impor 
tantly, Gen Con is 

the largest and 

most hare: 

tant gaming 

conven 

en et 

the. year. 

Every manufac 

turer and publisher 

that mattered was there 
displaying thet wares, try- 
ing to eapture the attention of 
cash bloated gamers Fans flooded 

the walkways im search of ther favorte 

games or some new addition that mht 

pique thet terest. 

Tech yeu, TSR sparen: Gen Con ins home tate 
of Wisconsin, Not surprisingly, TSR was central to the 
action with a massive display that was as much a renais- 
sence festival at was a playground for game designers 
Costumed wiaards mingied with mages, who delighted { 
to the sounds of rinstrelshapplypeforming atop tre cas- 
te walls Below the wal, hopeul adventurers gathered, 
wating fora chance to become part of the Rover 
Planescape, or ForgttenReaims RPGs hosted by the TSR 
staff Wine you watted, lovely damsel stood ready for 
the chance to sit you down and paint your face. 

Every booth buzzed wit excitement. Vendors sell 
ing everything from hats to sculptures to weaponscaled 
cute the fans Stay-eyed card game colectors snatched 
tp ited edtion booster packs, hoping that ther booty 
would be the next Legends 

As packs of Legends were sold and traded, fans 
formed lines to meet realMe legends Ike actors Mark 
Hamil of Stor Wars, James Doohan of Star Trek, and 
Adtian Paul of Highlander 

Deze of industry ils sgned books, phots, posers, 
and trading cards, including artists Keith Parkinson, Ed 
Beard je, Richard Kane-Ferguson, Mark Poole, and Kaja 
and Phi Fogho The muscular, marred jute Bell and Bois 
Vlg were aso on hand to crush your sl forthe asking. 

Despite tne camival atmosphere, one thing remained 
central the games. The halls were packed with playe's 
intent on testing the newest CCGs, as expected, Magic 
Sal relgned as king ofthe conventoon, Wherever there 
was floor or table space, there was almost alvays mana 
being tapped. 

However a significant number of card fippers were 
packing away their Moxes in favor of new products. 
Many square feet of carpet were monopolized by 
hotshot nevicomer games ike Heer’ OverPower, Alera 
Entertainment's Legend ofthe five Rings, New Millen 
rium’ Batteords, Mag Force 7's Wing Commander, anc 
Card's Hyborion Gates, Cards fram Iron Crown Enter- 
prises’ Middle-earth: The Wieads collectible cad game 
(werent finished, but the sneak peek excited gamers, 
trany of whom spoited fey blacband-oange “eye of 
Sauron” stickers, Older favorites, including Shadowist, 
Rage, Str Tret, and SimCity, saw plenty of play time, 

‘Although CCGs reigned supreme, TSRintroduced a 
game that may lure the next generation of gamers from 
ape to plait Convenes seemed fcnated Ey | 
TSR's Drogon Dice, to be translated into a computer 


AQws. 


& 
"eating 








Mayfair promises will et a new standatd for Casmic 
artwork. Magic: The Gathering designer Richard Garfield 
credits Cosmic Eicounteras one of the uspirations fer 
his hit collectible card game. 

Andrew Steven Harris 


Return to Waterloo 


Wargamers will get the 
chance to recreate the 
Nanoleontic Wars in Novern- 
ber when Columbia Games 
unleashes Fagles. With over 
300 cards itustrated by Ene 
Hots, artst for Columbia's 
Civil War card game Dixie, 
players can fight four sepa 
fate battles from the 
Napoleonic Wars, as well 
asa version based on the 
overall Waterloo cam~ 
-paign. Like Orae, cars wal 
be sold in unique 60-card 
starter decks, there’s only 
one level of rarity, and 
there wort be any booster 
cks. Unllke Dixie, cavalry 
will play a bigger part in 
the strategy. 
—Asidrew Steven Haris 


Horror of Horrors 


‘Two Heartbreaker 
Hobbies & Games 
games have been 
delayed. Kult, based 
fon the horror RPG, fas 
been held up by late 
artwork james Bonds 
release date was 
changed when the 
release of Goldeneye, 
the new Bond film, 
Was sited from Octo- 
berto Thanksaiv- 
ing. Heartbreaker 
plans to retease 
the game two 
weeks before the 
fim, which may 
have its release 
switched yet 
again, For more 
info on James 
Bond, see On the Shelves, page 25. 

Destinl Productions wil only be seling limited edt 
tion pints of Beard jr artwork ftom Middle earth: The 
Wizards collectible card game. An InQuest #5 Quick 
‘Take on the Destin! Productions print sales was ils 
trated with an Angus McBnde painting 















Realiéy is a fie 


JAMES BOND 007™ 


UW all 





THE COLLECTABLE 
CARD GAME 








7 SUMMER'S 
HOTTEST GAME © 


SIN EONS PAST, THE FOUR POWERS OF NATURE EARTH, A(R, FIRE, AND WATER ~ BROUGHT TURTH 
‘TWO RACES To CARE FOR THEIR NEW WORLD. ONE RACE, THE SELUMARI, OF CORAL ELVES, WAS 
MADE THE GUARDIAN OF AIM’ AND WATE® THE OTHER, THE VAGHA, A DWARFISH RACE, TENDEE 

THE EARTH AND FIRE, TOGETHER, THEY WORKED TO NURTURE THE YOUNG WORLD, 











MDEATH, NATURE'S NEMESIS, CREATEG HI5 OWN RACES To WREST CONTROL OF THE ELEMENTAL 
POWERS. THE MOREHL, OF LAVA ELVES, WORSHIPED FIRE AND OESTRUCTION. THE TROGs, 
SOPLIN RACE, SPRANG FROM EARTH RN CORRUPTION, FROM THENSTANT OF THEIR CREATION, 
FIERCE CONFLICT ENVELOPED THE WORLD. HORDES OF SELUMARI, VAGHA, MOREHL, AND TRocs 
SWEPT ACROSS THE LAND IN ENDLESS BATTLE, USING THEIR ELEMENTAL MAGIC To WREAK 
HAVOC AND SUMMONING DRAGONS To TURN THE TIDES OF WAR.” 


DRAGON DICE” 1s A GAME OF FAST AND FURIOUS BATTLES 

BETWEEN DICE ARMIES YOU BUILD AND COLLECT To CONTROL THE 

DESTINY OF AN ENTIRELY NEW FANTASY WORLD. AWESOME DRAGONS | 

WREAK HAVOC, HORDES OF GOBLINS, OWARVES, AND ELVES GLASy, MASSIVE 

ARMIES UNLEASH POWERFUL MAGIC. VIRTUALLY ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN IN 

BATTLE. AND (7 DOES! THE ACTION NEVER ENDS. DRAGON DICE KickeR PAC 

INTRODUCE NEW DICE, NEW GPTIONS, AND NEW STRATEGIES. CONQUER THE WO 
‘ON SALE SEPTEMEER! 


THE ONOY EXPANDABLE GAME WITH OVER 120 DIFFERENT COLLEGTIBLE ICON DICE IN THE 
"T5250 + DRAGON IE ganda Game» 10 reo 
5g tel 995, CAN S188; 05 90K ak. VAT» D7H490233 7 
{SR 1301» DRAGON DIE Kicks Pe, St: Mens Janene’ idly ard i 
Sug Rl 95.5; CAN 59.95:03.9 UN VAT» 7G 
Find the store nearest your 1-B00-3B4-87SR * Questions? Call Rob Tay 
acon tadenants ed fbr 1908 lo epi 










version in the future 
Speaking of computers, 
tech-heads strained their 
‘microchips playing demos 
of games from Capcom, 
Origin, Legend, FASA, 
Activision, and many more. 
Trying to find an empty 
seat to give these games a 
test was nearly impossible. 
{At one end of the con: 
vention hall, gamers played 
massive RPGs with scale 
models of battlefields and 
Cities so realistic that 
onlookers seemed to be 
giants looking down at a 
landscape. Players stood 
over 3-D boards as wide as 
20 feet moving their minia 
ture adventurers, while 
interested spectators hov- 
‘ered over their shoulders 
‘trying to catch a glimpse 
Even after the doors 
closed for the evening, the 
hotels halls brimmed with 
gamers participa in card 
tournaments, corporate 
sores, and liv-action role- 
playing games 
‘OF course, some of the 
‘Sdesipow acts were as enter 
taining asthe actual games. 
The heavy metal band 
GWAR paraded around 
full regalia, Actors dressed 
as superheroes including, 
Spider-Man, Wolverne, and 
Voodoo-—walked the con- 
vention halls. And what 
convention would be com- 
plete without a joke-spew- 
ing, juggling Kingon doing 
magic ticks? 
The InQuest-powered 
OverPower tournaments 
drew throngs of comic 
book and gaming enthus 
asts. In the end, Gabriel 
Alonso, 24, walked away 
with $5,000 after winning 
the Gen Con OverPower 
Kickoff Toumament: Harley 
Pineda, 17, also took home 
$5,000 at an OverPower 
tournament at the San 
Diego Comic Con, also 
sponsored by InQuest 
—Buddy Scalera and 
Mike Fasolo 
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ELECTRONIC NEWS & NOTES 








MicroProse Axes 
Magic 
Programmers 





‘k Moscatello 





1 There's been a major shake- 

down at MicroProse, which Is 

making the Magic: The Gathering 

‘CD-ROM game. Over 30 employees were 

fired and escorted off the premises in early 

September including members of the Magic 

team. MicroProse spokeswoman Paula Scar 

fone declmed to discuss the reasons for the 

firings, but did say thet project head David 

Etheredge was sl working on the CD-ROM 

and thatthe game, originally promised for summer 1995, would be released within 

a year Scarfone also sald that the company was reconsidering its online Magic col 

laboration with GEnie ("Worldwide Magic,” News & Notes, InQuest #5). 

Those masters of megamerchandsing at Diney Interactive wil release Pocahontas: 

The Video Game in Novernber 1995, Billed asthe irs video game in which the objec- 

tive isto prevent, not wage, war, this offshoot of the latest animated blockbuster 

promises to reward non-violent problem solving. 
Also due out in November from Legend Entertain- 
‘ment Company is Shannara, based on the fantasy nov- 
ls by Terry Brooks. While the game features an original 
storyline by designers Corey and Lox Cole, every game 
box also includes the bestseller Sword of Shanniara, the 
first of Brooks’ series. Legend also plans on producing 
ther multimedia fantasy adventures including Robert 
Jordan's Wheel of Time series, Piers Anthony's Xanth 
novels, and Jack Chalker’s Well World. 
Us old gamers (pushing 30 or more} will be pleased 
to hear that QQP has unleashed Awtil Geen Things From 
‘Outer Space on the general public While Tom Wham 
(chymes with bomb, and the designer of the board 

‘game) doesn’t have a personal hand in the cornputer game, QQP claims to have pre- 

served the “ofiginal slapstick fee!” of the '70s classic (yikes, sound lke a me 

iso out is Origin’s latest entry in the Wing Commander 

series ($54), By all accounts, lil is at least as dificult as the 

previous space-combat thumb breakers. Those without pre- 

Science or some other method of avoiding being blasted by 

the avenwhelming odds are encouraged 6 press Alt-O while 

fiying and selecting invulnerability from the options listed, 

If you've ever heard of Patrick Stewart, you should check 

ut Spectrum Holobyte's phenomenal Star Trek The Next 

Generation; A finol Unity. Except for a few claymation-type 

Sequences, the graphics and sound are incredible—the televison 

actors do the voles, so the performances here are far above the industry norm 

for CD-ROM games. The storyline once again has the crew of the Enterprise saving 

the universe. Thanks to computer graphics, the Federaton finally has to deal with 

altens that don’t look like humans wearing make-up, wigs, or plastic attachinents 

SSG has released Warlords I Deluxe. Judging by the value of Warlords, woukdn't 

be surprised if some fanatical gamers weren't tempted to fly to Australa, where 

8G Is based, and where the game was fist released. 
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GRIDIRON 


FAN TAsSWY FOOTBALL 


"Strap yourself in! 

And get ready for the 
toughest, nastiest, gnarhest 
game of this century. We're 

expecting some hard-hitting, 
and plenty of bloodshed... 
and that's just in the stands! 
So grab some brass knuckles 
and get ready. This 1s 
Upper Deck™ GRIDIRON 
Fantasy Football™!!!" 









2 


“Welcome to the Teradome! The only stadium 
surrounded with high voltage fences that 
protect the players! Tonight's game features 
the hard-hitting Ravens, who lead the lea 

im mtentional violence, They'll be facing tl 
Griffons, a group of mercenaries so tough they 
don't even know how to spell the word "pam!" 


























Lawrence “Lunchbox” Kinkaid-- Fullback 
Big, strong and practically unstoppable. “Lunchbox” 
always wants the extra yard- and usually gets it, 


Tobias Richards— Quarterback 
The quintessential field general, A scrambling, GF” 
rocket-armed veteran who has survived five <7 =~ 

years in a league where the average caret “ 
Is five games. ¥ 









Who says kickers aren't tough? Chris 
‘once drop-kicked an opponent's helmet 
‘over fifty yards~ and the player was still 
wearing it! 








‘andl explort, this gam 
“cat oer one oY PLY. 
Best af at youTtascover ME" A 
1 Peet strategy aur 
and every gamel 


roe ij 













And for those fans 
out there who are 
vs wondering if this 1s 
truly a tougher game, 
| take: a look. Fern the 
y cheerleaders are 


dangerous! 
‘ » Q 

“This year's Uppet Deck™ GRIDIRON | 

Fantasy Football” league features B teams. 







Here's.a look at same of the top squads." 





The most deadly team in the league. 
Three teams disbanded last year after 
crushing defeats at the hands of these 
vicious animals. 


The biggest team in the league. No finesse, 
just smash-mouth football. Their team motto? 
“Just kill, baby.” 


“~~ Last year's champion and the most 





’ . 
4'\\0) resilient team in the league. They =e 
* barely edged out the Ravens for last 
, year's title. 
(a 
4. Cratty, quiok-thinking and It's Upper Deck™ 


| «devious. Proof that brains GRIDIRON Fantasy | 
Gan getyou somewhere = Football™! Where rules) yey 
in this works. and bones were meant | 


tobebroken.And RP \ 
remember, inthis “Fa 380(/ 
A 






ame you don't just 
play to win- you play 
to survive! 











ee brings home alj of he excitement and action you'd. Siete atternoon.o football 


“anid doubles it. You get the down-andedirty, in-your-tave football action you want. rp Tustlikein 
the siti 


F sas at 
never before, ur strategy 
footbal or someting tat rows 


FEES. 
Inaugural Hob 
~ “hobby: and mtedeeoe cent all Retail 
Edition cards can be found in a few major retall outlets whe 
‘they fecognize a cootnew game when they see it 


owls 
Geting sta ple. 
two players: ah an ‘of youl needs: 
SMI, Ae oer Yo 
‘but that 


Tit oi tort ask your cal etaler ar hobby | 
dealer about the Upper Deck" GRIDIRON Fantasy ‘ 


hin Bae Gag God eannded 
£ Sfebeetag os tals st 


hertee recent 
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WRATH 
- OF Titania 


you've been to any tournaments then you may have 
heard the rumors that it’ impossible to bulld 2 high-cal- 
iberartact deck. Wel, those rumars just happen to be fale 

Despite the fact that this deck is over one-third ar 
facts, tcan give even the toughest tournament deck a 
headache. This deck’s based on two principles: land 
destruction and death by creature damage The catch, 
however, is thatthe deck is creatureess, and the ony 
land-destruction spell is the universally destructive 
“Armageaidon. So how does ths thing work? 

‘One of the keys to waning tournament games isto 
‘utdraw your opponent Pound for pound, no artifact is 
better a giving you extra cards than 
the Howing Mine Howeves, 
‘eusually hels your oppo- 
nent as wel, With this dec, 
Yyou can use Relic Bariers or 
Icy Manipulators to tap your 
Howing Mines after your draw 
phase. This way, you'll get extra 
‘ands, butyour opponent won't. You 
really shouldo't ply 2 Howling Mine 
‘wth this deck though, anlessyou have 
some way of shutting i of 

‘Another important aspect ofthis deck, 

land destruction. fyou've gota Sol Ring 
OF some Fellwar Stones out, Armageddans 
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wl almost always hurt your opponent more 
than you. Stnp Mines ae aso included to 
kcep your opponent low on mana; so de 
estate to use them 
Another way to destroy land is through Balance 
\With this deck, you Will invanably have fewer lands than your 
‘opponent. you keep your land 
total ow enough, # Balance 
canbe almost as effective as 
an Armageddon. It might 
even be worth Sinp Mir 
ing one of your own 
lands to augment a 
succesiulBabzeng! 

‘There are other 
ways of shurting 
down your 
opponent's 
mana pro- 
uetion— 
namely, the Winter Orbs. 

Idealy, you'll want to have a Rec Bar cs 
fer out So you ean shut of the Winter Orb us 
before your turn begins. This way, all of your lands untap 
‘every tum, You'l also need at least one ky Manipulator to 
make the Orb really effective. 

‘Once your opponent has tapped al of his lands, use the 
Icy to immediately tap the one land he untaps each turn, 
HWyou've got a second ley aut, you've practically got a 

lock. As long asyou tap your opponent’ new land 
25500n 8 1's payed, hell never have more than 

‘one untapped land in play (oamng Fastbond, 
> ofcourse) 

Without mana, your opponent 
shoul end up witha andi of cards 

Here's where Storm Seeker comes 
‘n real Randy. Ifyou've got some 

Howling Mines out, keep 

then untapped fora turn 
50 your opponent wail 
have mare cards in 
hand and you can hit 
bm for mere damage, 
Ok, so there’s the land destruction. 
What about the alleged creature damage? 
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Factones are nice, but they're nath- 
ng compared to the havoc you'll be 
able to wreak with Titania's Song. When 
you've got a hoard of artifacts out and 
jt doesn’t look lke your opponent can 
60 much, t's time to play one of your 
Titania's Songs. Then attack with all of 


iruntapped artifacts, hopefully dong | 
your untapp. 





tus th hae’ has sone cepa he gone ee The Gin a soa Aa 





enough damage to kill your oppanent # 


none shat. 

It’s extremely important that you 
don't cast Mania’s Song too early or it 
could mean your demise, You usually 
shouldnt cast Titana’s Song unt you 
know you're going to win the game 
Othensise, you'l lose all your card draw. 
Ing and mana-manipulating abies 

you have the means, replaang basic 
lands with Moxes definitely helps. A Black 
Lotus is less useful, as speed isn’t that 
‘important, and the Moxes'l stick around 
after Armageddon and Balance 

By now, you may have figured out 
that this decks extremely vulnerable to 
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‘one card: Energy Flux, Regretiably, the 7 


only ways to fight it are to use your | 


Jester's Cap to get fd of up to three of 
your opponent's Energy Fluxes, to Oi 
tenchant them as they come out, oF to 
Tranquility them away as soon as pas 
bile. Fortunately, not many people play 
with Energy Flux, so this shoulda’t be 2 
‘common problem, 

However, f you're playing in a tot 


rnament where Energy Fixes abound, = 


you may want to consider adding blue 
to this deck, Sub in some Tropical lands 


and Tundras for basic lands and add. E 


‘Counterspelis Since your opponent is 
playing blue, your Fellwar Stones will 
help you cast the Counterspels 


The only drawback to adding blue is. 


that it makes you more vulnerable to 
Blood Moon, so give some thought to 


What youl be playing against when tins 


kering with your library, 

Overall, this is an extremely effec 
tive deck. Most games take a while, usu- 
ally not ending until you've drawn half 
{your library: Early on, it’s mare impor- 
tant to get cards out then to do dam- 
age with your Factories. Once you've 
got things going, it becomes pretty 
straightforward. 





So the next time someone tells you 


that you can’t win with a lot af artacts 
In your deck, whip out Artfact Attack 
and show your opponent just how nasty 
4/4 leyManipulatorcan be 


Jat oes might paler edi thse mii 
‘ioraphis fhe wrote thes bins 


‘a plait Robertson fr is one, 
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olor Me Plaid 


It's happened to al of us. You go into the store filed 
with hope. You tear open that Fourth Edition booster 
pack lusting for a Time Elemental, a Nightmare, ar a 
Shivan Dragon. You eagerly lip past the uncommons, 
finding .. Thoughtlace?! 

‘But don’t despair. although the laces are among 
the least desired card in Mogic: The Gathering, they're 
also among the mast versal. 

“The problem with laces—and this is why most peo- 
ple don’t use ‘em—is that you usually need two colors 
lo make them effective, 

Usually Infact, there 1s one monocolor use worth 
‘mentioning. 

Every color but green has a card that enhances the 
power and toughness ofall creatures of acertain color 
(Bad Moon, Sunken City, Chaos Moon, and Crusade, i 
you're keeping score.) In single-color decks, laces can 

‘extend that benefit to artifact cra. 
tures. Let's say you're playing black 
and you've got a Juggemaut and 

‘a Bad Moon out. If your oppo- 

nent tres to Lightning Bolt your 
Juggemaut, you can respond by 
Deathlacing it, thus making it 
eligibie for Bad Moon's +1/+1 
bonus, 
Deathiace can alo be used 
‘to make one of your creatures 
Immune to spells ke Terror 
and Dark Banishing. Just 
make sure you wait until 
your opporent casts the 
spell, or he can target one 
‘of your other eligible crea- 
tures instead 

If you're playing white 
and anather eal, laces ca 

be used in conjunction with 
‘Crcles of Protecoon, Try play- 
Ing green and white with 
some COP Greens and four 
Lifelaces. If your opponent 
launches anything offensive, 
Just lace it anid COP it 15 a5 
‘Simple as that, 

‘The laces also offer 
some unique countering 
abilty. The most common 
combo is red and blue 

“crossblasting.” Cast 
Thaughtlace on one of 
your opponent's spells or 





BH Leces. They do’ suck, 


Trstus 



























permanents, then nai it with a Red Elemental Blast or 
Pyroblast For only two mana, you can counter any spel 
‘or destroy any card in playl 

Black and green gain countering power when you 
combine Deathlace with Lifeforce or Lifelace with Death- 
‘rip. (Did you get that?) With these combos, you can 
lace any spell, then counter it wth your enchantment 

White and black can provide each other with coun- 
tenng support through the Order of the Sacred Torch 
and the Stromgald Cabal, Just lace an obnoxious spell 
to the appropriate color and tap your Knight to counter 
your troubles away 

Speakang of black and wite, few creatures enjoy 
laces more than the vanous Knights and Orders that 
have protection from black of white, Say you've gat a 
Black Knight out and your opponent has a Maze of th 
Problem? Not at all. Just give the Maze a nice coat of 
whitewash with a Purelace, and it can no longer target 
your well-protected Knight. Is your army of Orders of 
Leitbur looking down the barrel af a devastating Earth- 
‘quake? Lace the quake to black and laugh atthe tremors. 

Suppose you're playing red and green, and you're 
getting plinked to death by a Repentant Slacksmith 
because you haven't pulled a green creature. Believe 
or not, Lifelace could be your salvation, Next time that 
{annoying Blacksmith attacks, lace one of your creatures 
to-green, then block with it. 

If you're playing red/white with few white perma- 
rents, throw in some Anarchies and Purelaces, On the 
ther side of the coin, if you're playing white and get 
naled by an Anarchy, make your opponent sorry by 
repainting his toughest permanents. 

Laces can also slim down the bull's eyes on multicolor 
spells and creatures. Are red and black arcls of protec 


‘ton keeping your Vaevictis Asmadi at bay? Then Lfelace 2 


the éragon, making tim ane—and only onel—new calor, 
and fee birn to fly dles araund your apponent 
you're going to use a lace to avert a Circle of Pro- 
‘tection, take care with your timing. Your opponent will 
assume he can rely on his COP's protection, so he won't 
block your creature. Lace up your cards once blocking 
has been declared, then sit back andl enjoy the fun! 
Now that you know just how valuable laces can be, 
1. gialy trade you some for a couple of Shwvans or Assa5- 
‘sins. Well, maybe that’s pushing it, ut atthe rate laces 
go for in cash and trades, they/recesntely with getting 
your hands on. So the next time you get a lace in a 
booster pack or starter deck, think positive. then shell 
jt another few bucks in hopes ofa cooler card gy 
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Coming soon to cyberspace near you, Netrunner™, 
the new trading card game from Wizards of the Coast. 
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© tfyou havea Porc Entity atightmare 0/2 because tically vernal gt, vo mates ow many 
with a Blue Ward on it, car ft still da its power and toughness ore a special —cuurters tho *urget has, (But when a 
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less off” My queson scan usoa Gee's get ack, wich makes —C Shockey, Waynesbor, PA 
B_Stup/Tiebepestore averse Damage on tis ss offs? Gaeaa whopping D/D but respond by A: Yes. ny card hot sys "Som- 
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you gel twa extra turns. ff you Fark 
ut opponent's Time Walk, they 
‘esa esl fie so you gel an extra 
‘turn ond then he gets an extra turn. ta 
cfwo-lyer gm, i's0 wes, 


©: Suppose 'm playing wth hee 
the payers nd I put ow The Rak, 
Does offect ll oppnents ost one 
af ny che? 
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: Ooss 0 Mana Wotrx, Planer 
Gt, or Soe Clr caver nyhing 
beyond clare mana? Whar usin 
‘Stone Colendor ond Fiebal, do you 
set fre domoge? 

A. Robbins rat, KS 

A Toy any reduce the olartess 
part af the asin cas. Foc pls wth 
costs ike Firebol, Stone Colendor 
an ed an i the X 


fo ovthon Bods 01/1 Nar 
folk, does te Mrfol' corr oka 
nine pin f ramp dage? 

=H Rebbis, Pra, 1S 

Je Trample only works whe 
trampling creolura is attacking. 
des d anything for blackng, 








Q if soci an ania tog, 
roy | Reconsctt? 

—S.Senat, eerson Cy, MO 

Yes Reconsrctn doesn care 
how the otf gti the roveyerd 





0: When you safe on orf 
10 pump your Ag, isthe +2/+2 
permanent? 
—S. Comern, Kingston, Ona 
‘Ac No. Al et ees expr ot tha 
end fhe tur unless th card spec 
tcl says something different 


© Crrivarus Pant says Summon 
Wal stallowed ta atk? 

—K.HeCallough, Panes City, OK 

No *Suraron Wal mors Cor 
sivas Pon a 0 wall No wal con 
std unless cod tke Animate Wall 
alvesit thot oily. 





Can | puto Spit Link am my 
‘opponents creature? 


—1 Ronn, Seas, AZ 
Ys, an you gin the i, Great 
thing do to «ram je 








: What difference, if ony, is 
there between o “Mana Artifact” ond 
‘0 rogulor Artifact? 


—C Mantbank, Ancharoge, AK 

2c" Ait ithe oboe 
inned way of saying "Top this fot 
to use it W's ys ke ving atop 
‘symbol inthe octvation cst. 








Hf yu cost Photos! Train 
i dal nd, oes it change olf the 
Tondo lhe land? 

—H Rogers, Masi, OH 

The whl hing, 


‘: If Personal Incarnation is is- 
corded, dayou sil ose olf ofyur te? 

-—W lay Sonstoro, IN 

‘AN, You only loli goes ta 
the groveyord from ply, The Fourth 
Eton version spel his out uti 
peso ol versions) 





0: If you ploy Seeker ond Feor 
on the same creature, who con bck 
this morstsiy? 

inches, hese 

A: Only on orfifoct crecture, or 
‘o multicolored crenture that's both hind 
cond white, 


0: Con aclnedShivon be pumped 
vithllve nono? 

Elo, Conc, A 

A: Napa. ne copies the wale 
cor, ndting mana sybils 


O:ifo ack reo tds os pot 
fo band andthe apparent os COP: 
Bch, dos it blok the whe bond? 

0. Mion 

4: COPs don’t block, thay ust 
prevent damage. fach creature is 0 
Separate source of damage. The 
COP:Blackcca't stop the damage 
fr the orb aa 








Q: If you use your Dvarven 
Wars to moks yor Drogen Whe 
unbockoble an you boost Whale 
wth is wm obi? 

—S.Comeran, Kingston Ort. 

Yes, Al he Dwarves cra is 
athe th creature i smal enough 
hon you sete Dwarves 





Magic Rulings 


The oes and gre era, le changes od rd dations 
‘ra the Wiad fh Cost us Grp 





Errate: 
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59 cst fo oniap ot 
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these csi combine 
Ine esi tp ost 
tha cn nly be pid 
atthe end of upkep. 
Fer example f you 
co enc ath Dod 
na Colas af Sor- 
dh, you con ontop it 
by paying ane lack 
ard 10 ater roa ot th end af upkep. 

you tl aage fram Ha sp, wl oo tad ne 
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foc he “an.” 
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thesame canoe ee tun 
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‘expansion sal Thisincaes cards rm Chris, bt dos wat 
indo cords Tid ond Fourth Ein, since tay boven expen. 
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Whoops! 


We spot afew erorsin passes. 
"Never tit sid hot we do’ foss up 
‘10 our own mistakes! These two questions 
‘were incorrectly answered in InQuest 2's 
‘Stumpers: 


0.1 yu Fork o Whol of Fortune to 
draw two consecutive seven-cord hands, 
‘co you ct esos a interrupts from 
your fist set before discarding them and 
Aoring he sand sr? 

2 Mo, Try brookng events down i 
‘he steps far instants ike we did las 
month ithe “st Haw Fs sas" fo 
fure-00 Magic ning rowing cards i 
par af phase 4, resolution, ond fst 
effacts aren't gol during this step. 

the fst Wheel resolves, 
fcord your hond ond draw 
seven now sors 








: My Mons Goblin Roidrs gets 
stoonraled by a ramping Wor Mom- 
‘oth. hove Sate Healer, who pre 
‘vents one point of danoge othe Gabhn 
Riders. How muchrample domoge gos 
through tome? 

‘Trample spllover does’ hoppen 
unl the ond ofthe dnage-prvertion 
siep. Ifyou prevent one point of 
amoge tthe goblins, than aly ane 
point ill ramp oves,(Thar’s no 
vay fo save the goblins ond take 10 
points youself) 


‘so Up You leve in issue #3 sid 
‘hot you could Copy Arif rons: 
grified Sarra Angel. Wo con do— 
Copy Ato can ony eapy 0 “naire!” 
‘oil, nat o creature ond tho's 
boon turned into an ortifoct creat 
by onother cord, Similorly, Cl 
‘ond Doppelganger can only copy 
“tural” coors. oe 











ve ageing quason has i 
Yeu val pe 
vel col your nerves. Ena us ot 
InQuestlog ue com or wie: 


STUMPERS c/o inQuest 
15] Wells Ave. 


Congers, NY 10920 


Include your fll none, kes, ond 
umber. 








oH TE Stumpsrs 


(Cancer tk (yop pic blero, wih ood one atc nade 
wih itese cor, be sad on affereos wel ws the detest? 


MTs isa purl ene co Three a fe ca tht a be sadn 
shrine coon Spc car suo Best's yan et 
‘xpaion Poe Su, Sct W's Cage Oa Thao coed an 
‘entnke omy card tabove dandy ht nd be prt oft Peet Rec” 


(How do seo corde Gos Char? Wn woul I ply aca ks his? 


A Wl he best pose oss ths od when Goi your chi 
ce. Yu ney sc yor opponent came bes Gambit cn ok pat shots 
«his enero, but hey cat atock i ratscbly, you val ply sis belo 
boil een stored, 

THsmaymck Gad serinvi, but her oe wos neath fs 
of sc far xamp, Camoge co os hs Spb Web on Garo rif 
the hrst—no an cent Gort, ut Gort en loge ik onyane ee. 


{Conoco hr’ God of Tus, ich sp rss is ogy kl 
tn oh forte amide fh tile, bse a dlr rus fr sng tr 


offersve manures? 


Thar re mony ws far isco go nh ffnaly od in 
sil Th best pose we forte cr, for example wen Thor’ gor Up 
aes someone wih ohh Era on none of aura chaos reine 
sar hgh Ener logue (cy, your PofessxX wes kook at of tn bole 
‘en Your oppneat inks e's oman Eesy tod, nie oom — 
yu apr hen wha God of Thnk cow an Tho’ Eneny nd dee 
ge lig bw 


Conse wc ke Voronoi ht ding ping phos my opp 
t's the nw hare comes int the bot? 


‘Yes, you an. Venom’ Prick soe hat he con asl sel he 
eae of your opanns forth chro fom comings he oy Ths canbe 
ployed any tna uni he serve coms na ploy ing the Oslo 
hore lhe hm, 


0 ey, who oe fossil tern he bit -hard corer vey cand 
ding tha? 


ATho' a sere al fo Het —vary cord has spac sagan of 
{er spdic ita cord Why? So fin ormoret ploy o erin ad Becomes a 
gmebrekar i's esr to esp clogs, nd ce up wih speci es 
‘whee bono esta wil oo moke Mt ns oct ct- 
lay ond ake cas when o second eon sensed. 





We'd like to thank those Fleer guys and gals, 
especially Steve Domzalski, for all their help 
with this month’s Stumpers. For all our sakes, 
we hope that if Galactus attacks, they've got 
their Ultimate Nullifier ready. 





(BE ow xh eine wold 
‘ke a et srt 
dou? 





BE "Von. know 
wes pat dy ve 
trough oc” 














ani ———- 
‘The time of The 


has dawned. The etemal 





GAME struggle for the Prize contn- 































[met tues in Highlander: The Cand 





Game's Movie Bdition™ 
Relive the action and adves- 
ture of Connor MacLeod, 
‘The Kurgan, and the other 
Immortals from the 


Highlander” series of| 
Two MONUMENTAL EXPANSIONS: 
Both AVAILABLE THANKSGIVING 1995 


motion pictures: ln the end 


there can be only one 


Journey throuphh te Towers 
in Timgigy 66 the lands of 
Asien Grecoe inthe first 
“epitnsion set from Thunder 
Casile Games. Hamess the 
newly discovered power of 
Greek gods, nespos. and le 
ends to HANIA questo 
ominateie sof exis 
ence, SBOE your orig 
inal Towelllfhe”™* 
armies wi pew foundl 

fe their 

pe sands 
D.O.b 


Kanoas Crey, CIO GHIS8 





(816) 363-936: 
sail, Wyuna seg 
wal syn 





The Creations 
A gallery of fan-made cards for 


Magic: The Gathering. 








eckin indus, woron cone fr which 
youd center Magicard. The 
etson ho etn the mst ceive ety 


woud win an ent st Magi To Gathering 
With: mend fs pr, we kno we'd ge wshong 


responso—but west wre prepared forthe thousands of enios 
thal led our offices! 


oud bt oma wh Ceres ond wad, nighy 





THE 'HEY, IT'S JUST 
LIKE AN ANTE CARD BUT WE 


Indvest st png ho ea ens fad owed 
ingot tego om bod wee rude here de 
‘a créme of our entries. 

Andon thug her was elo pr, omy ppl i 
sah a get wih hr ents th we con el hem ga 
‘unrewarded, Sa every persan whose entry sees print this tssue wins 
a pest ofthe Anon Madoc ca: om nes 2 sined by 
Asan ims 

But enough of this—on fo the entries! 














CAN ACTUALLY PLAY WITH ITI 
AWARD 


4, Te Target any card opponent bas in 

iy og econ cnmler of thatcard 
Sautlla Pharaal’s Whiste into oppo 

‘nents brary Alea return io abginal 

‘wns wich game is over 

“When Pharaoh calls, he gets what hc 

wants” 

when, 

Pharaoh's Ste 


‘Mas. Questia T Nuttanann 


Phorook’s Whistle 
Quentin T. Nottmann 
Seword, Neb. 

‘cls, ey datos re iyo Temps 
hl eld ibe ht can pleas what 
Itt we shi (ih bat, 9 poral) 





Tht ie ht cn 





Schizophrenio 
Se 





Tink the Wet cso servi Sewell 
nse Yeh, stg bu is prey ok 











‘The us wre chase by Wiad Fes. The ors 
sce ot sho Wiad of th Const 

















THE “WHAT THE HELL 
WERE YOU THINKING” 


AWARD 





Tentot Dest 


i 


): to aéarch through your 
ry for any lwo cards. 
@): to rottiove any card from 
‘your graveyard. 
qh: to bring in any outside 


ard. 
“Be careful what you wish for! 
Tits, Michiel Dusin 


‘Wolkertoe, ted. 
‘Takis ing wuld bested? hs cho enon wi 

‘nso unbolanced cord ety, crestor gh the rox 

Jong wos dering eas por cod nogmb Uh, 















er 


Dork Wizard 
Don Scott 


certs power: gh 


ed "When summoned spend 8 Ma 
‘acrfice any uO creas a 
you contol Xs the coud cot 
Cost ofall erature saesiead Daa 
Rear ese nt play st pve 
toughen squl Yoel 





Worreesburg, Mo. Reoper 
hot yu soa iy sand whniewiegacad Barry Hurd 

‘sok nakedyexsng Magicard oe (ior Yokime, Wosh 

‘4, Hat?) As abn Tremor, he ark Wierd, Abd gt on abo? The hard pot oso 


‘ea Hoge, shoal ow ahh 
Meteo far mane sig. 


itt ug tv ce 
fa, bt va he lls pores, od we 
hog Neer tower wasconsng! 











uae 
‘thecmean open leo 


otaher mem prt oe 


Gra cad Tiss of os oft ome 
‘a fis sng crate, but ys mange ff a 

ad Angel i estlence—ar wars, do tre Weak 
ss ss ue fo wal hr 













sang 968 






destroyed ba nt une, 
ed Aga geet 
rel may be egeneraed by 








Dregoe Lemmieys 
ren S. Stokes 
ogee, Utoh 
‘Wega que of anni eies—aed ling 
is oto ss te Dogon ag 
kth cake Ot of es rn bs gh ot 
«es wesou God pb Det 















Wile th mooi of contstns wen! or powerul cords, same fons ook o diferent route ond 
wet for lugs These ord oso ek’ cesome veut et he pk for theses, 





Tan payer fis 2 mints, om he 
plying of ths ead to find am rms 








Pay this can to freak out your 
‘opponents 


What’ red ad ries aa goes rund 
ind 








Jeff Corr Dennis Amador Cherry 
Edison, HA. Ven Nuys, Calif. 





Guy 
Victorville, Calif. 


Enchant creature 


“Target creature loses 
any special ability 
that requires tapping 
or activation cost, 








‘Sethe’ ating ool estes acl 
fled in, toachws apa an aspect af the gome Colombio Porque Snn Andrés, Mexico 
calemiaee e Tess he ben rina bt ee 


| theft rs ed es at 
| io tong cel of our opments sf, safe 
inl ised Zr, eg les et 
‘ahs ellen Angel—huk, the icky op ys con pal 
wihihisspelis endless! 













help you keep track of life totals, and 
handy storage bag, 


Fall 95 « $19.95 
‘Wheat oF the Cons Cusger Service 
eo10038 





| Magi The Gotering anu of i te Coot fe Ws Cs eed dk We he Cw nc © 198 wine hens ac Ag ave 














Ii ves ray shtze one as etoct Ma | : reat 


abit of target creature an your 
graveyard All activation costs) 
ust still be pate ¥ 


msn psy tapped 
Yau! uplap, you may pace a 
2 have It 


















Bugnboo 
Curt Covert 





Bowie, Md, 


Donbury, Conn. As James ple i ys hik Haas aby 
ke hr ya sas ny ws ad ‘ite cantine th Tara's Cpt sen 
cong Haw een Se fete osesn 20TH Mae Root et fo yor gps We dot Haas wy 0 
bet Gist, mh ‘eft Beans dar hah 
Arlington, Vo. 


ara port be sa oes up 
yor oes it illo by, od 
ptr kr avd, yy 





i oi eal Ge 








Morrow Zombie 
Richord Broggink 
Ottown, Canada 

Concentrotion Yh Tos ure se Mr ase he 

Otmor S.Schlanke Yeoa, sdk Kid he ate Nod 

Auburn, Alo, legs eh 

Seo play exes psn hn pre 
teresa th eed danas? Co hs nd woe 
byebys 


ccReE TTS eT L 


Foibiddn Ane 


wt 
wet 


Tie coal fart tt planer 
veda coer 


One po! 
Epa Ge 





Pandare’s Bax 
Charles $. White IV and Chess Stetsan 


BEE SEM ay ot pce = 
semen ‘inten anne 





Orcish Time-Bamb 
Mant Ca 
Mentor, Ohia 

Tas shoul have ben oats, bl the dos 
ta opens mre fon cds 





deéridy make agone menace, eae 
opponents Fored to drop Force ef Nature (or tree) into 


oy mat rors Ja hpeyon dd same Th vagy eer cag su 


fot to you ol woh = appnen ca ths rd ip 





opiate 


NU oi aie 


“esee sees to mie Denonychis 
1 Raman Dt end of tra 
“The whole woman Headed 
ht at rls th of ae 











Deinanychus Pack 


Gragan’s Vires Brian Choo 

Wes Cleveland & Dustin J, Mackerman Perth, Agstralia 

Chondler, Ariz. Tho FygnyAlszrson tke dws fot on fa 
Theale de Peden ane Tolman, Thos fag cod dar att Mepis mre ds! 


Grog’ is vtec tt ene 
pow wl elas fun ply 





ee 


Arlee x 

Centred not ea noma iF an opponent's card forces you ‘Cannot bck or tac 

‘Heaing Paste Mod dhmiged extn to draw or discard, that opponent 

wh acount for exch pan of dam fdas or discards un equal num- 
ber at ends 


Tugel» eretore when Witting Do 
ems nt play Ie Wiking Dl 
ceva! than 


oe sdenroed 
that cea det 


Se 


rad Alton 


Mirror of Eqeality Witching Doll 
Michael "Kallie® Richter Brad Alisan 
Bramsthe, Germany Raleigh, N.C. 

Worn! Hey Hin Ts feet it Wen gored gosh 


St, Thoms, Conade 
We've gt ee ward forte amy eng 
rtp gonbye, 


PE APRA NE 





WINNER | 


‘ec arrvig be hess fei dwn tthe 2th 
apperin se pots, we da gh iden te vir 
ar Ker ered one elo op od evying & 
ga, wel bdonced cd xen et, nl realy cal sry 
ebb whe tng (st chk ou he vr et seine 
sa bot stk bs Cong, Kren 


2 Changeling counter. Treat Changeling 
‘3520/1 Black ereatare, 


aries mol often sel helhy 
pao ia 
Spero. guise he ip 

‘and that is thot. really, i picaiaiaal 


‘the stolen child 
recov 
this cantest, we're terning it inta a manthly 
ting with oar next Issac. Sa if 
interested in entering and passibly 
winning some coal staff, check aut InQuest 
‘#8, on sale the first week in November. jp 
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rap)(ele)Kes LD earth 


‘THE Wizarps 


“They first appeared in Middle-earth dbous the year 1000 


the Third Age, but for long 


they went about in simple guise, as it ‘ere of Men already old in years but hale in body, 
travellers and wanderers, gaining knowledge of Middle-earth and all that dwelt therein, 
but revealing to none their powers and purposes.” 


_ ore 
<< 


Middle-earth: The Wizards” is ICE's simple, em, 
and:intriguing card game for one ta five players set in 
‘Tolkien's epic fantasy world. Players design their awn 
unique decks and compete in a fierce’struggle against 
the forces of Sauron, the Evil One, Each plays one of 
the five “Istani(Wizards) sent bythe Valar to right the 
‘Balance of Things in Middle-earth: 


—Gandalf the Grey, servant of Manwé, the Lord of the Sky 
‘anid King Gf the Valar, 

—Saruman the White, servant of Anlé the Smith and Father 
of the Dwarves; 

—Radagast the Brown, erant of Yavarina the Mistress of 
Growing Things: 

—Alatar the Blue, servant of Oromé, the Hunter: snd 

—Pallando the Deep-blue Istar, servant of Mando, the Lord 


‘of Doom, 
Peat ats ws By a UC, POT ea, Cie: vA 202 
[Sane ena: woes Hs ke ene Hong et om Aen 
Ti ek dT a Ro 


i eset 
‘tera a 





nH Bd 
sll dist yttanf SRT Pon ayconren 
hoi fang xen st 














—The Istari” Unfinished Tales, p. 405 





In Middle-earth: The Wizards your Istar\intuences 
characters, who form companies and fellowships and joumey 
afar 6 gather *resources”—including allies, factions, arti 
facts, and Jore—all in an effort to strengthen the cause 
against Darkness. ‘Theit daunting mission involves avoiding 
4 host of “hazards” including sirange enchantments and 
environments Foul beasts, terrible monsters, and the fell 
tminiong oF the Lord of the Rings. The struggle requires a 
constant balance of power and secrecy, strength and steals, 
And speed and eéstrunt. Afterall, the lure of the land! and 
the sensesand the risk of “se-ootruption” present powertul 
angers tothe Istari’s noble chisade, 


Mipote-Earin; Tae Weearps* 


ICE’s Collectible Card Game Based on 
J.R.R. Tolkien's Epic Tales of 
‘The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings 


Tron Crown Eniterprises, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1605 . 
Charlottesville, VA 22902 
(800) 325-0479 or 

FAX (804) 977-4811 

eMail: VAICE@aol.com 








By Jim McLauchlin 








Interview 


Up close and personal with the Lord of Darkness. 


freelance writer gets offered 
‘many assignments, Unless he's 
John Seals (see InQuest #3), he 
‘usually tums down the strange ones, Usu- 
ay, Some are just too tempting to pass 
up, Especally when they deal with.the 
“Master of Temptation himself 
So when InQuest offered me the 
chance to Interview the devil guess 
Diane Sawyer was busy quizaing Michael 
Jackson again—| took it. Actual, Ididn’t 
jump right in, thad to check out a few 
things frst—my pay (0 pieces of silver), 
\tansportation (the Road of Good Inter 
fnons) and my guts. had to see 1 was 
ally sealyswfing to interview the Lord 
afte Undeorid in the frst place. 
"What the Heli?” | thought. “I've 
worked retail, How bad could inter- 


viewing Satan be?" 

This interview was conducted in Pur- 
gatory, neutral ground for bath of us 
Thad a few sins to work off anyway, 
and was told I'd receive credit for time 
spent there. 


InQuest: Yeah, "ve heard it before. The 
hele “man of wealth and taste” bit. Let's 
Square thes away rightoff the bat: you've 
‘gone by a lot of “nick*names (oooh! | 
Nike that one!) through the years 








been called Satan, Lucifer, Pluto, 
Mephistopheles, Old Scratch, a hast of 
‘thers: What's your real name? 


Atright, Prince. Let's cut right to the chase 
Many people have accused you of beng 
an evlivluence behind fantasy gaming — 
everything from Advanced Dungeons & 
Dragons to Magic: The Gathering. They 
say these games are a clever ruse to get 
‘unassuming kids to worship you. Any uth 
to these rumors? 


So where did all these rumors get 
siarted? 








z 
i 





afterward that his career was ying nowhere. So 
we made a fle deal The ext thing you know — 
Academy Aran 

But the game self? Pe got nothing to do 
vil I woud want tobe associate with thse 
nme geeks arpa. 


Why should I beleve you? Afterall, you are 
“The Great Decewver The evidence of your 
involvements there. 
What evidonce? Where? 


























Wal, in Magic: The Gathering, for starters. 
There's a card called Demonte Attorney 


Sof Thats function of aw, not the vam, Al 
tears are demons. One of my bllr creations, 
Infect 


Well how about Demonic Hordes? 
Yeah, Pe got em, Big deal Rs all colnidence 
Conic Books ae Sank Mal cards how wp in the 
‘nin New Wort Order ead game, and bet 
you've gota lot of thse hanging around your 
house, Ws all creamstantal. | dont have any- 
thimgto do wit ths Mage tll. don't even row 
the frst thing about 








| stl don’t beleve you. Your influence def 
Initely shows through on the Demonic 
Tutor card 

Yeat, soure. Fora easing cost of two mans, 
yon gett choose one enn rom yar Bray and 
then reshuffle, Whoop-ieoo. That's my ila: 
ence? caul da let Beto than that! 


Hey, walt @ sec. | thought you said you 
‘didn’t know any of this Magic stu! 
ving ight ong... rms bs ges} 


What about Db, the Cwdl War card gare? 
ve got eventing to do wih war, but nothing to 
do wt the game. I prefer the ral hing O, what 
cv men wil comin war! I ely digit. 





There's acard called The Devlin the Star 
Trek: The Next Generation Customizable 
Card Game. 

Yea so? Lame cso, ha makoup. Bt what's 
ithe tte oft eame? Eiht words? Who are 
‘hey tying to kid? 


Well, how about Advanced Dungeons & 


Dragons? 
Haw about 











The game's just overflowing with demons 
and devis. 

Sire, but the only reason theyre there fs as 2 
‘vide to be defeated Practically everybody who 
slays that game wants to playa character wio's 
"wou" sed noble” You eve ply the game? 
How many people chooss to play evil charac 
ters? Like, zeraevile, man, They nse the ame 
to act mor virtuous acd noble than they are in 
really. That's my only groblem wth 


Butte games ako rile with sorcery. Most 
religions agree that sorcery goes against 
10d, and that t's ev. 

Your key worl here I “ost.” tall depends on 
bic religion you ask n sme religions, “sor 
cary” or "magic" brings yon closer to God. I's 
another surprive to ost peopl bow much oss 
rized religfon can work ny favor There's only 
one true path to salvation? Cut me a break. Rll- 
lon is where you fed I. And wherever yo find 
1 It works for you, you should oll with i. 
Religion ist mine, bat the divisiveness t can 
bring all me. 








So you're saying there's no evil influence 
in AD&D? 

Wel there so ine, ike sil he demos 
and devils there are faletyreaistc portrayals kn 
the ae Tey’ seamay, there dest, here 
ay they're despleable, theyre stupid, theyre 
rid, Wey sme bad, Nobody wants fo pay @ 
esnan—they all want te beat apn the demon. 
‘They want to wick im witha broadsword and 
Fenn bot hi into cbvon. Nabody wants tobe 
‘he Btack Hat. They al want fo be the Wie Rat, 
‘They all want to be Joh iat Wayne, Not that 
fe was a ood rine. Of the tris cou 


tellyou there. 


So you're not behind any off? All these 
desonic® Mage carts ae just concidence? 
Yen. 

And no late-night pentagram meetings 
wah E. Gary Gygax? 

Who? 

Dont worry—mast of our readers proba- 
bly don’t know him either. So fantasy gam 
ing is not some big, evil, msidious plot? 
No. Not that I don’t have those cooking. Right 
lacing ard Republicanism are the 
es getting most of my ation, lst think — 





every time you do the “Rchey Breaky” o vote 
GOP, | zeta part of your soul, 


You've got to be behind heavy metal 
music, aight? 
‘wish, There's money in But the answer no 


Not even Ozzy Osbourne? 
e'etho worst of at What a strongsied ey. 
behing tld you! haven'tred, bt he caf be 
tempted. Ozzy bs absolately neoruptibe 


How about Alister Crowiey? What was he 
really tke? 

‘Acharatan at hes, He was just a guy who used 
ny rame to try to gt chicks | hal nothing to do 
with him. Hews really ast a of, although bis 
"Do what tha wl sal be the whole of the Law 
silosophy shod of keen. Free wl, nce again 


So you're not involved with Ozzy or Crow. 
ley.Do you have any agents on Earth? 
Sure. Right nc, New Gingrich and Pea Jam 
ae my big guns. Yim rather proud of them. Ob, 
yeah the Dallas Cowboys in alo current 
negating a deal wth Ross Pert. 


So do people actualy dance with you in 
the pale moonlight? 
Don't zk. hate hat darn marie 


So, any new projects coming up? 
Wel fa belles in sling wth what yu nom, 
0 ' getting reay fr some ev, followed by 
some more evi, some bartering fr souls, hen a 
Fite more ev i 


To sum up, what’ the one thing you want 
‘everyone to know about you? 
Make no mistaken rotten toe coe. frm dow: 
dann eon and fn double dae tough an 
sty ant uly, to. I want your soul and do 
watt takes oot But dot looking fr me 
jn same enomny card gare. don bother with 
this saciiced oat and buming incense routine 
ter. Frmin your ow face when yo fel ato for 
someone tsa, im standing there when ou thik 
1 re oo god to help out someane wis not 25. 
fortunato 2s you are. That's where you ca Bnd 
‘me. tn cant game? F woukirt waste my tine, 
(4, yeah Ard remember—evl eins! <Q 
aw, inh ey bck he, J Meld 


poised ngs gn Ten i red 
these ge 
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On Deck 


Reviewing the latest releases in collectible card games. 











DRAGON DICE 
Publisher: TSR 


Designer: se Sih 
Genre Fssy 


Sixes 146 dice 


Pockoging 18 dee str bexes, 
itd ker pais 


~ 


Dragon Dice 


Pe eter on Ht ae cd eae ee ch 
bb Hecreoerireneor meni tes 


tains a random assortment of dice. You're expected to put together 
three armies of dice from what you trade or buy. As with a collectible card 
‘game, a player must collect his dice, choose which to use, and then bring 
them to bate againsta similarly armed opponent. 

This process is similar to deck building m that there are 146 different 

“dice to choose from (plus two exclusive convention dice, f you want to 
be technical) Players agree on a set number of points with which to 
bulld armies of dice. A small six-sided die is worth one point, a medium 
sixsided dle two points, a large six-sided dle three ponts, a convention 

| die four points. Large dice are more powerful than small ones and often 
have special powers 

“There are four colors of dice representing four competing fantasy races: 
coral elves, dwarves, goblins, and lava elves. Each of the four races has one 
special power when fighting in their home terrain: for instance, goblins in 
the swamp are especialy tough The choice of races is cufious, What the 
heck isa lava ef? And what kind of game has elves, dwarves, and dragons, 
‘but no orcs? 

At any rate, each race is divided into several classes of warnors: 
infantry, archers, cavalry, and wizards, each with its own abilites and, 
depending upon the type of combat, advantages. When building their 
armies, players must choose what races to use and what troops to rmuster, 

At the start af the game, each player breaks his chosen dice into 
three groups or armies and deploys them in three areas. Fach player 
will have an) army defending his home, an army attacking his 
‘opponent's home, and an army battling in the area between the two 
homes, known as the “frontier.” Each area is represented by an eight- 
sided “terrain die,” vith players providing the terrain die (here are four 

types) for their home terrain. Each player also proposes one 
eight-sided terrain die to represent the frontier. A roll-off 
determines which one is selected. Then all three terrain dice are 
rolled to a random number from one to seven (eights are 
rerolled). 

Each turn, players may use two separate armies, first to 


‘opponent's troops. In order to move the terrain die up oF down 
‘one pip—from six to seven, for instance—your army in that 


Soggsted Rett 19S persetrin {6772 Must outmancuver your opponent's coresponding arry. 


$5 95 pr ike poe 





This ts done by having each player rol all the dice in his army. 
Whoever rolls the most maneuver pips, represented on the dice 
by feet, hooves, or sails, wins the maneuver, Manewvenng a dhe 
fram seven to eight means you've taken control of that terrain di. 

‘The game ss won by controlling two of the three terrain dice 

For strategic reasons, sometimes it's better to move a die down 

Instead of up. The number on the terrain die indicates how close the 

two armies in that area are to each other. Low numbers mean they're 





far apart, so magic ts used in combat. High nut 


ers mean 
the armies are close, so melee takes place. In between the 
‘two is missile distance 

In an attack, all the dice inthe attacking army are rolled, 
The rolls are interpreted according to the type of attack. For 
instance, ifthe terrain numbers were high, the attack 
‘Would be a melee, and I'd look for sword icons on my dice 

16 | rolled an eightdice army and got five swords and 
my opponent’ eight-dke army yielded two shields, that 
would mean | had five hits and she had two saves. Three 
hits would get through, meaning she'd lase three points! 
worth of dice. The defender would choose to remove 
either one large three point dle, three one-point dice, oF a 
two-point and a one-point de. 

Magic using troops are a double-edged sword They 
are very vulnerable to missile and melee attacks. On the 
other hand, if they come up with wands in an attack rol, 
they get to cast spells These spells—there are five for each 
terrain—can be used as simple hits, just ike a melee 
attack, can reanimate dice that have been klled in battle; 
oF infivence future dice roles The mast powerful spel 
summons a dragon that will atack any army that happens 
into its pats. 

Dragons are represented by 12-sided dice. A dragon 
‘an do more than 10 points of damage in a single attack, 
hile the largest troop die can do a maximum of five 
damage There are five types of dragon, and each has its 
‘own special power that one time in 12 will devastate any 
‘opposing army. An army may get hicky and killa dragon, 
But more tkely it will simply fly away when It’s tired of 
eating (one time in sx). 

[ike using a magic army in ry hone terotory, lls of 
cavalry in my army attacking my opponent's home, and a 
missle army in the frontier. That's because you get to 
‘choose your home terrain, quaranteeing the special racial 
advantage for your home army (often extra defense, which 
wizards need). In the frontier area, missile-using 
‘troops are especially useful because 
they can hit opposing dice in any 
area (home missile-iring armies 
‘an reach no further than the 
frontier). Using cavalry on the 
attack of the opponent's home is 
helpful because of their high 
‘maneuverability, which can keep 
‘mein control of the terrain de 

This is afun and addltve game. 

Because each player builds his 
armies with an equal number of 
points, one player can’t simply 
spend money to insure victory 
Imagine every Magicceatih were 
sven a pointvalue, and each deck 
had a point limit. Would you use © 
four Dark Rituals or 9 Black Lotus in 
_your deck? 

‘That's the challenge presentect 
to every player of Dragon Dice: You 
know you're evenly matched with: 
your opponent in terms of troop 
values. The winner of the game will 
be the player who maneuvers mast 
cleverly, uses magic, most 










































effectively... and rolls the luckiest. So you might get rolled 
‘over in one game, then, matched against the same player 
‘with the same dice and the same setup, easily win the very 
next game A lost game calls for an instant rematch, 
There's no break to reconstruct a deck, go to the 
sideboard, or pull a second deck better sulted fo the one 
‘you're battling. You're certain that with just a little more 
good luck, of a Wttle less bad, you'll overcome your 
‘opponent 

1 enjoyed forming armies through drafting: simply 
putting all the dice in a pile and alternately choosing, 
(*Ah, so you're going for a magic-using coral elf 
detachment, huh? Well, they'll never stand against my 
crossbow-firing darves!”) 

There ate a few weaknesses to the game, The colors of 
the dice are sometimes inconsistent, especially amongst the 
eight-sided terrain dice I've seen, Since the calors are 
Important for both the casting of magic and determining 
racial bonuses, ths lack of consistency leads to confusion and 
slows the game down. 

‘The rules for the game are printed on two long sheets 
of paper that are organ-folded, like a map A single stapled 
rule book vath a table of contents or index would speed up 
games immensely. The starter box includes a few cards to 
represent the three areas of conflict (the two home areas 
and the frontier). Unfortunately, there’s no useful 
information on them. They'd be much better if printed 
with the racial bonuses on one side and the spectal powers 
that come when control of an eight-sded terrain 1s gained 
on the other. 

My most serious complaint is that the rules for 
dragons are terribly written. It was unclear to me whether 
‘of not a dragon will attack the army of the player who 
originally summoned it. The answer is, according to 
designer Lester Smith, dragons will attack any army, 

regardless of who originally 
summoned the dragon 

Despite these few com. 
plats, this game has lent itself 
to many late nights of play. t's 
also the first game that I've 
found my wife enjoys as much 
Ido. | magne that’s because: 
no matter how cleverly | 
maneuver or what devious 
strategy | use, she can still 
Cutroll me. Right, honey? Right? 

Marty Stever 
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Guardians 


19 Guardians, each player assumes the role of a Vierkun, a powerful 
demgod. Each Viekun has tapped into a neareete source of energy 
by obtaining a fink toa Guardian, a being of rmmense power and the 

source of but, adkly, relatvely ttle power within the scape ofthe game tse 

‘Anyhow, absolute power cortupts absolutely, and the Guardian- 
‘empowered Vierkun fall to warring amongst themselves. Using a vast 
array of creatures, they seek to gain contro! of disputed lands and 
maintain control oftheir own strongholds. 

‘The game setup begs with three stronghold spaces directly infront of 

‘you, and three empty disputed land spaces just beyond them Every 
turn is dvided into three phases tn the fst phase, the Draw and 
Organize phase, players draw as many cards as ther Guardian allows. 
Place these cards from your storage hand into play: Creatures may be 
placed under shields or at strongholds. Shields, creatures and a 
“move around the playing fed attempting to conquer the disputed 

Janel spaces, and tying to defeat your opponent's shields. Creatures 
holds may defend i, but may not move unless there's a geld 

“overtherm No more than 30 viay’s worth (see below) of creatures may 

he placed under a shield o at a stronghold 

1 your starting hand doesn't contain a shield, you should probably 
spend soine of your Guardian's power to reshuffle and redraw, lest your 
opponent get too great a jump on you. Once a shel is placed over a unit 
‘of creatures, they may begin to move beyond your strongholds. Leftover 
‘creatures, shields, and terain cards are placed inthe Creature Pen, a pile of 
‘cards tucked undemeath your Guardian that can't be touched again unt 
the third phase. Discard down to seven card if necessary. 

“The second phase Is the Movement and Combat phase All shields 
move and do battle in this phase When shields meet, combat occurs. 
Both players pick up all the cards beneath thetr batting shields. These 
cards form the Cambat Hand, Combat is played out much ke In Rage, 
where both players select a creature from their combat hand and play 
them simultaneously. Each creature in Guardians has a power rating 
called vitality. The higher the rating, the more damage the creature 
dishes out, and the more damage it can take 

Combat continues until one player 6 out of cards The player wth 
cards loft may then opt to play secondary atiackers. Secondary attackers 
‘can turn a defeat fnto a victory. When placed in a match, the secondary 
attacker adds his vtalty to the primary attacker's. The primary attacker 
stl loses, but the secondary attacker wins the day 

Al dea! creatures goto the discard pile The player wath the most vitaty 
in surviang creatures wins the battleground aed the nah to play a tera 
‘card onit. The defeated shied must retreat it can't retreat, t's destroyed, 

Before combat begins, both players may play a creature with a 

‘command ability, The command power augments your forces in 
some way, such as by adding vitality to some creatures or 
allowing you to escape combat Command cards also count 
towards vitaliy when deteerining who takes the battleground 
‘Some creatures have an Area of Effect attack. Tis attack does 
damage to everything contained in your opponent's combat 
hand. For example, the Sorcerer's command power isa four-point 
‘Area of Effect freball, That means everything with four oF less 
vitality in your opponent's combat hand gets discarded belore 


Seggeted East A price, ‘combat really begins, Other creatures have inherent weaknesses 








and may be bribed away fram combat by beer, babes, or gold. All 

bribed creature return to the owner's hand. There are also 

Creatures that have ranged attacks, which can give your opponent. 
something else to worry about in battle 

The third and final phase ws Terrain Settlement, where both players 

emove any of their opponent’s terain cards on newly conquered lands 






and play terrain cards of ther own. If you can’t play a terrain 
‘card under your sbield, you must discard a creature, ot 
spend one of your Guardian's power stones to "create" one 

‘The game ends when one of three victory conditions is 
‘met One, one player controls all sx disputed land spaces by 
playing his terain cards on them Two, one player destroys five 
of his opponent's shields in combat Three, ane 
player cestroys his opponent's Guardian, a dificult 
‘but not impossible task But you may only attack a 
Guardian from one of your opponent's 
strongholds which means you've got to take it 
from him fst! 

The artwork in Guardians is stunning. But with 
artists like Keith Parkinson, Brom, and Don Maltz on the 
payroll, how can you go wrong? The overall art and the 
printing quality of the set might merit it a recommendation 
‘lone. The design of the cards is also appealing, and card 
Stock 1s similar to that of Star Trek, so they 
should hold up farly well under use 

Guardions is a cute and often very funny 
game. Some creatures have hilarious 
weaknesses. The Angel of Death, for example, 
is a 13-vitalty creature, making him a heavy 
hitter. However, he apparently enjoys a good 
brewski more than he should, as he may be 
bribed out of combat wth beer. Lawyers, creatures 
in the game, are classified as devils and may be 
bribed with gold, beer, or babes. There are 
also funny cards like the Babe Hound, 
Super Model, Floyd the Flying Pig, 
Devil Hedgehog, Giant Penguin, and 
Drooling Clamjack (excuse me?). 

The prototype rule book FPG sent us 
reads much like Japanese stereo 
instructions translated into French, Ironically, the quickstart 
‘les are more dificult to understand than the fully detajled 
rules! Hopefully the entirely rule book has been rewntten. 

Guardians rule book and game mechanics seem 
needlessly complex With three diferent victory conditions, a 
possible win may go by the boards without you ever noticing 
1 This s something to which novice players may fall prey. 

‘One of the essential features of Guardians 1s the 
shields. Without them, creatures can't move. However, 
they don’t seem to fit in with rest of the storyline. The 
powerful Vierkun sending their mighty troops out to 
battle hiding behind... big shields? The image is hard to 
visualize, Warlords might have been a better idea, but that 
territory has already been staked out by Blood Wars. One 
gets the feeling shields were a contrived way of 
differentiating the game 

And when it comes down to game mechanics, 
Guardians doesn’t always hold tagether, If one player 
Jumps out to a sizable lead, It’s almost impossible to beat 
hher The abrlity to channel power, boosting the vitality of 
2 creature in battle, can be nearly incomprehensible to 
ew players. The game's multiple ways of wining fee! 
lightly disjointed, as if so many possiblities popped up in 
play-testing that the rules were stretched to try to account 
for them all 

Fans of Keith Parkinson and Brom may want to buy a 
couple of boosters for the art alone. Too bad Guardians’ 
game design doesn’t live up to the admittedly lofty 
standards of ts illustrations. oe 

Wii Chase 
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Geta lood of wht Guardians hos tole. 

























Gridiron 


rst the bad news. 
Gridiron, the new collectible card game: rom Precedence, claims 
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Bay ot have enough ofthe eght 
x Bs of cords init tobe ironed 
too VIOLENT. Riese vinnweneas 
With Decipher's Star Trek: The Next 
IN + NSE Weneration Customizable Card 
1] = . Ware. Upper Deck, the Grdiron 
Riper, ts on the ball, this 

shins be 2 probiem 
S One thing dro has over Str 
SME es sat ws funny intention 
Yio Sonne of tte cards he abaolielyflancus, and hooetuly the at 
werk wal complement the ext when is al put together Here are a ew 

notable stmple fom ry plete deck 

Hr you're behind by les thar eet points and your team has 
the Scoreboard Commandoes team card, your paaritary fan 
SWAT team con wrest control ofthe scoreboard dung the fst ha 
and suitch the scores, putting you In the lead. you can play the 
eee Bae 0 Mascot Power defensive action card succesfully, your bubble: 





headed buddy actualy kidnaps one of your opponents tar play 
dee ers aking him out of the nent play. Bete yet, you've gor the 
sug oe eink, Corporate Sponsors tear card, yu get have two more team 

‘$250 perpock ° cards (money talks real loud)—but you've got to run the Product 


ay Endorsement offensive play (a flashy no-gainer) as one of the first 
Roting: = * Vp three plays in each dnvel 
‘Agame of Gridiron’s limited by the number of drives or ball pos- 





sessions played. The short game is over ater four dvs (two 
for each player), while a full game takes 10 dives. Scoring 
handed just kein traction footba At the end ofthe game, 
the player with the most points wins. Tes are settled in sud- 
den death overtime 

Before playing, you choose five tear cards to define your 
franchise. These cover things like star players, coaches, rabid 
fans, specialized plays, and trachtions that give your team spe- 
cal abtibes 

You then choose five offensive plays and five defensive 
plays to make up your offensive 
and defensive playbooks. These 
are the plays tha you can use dur- 
Ing the game, although you can 
swap anew play into the playbook 
atthe beginning ofeach deve. At 
halftime (na full game, ater five 
dives), you can remake your entre 
playbook. 

This adds a nice element of 
strategy to the game, a allows 
you to adapt to the plays your 
‘opponent isruncing against you. 
It also keeps the game from 
becoming too predictable, as 
you can shake things up by 
tossing in some new plays that 
your opponent hasn't seen from 
you before Then you can (hope- 
fully) kick some butt. Remember, 
your opponent has the same 
‘opportunity, so you'll have to 
choose canniy, 

ach play card features one or 
‘more of four cons on it These symbolize mental (a helmet), 
power (an arm), skil (a footbal, and speed (afoot attbutes, 
‘There's also an objective listed. An offensive run objective 
might be e'ght yards, while a passing defense’s is often an 
incompletion 

You also need to build an offensive action deck and a 
defensive action deck Each deck must have at least 15 dif- 
ferent cards in if; duplicates de not count toware his iit, 
‘Many action cards have the same symbols as play cards, 
you throw down actions during plays to help you succeed, 
Some action cards have no symbols on them, these can be 
played at any time 

Play begins with a coin toss and a kickoff. The winner gets 
to choose whether to kick or receve. The receving team takes 
the ball on thelr own 20-yard line, barring the play of any 
special cards 

Play is ust fhe in the National Football League Your objec- 
te isto score more points than your foe, be they through 
touchdowns, extra pomts, fied goals, or safeties. You have 
four downsto move 10 yards downtiel if you fl, your oppo- 
nent gets the ball. OF course, you can punt if you like, plac- 
ing the bai 40 yards downfield 

‘At the beginning ofa play, you and your opponent each 
picka play irom your playbook, placing the card face-down. 
infront of you. You turn them over simaltaneously, reveal- 
ing the play. 

‘There are two types of plays run and pass, Ifthe defense 





Ths game so gh irok your foe wih side 
tad you do’ pay tienen 














's playing the same type as the offense, the defend has the 
acvaninge If the delerse guessed wrong (an 2 passing defense 
against a running play), the offense has the advantage. The 
cad ofthe team withthe advantage determanes which sort 
of atinbute being contested this down If’ skl (football), 
yu can only play action cards wth ski symbols on them to 
Improve your standing, 

‘Once everyone's had a chance o play al the action cards 
they can, the person with the most ofthe contested type of 
symbol wins the down. Ties go tothe player with the advan- 

tage. The objective on the winner's 
card takes effect immediately, as do 
any special effects sted on the lst 
action card the winner used 
Some cards have a penalty chance 
sted n the lower left. The lower the 
penalty chance, the more flagrant 
| the foul and the greater the chance 
thot the refs wll spat it After the play 
is over, the victim of the most fla- 
= grant foul card used that down—ties 
“cancel each other out—can alert the 
“Fels to the violation, This is done by 
playing action cards witha rf alert, 
hhumber'n the lower right Ifthe vic- 
‘um can play cards with enough ref 
alert points on ther to meet or beat 
“thefou's penalty chance, the penalty 
“is called, and effects for belng caught 
(Usted on the fagrant foul card) are 
immediately applied 
That's pretty much It. Keep play- 
ing until the game's ver—that the 
predetermined number of dives have 
been played—and the person with the most points wins, 

‘As 2 longtime football fan and garner, | enjoyed playing 
Gridiron, The rules were simple and welLwrtten, with only 
‘eww confusing points. The game was fast paced and fun. 

Gamewise, there area few gapes. There are few reasons 
fora player to use less powerful cards Sute, some ofthe be:- 
ter cards have builtin risks for playing them, but this often 
doesn’t seem enough. Unless the Precedence people are 
really careful, they could end up with a game in which the 
person with the largest collection has a substantial advan- 
tage against the new player. 

‘Aso, Gridiron ts really limited to only two players, so if 
you're hunting for something to play wath a large group of 
‘ends, look to start a league, or look e'sewhere 

Finally, record-keeping 's a bit more complicated than 
formost card games. However, if you farwar with foot: 
ball, this isn’t really a problem. The rule book mentions 
using accessories like a playing field and markers to help 
keep track of the game. These can definitely speed play 

The one place the cards that ve seen realy fall shorts 
‘on the artwork, although I've only seen a handtl of pieces. 

Don’t let this stop you from trying out ts game, though 
It yourea fellow fan of both football and gernes—and you're 
gamer instead ofa collector—then Grdiran has all the male 
ings ofa real champion. 

—Matt Forbeck 
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ypansions Umbra 


Game Reviews 





Powers & Proxies 





‘age isa fast-paced game of werewolf 
combat in which you pit your Garou 
(werewolves) against both your opponents 
Garou and common enemies. Rage’s first 
‘expansion set, Umbra, brings to be the were- 
‘wolf sprit world fram Rage’s source RPG, Were 
wolf The Apocalypse 
Because of their close ties with the Earth 
‘goddess Gaea, most Garou have the ability to 
step into a parallel spirit world called the 
Umbra While in the Umbra, these Garou are 
Unaffected by anything happening in the out- 
no side world. However, they must still be on 
their guard, for there is much activity 
in the Umbra, 

‘Asa player, you can have your 
Garou enter the Umbra at the begin- 
nung of the moot phase. While in the 
Umbra, the Garou can do many things 
that it wouldn't normally be able to do. 

These actions Include 




































he Blood Wars environment just got a 

Whole lat nastier. If you thought actols 
& Factions had a significant impact an the 
game, wait! you see the newest set of cards. 

Remember all those seemingly useless 
realms in the first set of Blood Wars cards? You 
know, the ones that activated the realm pow- 
1S of the warlords called avatars? One prob- 
fem. those avatars chi't exist. As forthe avatars 
that did exst, wel, most of ther home realms 
hadn't been created. 

Powers & Proxies ils i all the gaps—and we 
mean ail of them. With a 15 1S and a killer 
intrigue power (choose best of five ally cards), 
‘Tiamat was a pretty coo! card from the basic 
set. But look at her once you get the new Tia- 
mats Lairin play she can send five cards at ran- 
dom from your opponent's baile hand to the 
dead book during a challenge: Yikes! 

‘And it doesn't stop there Powers & Proses 

introduces 43 new 


raat See BOR ms ncaa 
quests through the aid of | MlOOB WARS: POWERS & PROXIES Oi. sre available, Of 
fe last is done Ralhens Dates pel] i probably only be 
sete aan | Siam et Pilea 
. ‘Suggested Reta: $2.0 per booster tc fee gl 
Una ato | ina de Bt 
Umbra and the physical —, a dramatic effect on 













wold A victorious Garou may 
bind itsfallen foe into service stead of killing 
The bound spit heals and henceforth acts 

as anally. 


the game. 

Another interesting twist comesin the form 
of proxy cards. These fate spells target a legion 
In your battle hand and replace its special abs 



















TE In my iia! review of Rage (See InQuest ity with something cooler and more power 
Box #5), | tashed the moot system ful. With a few Martyrs and Proxies of Good 
RAGE: UMBRA because it wasn't very interesting. (attach toa Martyr, and only that legion and 
Pablshr Wie Wa Wren you play with the Umbral  fateare discarded a the end ofa combat chal- 
Gene Horr rules inthis expansion, things get lenge), you can continually recycle a power 
Release Dates August 1985, a little more interesting Charac- set of legions and attached fate cards 
‘Set Sine: 90 cords ters can’t vote in moots whi IP TSR discontinues Blood Wars and launches 
Pockagng: 12ers they/re nthe Umbra, so fyou send anew card game, as planned, t's certaniyfn- 
‘Sggested Reta: $1.95 perbooser too many Garou into the spirit ished with a bang, Powers & Promes brings a 
ring: °° ‘world, you may ind yourself at the nice sense of completion ta the set, and ts sure 
mercy ofa angle opponent who to make both players and collectors happy 


thas suddenly gained superior voting power 
‘As with most expansion sets, Umbra 
appeases the player’s appetite for new and 
powerful cards. On top of that, the added rules 
and card types, such as Quests and Caerns 
(gateways tothe Umbra), make Umbra a nec- 
‘essary adaliton to any Rage player’ collection 
—Jeff Hannes 
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THE BEST MULTIPLAYER 
TRADI CARD GAME 
PRT 


On the Edge was recently selected by 
GAMES MAGAZINE to be in the 1996 
Games 100! And here's more... 





“I not only rate this game [On the Edge} 
one of the best out there, but one of the 
card games that truly lives up to the status 
sleeper...and it’s only a matter of time 
before players start waking up and 
smelling this very sinister coffee... 
Cut-Ups Project [On the Edge’ 

expansion set] is very bitchin’ brew! 








—Steve Fritz 


VENTURA Magazine 





“Paranoia Made Fun & Easy...On the 
Edge successfully builds on the disquiet 
ing little fears that exist in each of us & 
makes them thoroughly enjoyable...’ 





— Mike O'Conell 
TUFF STUFF COLLECT! Magazine 


“A wicked sense of humor and sublime 
surrealism distinguish On the Edge... The 
game's subterfuge and wild black humor 
ime spent learning it well 
worthwhile,” 





— GAMES Magazine 


On the Edge is the trading card game of 
surreal conspiracies. With the core set 
and now three expansions available (The 
Cut-Ups Project, Shadows and Arcana), 
the game includes more than 630 different 
Fi cards! Ask for these fine products from 
‘your favorite game, hobby or comic store 
today! 
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Friedlander Publishing Group Presents: 


The Vote for Art In@uest Contest 


FPG's new Guardians cord game is aut and it’s sa chack-full af great artists that even we can't 
decide who's the best. Moybe we should toke o poll, Yeoh, now there’s an idea. 


>a 
Hew to Play». need all of you friendly fellas and fellettes 





‘auf there in Readerland ta tell us wha yau think is the tap Guardians artist omong the follawing 
three candidates: Bram, Keith Parkinsan, and Mike Plaag. Take o look ot these samples and 
let us knaw wha yaur fave-rave is, and yau cauld wolk oway owning a little piece af one af 
these tap artists. 











Prizes 


Grand Prize (dre winner): One lucky ron- 
domly solected reader wha vates for the eventual winning 
nis wll receive the orignal ortwark by thot aris pic- 
tured here! Now if that ain’t coal, we don’t knaw what is! 


Second Prize (10 winners): Ten readerstan- 
domly selected fram amang all entrants will receive o 
Gvardiuns starter deck featuring allthis spiffy art and mare! 


This month’ cots is sponsred by Frelonder Polishing Group 





They've got the Motts. 
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contest 


Gt#ivhal Vell fox Art 


Fill this sucker avi, put it in on envelope, and send to: 


Vote for Art inQuest Contest 


‘Jo Wizard Press, RO, Box 118, Congers, NY 10920-0118 
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‘My Favorite Arist (hack oe ot) [_] Brom 
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an earth shaking Suconiy 
when he plunged Inte. the warm waters of the Adélatic on, 


ob Rubman dd’ expect 19 mal 





‘August 14, 1986. The yoong Ameria skin diver onfViexpected 





to see the wreei of & Roman Ci ship, a few amphorae, : 


+ nothing spectacular. 4 ws yp En 
tnstead, he found a skull, very odd skal a shu artonished archacologists events 


ily had to admit, that had belonged toa meriman, | 





nen ths mcontrovertibe phience appeared in respested sna Journal, hundreds 


of similar discoveries came $0 light—hones and artifacts that had been hiciden away for ~" 


tists Fearful of ridieule. ae " 


‘years by scientists and non-scie 





Now, almost a decade after Rubman's dive, a pictureis emerging of Hfe in the'Datk Ages 





that bears little resemblance fo that drawn by history ded scenes 


‘The ley to this new version of history Is the Karlsberg Bestiary, discovered jast lst year degp _ 


lencath a German castle. The pictures and descriptions of animals It contains correspond, ~ 


in startling fashion, to the new archaeological findings, 4 i 


‘The first few pages of the bestlary are badly damaged, so that only fragments of 


text can be deciphered. They read, “In the Year of Our Lord... strange creatures from a 


far land descended upon us. Dragons and giants stalked the heights, and the forests 


filled with. 





ron Karlsherg spoke with... name of the Land from which 


these monsters came: Dominta.” 
Scientists have thus dubbed the arrival of these strange creatures "The 


Domi "The information in the bes <7 - 














taiji archaeological findings, and current 
understanding of ecology and physiology 
lndleate the Dark Ages were even 


darker than we thought, 
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The Dominvan Influx must have 
snstally created a huge imbalance in 
the ratio of predators to prey, for 
most of the creatures descnbed in 
the Karsberg Bestiary are predatory. 
Dr, Mark Brigham, a biologist at the 
Universty of Rega in Saskatchewan, 
Canada, says that there is usually 
only one predator for every 10 ani- 
mals of roughly the same sze. The 
Influx upset that rato. 

With huge predators suddenly 
unleashed on a relatively small area 
of Earth, it was not a good time to 
bea deer, a boar, a rabbit, a sheep— 
‘or a shepherd. We know that 
Europe's population crashed at var- 
lous times throughout the Dark 
‘Ages; although the Black Death is 
usualy blamed, st may well be that 
death actually came in a variety of 
colors, shapes, and sizes, 

‘Which is not to say thatthe Black 
Death did not claim its share: the 
Karlsberg Bestiary lists among the 







a = 
Bigger, smarter, and more vicious than 
‘heir Europea counterparts, giant 

Plague Rats were immune tothe deadly 
seas they spread. 


new arnvals giant Plague Rats, which 
must have immediatly taken thei 
lume-honored place a the squad 
cites, spreading pestilence 

With prey vanishin, the arr 
ing creatures coud ether sane, eat 
‘each other, or relocate, (It's no coin 
‘idence that the Pearied Unicom, a 
beaut creature which anrves wth 
the others, quickly disappeared to 
the age predators was ust horse 
meat wth a buttn tootpick) 

So the creatures of the Influx 
spread across Europe, seeking out 
their deal habs. 

To the cool, cocky peaks of 
Europe's mountains migrated such 
creatures a5 the Hil Gants and the 
Gray Ogres, nteligent, manshaped 
beings of incredible height and 
‘strength; the Roc of Kher Ridges, a 











bird of such enormous size t could 
lift a war horse In each talon; and 
the War Mammoth, a erature long 
extinct on Earth, 

‘The Alps became the home ofthe 
Hurloon Minotaur, bul-heade men 
with a love of batie and, accoreing 
to the estar, remarkable singing 
voices that echoed up and down the 
valleys, crastcalynereasing te fre- 
quency of avalanches. 

The giants, ogres, and oes had 
‘good reason to head for cooler cl 
rates; thelr huge size made them 
vulnerable to overheating, Dr Neal 
Smatresk, professor and chair of the 
department of biology at the Uni- 
versity of Texas at Afington, notes 
that ordinanly, giants should have 
no more trouble than a normalized 
human maintaining their body tem 
perature, because lager creatures 
have slower metabolic rates than 
smallones, “However,” he add," 
they got real energetic, which I don't 

thunk they could do fora real long 
period of time, they could 

employ the traditional meth- 

ods of sweating r taking a 
plunge ma nice cold ake The 
sensible thing to do would be to lve 
ina somewhat colder climate, ora 
place where there were nice, deep, 
cold lakes.” 

‘Aroc would have preferred the 
heightsnot ony forthe cool cimate, 
but also as a jumping-off place for 
flight—a means of conserving 
energy. Until the exis 
tence of the roc and 
some of the other tying 
creatures pictured in the 
bestiary came to light, 
soentsts put the upper 
limit to fight at 12 o- 
grams "Some pterosaurs 
Itying dinosaurs] were 
considerably bigger than 
that” Dr. Brigham notes, 
"but they soared, they 
didn't actualy lap tof. 


A singe talon from a 
cof Kher Ridges 
could mesure up to 18 
Inches in eng, and 
as strong enh 


lift a harse. 


They couldn't take off from the 
ground; they hac to jump off a i.” 

The roc’s abit to fy, despite its 
large size, is one example of the 
apparent ability of many of the crea- 
tures of the Dominian influx to per 
form seemingly impossible feats, The 
most current theory in the on-going 
debate asto how they did this holds 
that they were able to tap a myster- 
fs source of energy unavaliable to 
‘ordinary Earth animals. 

“The Shivan Dragons apparently 
Sought out high launching points tor 
the same reason asthe rcs, but they 
congregated on lower, warmer 
ridges and desert mesas. The reason 
tssimple, according to Dr Betty ue 
-gensmeyer, professor of biology at 
Judson College in Eig Il, “Reptiles 
are cold-blooded: they have to sit 
‘out in the sun and warm up before 
they can do much,” she says, Desert 
heights are ideal for sunbathing. 

‘This habit undoubtedly brought 
‘dragons into conflict with two other 
Creatures who hed the same hab 
tat: the Mesa Pegasus and the 
astounding Granite Gargoyles 

"Aragon would probably think 
a pegasus would be fry tasty,” Or 
Juergensmeyer notes, Only by form- 
ing herds to defend themselves did 
the flying horses avoid the fate of 
the Pearled Unicom, 


Granite Gargoyles were appar- 
cently a slicon-based Ife form. Unlike 
‘carbon-based life forms (everything 
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tse on Earth), a silicon-based crea- ing through the trees, 
ture would not have to eat; nstead, with incredibe speed 
Dr. Juergensmeyer says, it would (and deafening 
probably be solar-powered, soaking sound) when in pur- 
Up heat to meet its energy needs. suit of prey, which 
Unfortunately, the best places for was basically any- 
soaking up heat were often already thing that moved. 
taken by a sunning dragon, which The Craw Wurm, 
must have led to some epic battles... ruled whatever forest 
usually won by the larger, stronger it invaded, quickly 
dragon, which must have then been driving most other 
frustrated by its inability to eat ts creatures into other 
fallen foe. valleys 0, in the case 
‘The gargoyles weren't the only of humans, into 
silicon-based ife forms to appear in walled cities and 
the Dominian Influx. On the desert stout castles. Other 
‘igor, and elsewhere, dwelt Earth Ele- perils also lurked in 
mentals—masswve, slow-moving cea- the forest. The 
tures made of stone, and highly Thicket Baslisk could 
teritonal. However, they and the turn its enemies into 
other Elementals the bestlary stone—a_purcly 
describes—Air Hementals, Fire Ele- defensive ploy, Di 
mental, Water Elementals—played Brigham says, “unless 
arolein the ecosystem more akin to you can eat rock. 1 
that of weather, which may wreak don't know anything 
havoc at seemingly random places that can” 
and times, than that of an ordinary Dr. Smatresk sus- 
predatory or preyed-upon species. pects that the abilty Scientist agree these are territorial markings, but still 
Drawing an the same unknawn of the basilis 1s rem= 
source of eneray that enabled rocsto niscent to Uiat of the _specllate whether they were lft by a Granite Gargoyle, 
fly, elementals existed outside the fire salamander, 











yee ‘ntuch spraysa highly ttn Dragon, or Roc of Kher Rises, 
Inthe desert, few humans came potent neurotoxin up, 
in contact with the Dominian crea- to two meters, into the eyes or _In the forest, you could also be 


tures. The mountains, too, were mouth of its attacker. Its powerful unlucky enough ta run into Giant 
sparsely inhabited, and the few peo- defensive ability could also explain Spiders, massive arachnids that mght 
ple that lived there must have fled why the bastisk evolved extra legs, have devastated entire countries if 
when the rocs and giants and ogres which might be good for climbing not for the fact that “the musce mass, 
arrived, and especially when the but would actually slow the creature to mave something like that is enor 
rminotaurs started singing. down. "Mast really fast animals min- mous, so they'd be very, very slow,” 
But they weren’t much safer in imize ground contact,” Dr. Smatresk Dr. Smatresk explains. *They 
the wooded valley, where the Craw points out--but the basiflsk’s defen- wouldn't have the same feracity and 
Wurm lurked, sornetimes quietly sun- sve capabilities meantithadine need energetic movement that [ordinary 
forest glades, but crash- for speed, spiders] have.” Instead, they proba- 











Left: A paleontologist exposes 
the remains ofa Shivan 
rogon—ane ofthe most 
valuable fossils in the work 
Right: Big enough fla 
fo-car garage, these 
Darien arachts trly 
cares the name 


Giant Spiders, 
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by contented themselves with spinning 
‘vast webs, creating farly permanent areas 
of danger that intelgent creatures, at 
least, could avoid 

Some creatures which might have 
inven aut the spiders were the Ironroot 
Tresiolk—inteligent, mobile tees. I’snot 
as strange asit sounds, according to Dr. 
‘Smatresk, "There are plant communica- 
‘ion systems that work wa electrical con- 
duction,” he says. With the ight find of 
«els, those communication systems 
‘ould develop into something ana 
‘ogous to our nervous system 

‘The ronroot Treefolk were 
probably not very happy 
With the giant spiders or 
tree-chopping humans 
and so drove them from 
the forests, with the help 
of other forest dwellers tke 
the Scryb Sprites, tiny, winged 
humanoids, and the Shetkin Brownies, 
for whom some county folks stil eave 
placatory bowis of eit 

Humans fleeing the forests had to 
trope tear path cd not take them trough 
the swamps, for tere irked some of the 
fastest new creatures, including the Fun- 
‘usaur, a bizarre creature that became 
stronger everytime it was injured. Natu- 
ray, that made ttughly aggressive; get- 
ting injured was ts best offense 

“This was another creature that crew 
onan unknown source of eneray. Infact, 
regenerating and grown stronger at the 
same time would require an “infinite 
energy source,” Dr, Smatresk say, because 
losing tissue means losing an enormous 
amount of energy to, That's one reason 
‘wity regenerated tas and fimbson Earth 
amphibians are usually ‘notvery-good 
copies of what was there before.” 

In the swamps lurked two more of 
those strange creatures that fe outside 
‘the ordinary realm of ecology. the Night- 
mare, described asa terfying horse with 
fiery mane and hooves, and the Bog 
\Wralth, a ghostke figure that, the bes- 
tiary says, murdered many an unforts- 
nate traveler. 

“These are other ghostike creatures in 
the bestiary that also lie outside the 
bounds of noma xologcal scence What 
are we to make, for instance, of the 
Drudge Skeletons—dead bones that ket 
ted themselves together and took up 
arms? Or the Phantom Monster, whose 
anpenrance spelled doom for whole wi- 
Jages, but that apparently had no phys 
cal substance at al? 

Of the Seng Vampire, perhaps, mare 
can be said scientifically, for there are 





already creatures on Earth that make @ 
‘meal of blood: vampire hats. Vampires 
were nan enviable positon among the 
creatures ofthe Influx. ll the other erea- 
tures were thet prey. Although mam- 
tnallan blood was preferred (it probably 
tastes better, Dr. Juergensmeyer state, 
whereas mammalian 
red blood cells don't 
have nuclei, the red 
blood cels of other types 
cof creatures do), they could 
feed on any creature. 
Dr. Brigham, whose spe- 
clalty i bats, observes that 
two of three known vampire 
bat species actually spend 
‘more time feeding on birds than on 
mammals, and they have been known 
to feed on reptiles And, he noted, “in 
terms ofthe fat and the carbohydrates 
and all that {the vampire] needs, I think 
blood i an excellent meal.” 

Even walled cies were no protection 
from these dread creatures Indeed, it 2s 
a difficult time to be a human. Trade 
almost stoppect few people dared travel 
the roads. Agricuture becamea danger= 
‘ousactvity And Plague Rats werea core 
stant threat, Since there were so many 
corpses, creatures like Carnon Ants and 
(Osai Vultures enjoyed many 2 pric an 
‘the outslarts of human towns 

Coastal eves ha anv advanitage fn that 
they had accesso fest—but even the seas 
had been infested wth the creatures ofthe 
Influx, as Bob Rubman proved when he 
picked up that merman skal Mtl rmar- 
‘aged to extract the oxygen they necded 
from water—an impresive feat, because 
ater, Dr. Smatresk says, holds 20 to 30 
times les oxygen per vokime than ur. He 
believes the meriok hai no lungs at al, 
but huge amounts of gil tse in their 
‘extralarge chests, through which they 
rammed vast quantities of water. In ade 
‘von, he sad, ther blood must have been | 
partculaly good at captunng oxygen and 
Feleasing it othe tissues 

Tales of mermaids exst the wosid over, 
‘so ttmay well be that these creatures til 
roam our oceans. 50, Dr, Jergensmeyer 
and Dr. Smatresk both speculate, thele 
days may be numbered: they must be 
very senstve to pollubon. “You've got to 
boring in water, parasites, and all kinds of 
gunk from outside into this very delicate 
ate" Dr, Smatresk says “IE would have 
to be therr Aches hee 

Tales Sea Serpents aso exist all over 
the world, and so tis sea-going version 
‘of the Craw Wurm, too, may sbi roam 
the ocean, having remained behind when 












almost al ofthe other Dominian cre 
tures mysteriously dsappesred, 

‘One sea creature that vanished — 
thankfully was the Leathan, Ti te 
"une was so huge at smpossbe even 
to ay whats length might have been 
i auld only extn the oceans, where, 
Dr. luergensmeyercbsenes ach face 
some fhe same problems as and rea 
tures hich have o becancere bout 
the ity ofthe bones to support the 
wn weght they get too br. 

Leviathan, tay age whales — 
smese minnows comparson—probaby 
migrated through the worid’s oceans north 
tee waters eesng wth plank- 
tonand fish south torerodice Athough 
Lathan ves too lrge evr to get ol, 
a baby Lovathan might not have been 

Wherever Leviathan wert, It would 
have let behind manne wast, 
Sinaiesk says “Obvious, ey deplete 
an ecosystem petty fst” 

Tevathan could have scoured whole 
isons clean of fe wth st the waves of 
is pasang, destroyed the fisheries cn 
whch beleaguered towns depended fr 
food, sunk entire feet without even 
owing tha hit hen, 

Ye he theres ofthe Donan 
creatures, vanished without a trace. 
Now that scnttshave aly begun to 
‘accept that the Dorninian creatures really: 
tested and to pec ogee the pte 
ofthe word as twas dunng the bret 
Sojourn ere, ne queston conan to 
taut the "What happen ther™* 

Perhaps the fp sce ofthat. question 
isever more dsurbing: 

hati they comeback” 
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Jackal... Thoughtlacal Well, maybe the Drain Power isn’t 
so bad—but Dingus Egg? 

This demonstrates the most important rule of con 
structing a sealed deck: never eves; count on luck ITyou're 
lice me, then Lady Luck has a personal vendetta against you 

However, alls not lost. Not all of the good cards are 
found ir the fourth slot of a boaster pack ar snuggled up. 
against the instruction booklet. In a sealed deck envron= 


By Jeff Hannes 





‘ment, some of the most powerful took are cards that you 
‘would never put in a regular deck. The key in my sealed 
deck? Amulet of Kroog. 

But Fm getting alittle ahead af myself, Fis, let's take 
a closer look at the nature of a sealed deck tournament 


‘The Basics 
In most sealed deck tournaments, payers are given a 
starter deck and ane oF two booster packs, Some tourney 
ae ce Age only others mix Fon Empes wath Fourth Ed 
tion. I's up tothe people running the tournament. For 
simplicity, 1 used a Fourth Edition starter deck and two 
Fourth Editon boosters to construct the sealed deck | used 

for this article. 
‘No matter what the setup, a few basi ules apply. 

Trading s not alowed. This would make it 
{00 easy to get a bg jum on others by trad 

ing with less experienced players or by 
aking a dea wth their fiends ahead 
of tme So basically, you're stuck 
with winat you've got. (Some 
‘tournaments provide you wrth 
extra basic lands of your 
choice; thi is yet anather 
option) 
Matches are usually 
best twa games out of 
thee, and players are 
allowed to change ther 
decks once per match, 

Your sideboard conssts 

of every card you 

received shat isn't m 

your deck and changes 

don't have o be made 

on 3 oneforone bass 
Youre fre to do what- 
ver you want, 

Duss are a0 usualy 
played for ante, which 
throws a very interesting 

twist nto the equaton. You 
may not pick up a ig time card 
ike a Royal Assn n your open- 
‘na packs, but you may wan one in 
ante along the way OF course, by the 
same token, you may fse one of your 
zed cards. 


Reviewing Your Options 

(Once you've gotten over the disappointment of your 
lousy rates, you'll want ta sort your cards by color to see 
just what you have. Eventually, you want your deck to be 
about three colors, so hope'ully you'll be able to knock 
‘out one or two colors right away. 

f you're playing with a limited number of lands, that 
may help determine which colors you can play. If you've 
got great red cards, but only two Mountains, red isn’t 
{going to be an option Ina trim sealed deck, you should 
have 14 lands and 26 spells That's four or five lands per 
‘color in a three-color deck. 

You should alsa laok far key cards in each color Some 
cards that make a color worth playing regardless of what 
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other cards you have fn that color. See Deciding between black and blue Frozen Shade is another potentially 
the chart on this page fora ist ofthese was tough. Sometimes it helps to look huge creature, but with only four 
killer cards at the lands you have available. In this swamps, | ust Couldn't inflate t that 
‘Another thing to remember is that case, | had four swamps and five much, especialy early in the game The 
any flying creature deserves instant islands—both reasonable numbers. if Lost Soul would do a lot more damage 
attention, Flying creatures can be your —'d only had two swamps, the choice to an opponent playing biack. 


Gites eulctevicorymesolaicedk woul have bear a ile set ee oan 
rurorment where sich beasbes wil ntheend,\deced tat Rad more proces ganealy reduce owed 
fed foryour , TPA gimme fe ot the woe ad a the a 
spponen i ha Fenclets  (elrokesa youve mr reece 
ale Regenerating LaF | ves sholrrs black Word of tre, ev hey al suck someting 
mies ovis y see ehnag could _seainas beth fea ee. 

creer cetense, fates ak a large Thenextsiopin bling your deck 


and landwalking car's att wll creature stale- is determining which spells to include. 


creatures can dec stoyategwsenas rte, and How Start th the key kil spell and 90 
mate your oppo- frotheea from Beyond from there Creature efmination and 
rent f they have coud deerthe  drect damage ae your most valuable 
the appropriate filing, blave. too, s0 look to those types of spl 








land in play. ee Since its creature first. For my deck, Weakness and Immo- 
Let's take alook atthe pidding selec- selection was also stightly better, |went lation were perfect additions. Both were 

tion of cards received. Lhad the follow- with biack, ‘cheap to cast, and both were effective 

Ing killer cards: Disenchant, Fireball, creature crushers 

Fissure Fight, How! om Beyond, Lght-  ullding Your Masterpiece Next, go through each color and 

ning Bolt, and Power Sink lalsohad two Once you've got your colors start__choose the spells you'd lke to putin your 

fhers: Bog Imp and Osai Vultures. shaping the deck. In sealed deck tour- deck. Ths wil probably raise your deck 


Ie wasn't much, but it was @ start, naments, creatures are almost aways total to more than 40 cards, but don't 
This list narrowed down my color the deciding factor. Ifyou don't get any Worry—you can sil cut down to sie. 


choices a bit. | had no key green cards, ut, you're not going to win, Therefore, Of the remaining black, red, and 
sa that dropped one colorfrom my deck — it's always best to load up on creatures. white card, Morale and COP, Artifacts 
right away. ‘At least a third of your deck should be were the only two that | didn’t consider 

‘Since [had a pretty even numberof enters. In a 40-card deck, that’s about for my deck Marale's cost was a little 
key catds for the other colors, [took a 13 oF 14 creatures. high, and ts uses were bmited at best. As 
doser ook at all my cards. With somary Now, which creatures to use? The forthe Cl, | didn't plan on running up 


‘means of destroying permanents, red fist rule Sto put m automatically anyfly- against too many nasty damage-deaing 
was an obvious choice, and the Dsen- ing creature. No matter how bad it may artifacts. It would have a better home in 
chant and Divine Transformation made seem, ifyou've got the mana to pay for my sideboard than in my reqular deck 

white too hard to resis. There weren't it, you've already got an edge Next, For artifacts, | figured the Dingus Eag 
‘enough cards for a two-color deck, so look forcreatures that only require one and Rack were useless. chdn'thave that 














Ineeded a third mana of a certain color to east. Gray many lande-destruction cards, and it 
Ogres may not be very popular in an _wasr't too likly that fd be able to keep 
Bewack — red open environment, but ar easy to cast, my opponent below threecards dunng 
Dice and hence valuable n the sealed deck duel The rest were all worth consid 
Fred Derentiee [made Dolnga Rte damoge earycan ering, so I thre them into the mix 
B Petlene ethane ‘make the difference, so don't shy away Including 14 lands, the deck’s total was 
eee int from small creatures. 49 cards—too many to be effective 
= et Some creatures deserve instant aten- 
BLUE Inn Ba ‘yon because of ther sie. At 5/4, the Cutting and Pasting 
Ce ee ee mete ue 
Cine hake and red was turing out to be one of ithadto be done, looked over my art 
B sair In primary colors There was no doubt facts first, and decided that Aladdin's 
For Sk Weim should play withthe Elemental, even Lamp was too expenswve. With only 14 
Fred Sire: Nelsen ‘though Tt cost two red mana tocast.. mana in my deck, how useful would it 
a devant Sut what about the Hurleon Mine- be by Une ume | could play it? Te fron 
5 OREN law tau? Tiree mana ‘ra 2/3 beast seems Starand Soul Net could be hepful, but 
& iinkcciraoide Gade af Pomc Petty Good, but the odds of my being they certainly weren't necessary. In 
DeatTeae Cea able to cast ther early were reduced by black, Drain Life wasn't cost effective, 
ee ere Motieiemamemrctcsas 
© tinion Sorte mana Despite a bigger cost, the out Raise Dead. | decided Fea's best 
O in SerbtePickoss Grepeshot Catapults weremoreofasure place was in the sideboard, to use 
BS Woke thing—thelr casting costs completely against decks without black 
& nny colories—and they have aspecial abi- Red waseaserto thin Athough they 
z ity that could prove very useful (lap to were useful saw no immediate need 
do one damage toa flying creature) forthe Shatter and Stone Rains. They 








Ph: 1-800-404-4243, 
1-360-878-3593 
lark@cardvault.com 
We ave a huge selection 


‘of singles a low pricos. 


A cae 
stro. Wr 
Gp Biter your cso 
fast nt Osea 


) order's over $50.00 on singles ace 
P FREE SHIPPING wn x orton US 


Payments septa 
vn astra 8%) 
check ale dys toca 

cD $500, Money Os | 












DAVE'S DOUGOUT, INC. 





§ hahrazad G ames CARDS AND COMICS 
specializing in collectible card games} Pre-Selling 





HERESY-KINGDOM COME 
A new card game from Last Unicom Games. 
| A370-card oversized set. Stunning artwork 
| and easily played by two people or ten! 


REESE. 


‘You Want It - We Got It! 
g: 800-361-4263 
g: 606-225-9410 
mestone * Lexington, Ky 40508 
BEST prices on all in print 
or out-of-print MTG cards, 


Call and request a catalogue today! 


We have great We specialize in 
priceson: buying & selling of 

* board games * Singles vis. ¢ vic 
eREGs * Boxes free shipping 
*miniatures  * Sets CODs extra 


e-mail, cardman@iglou.com 
URL: http:/iwww.tradingcards.com 






Pre-Selling 
HOMELANDS “ 
‘The next expansion for Magic: The Gathering! 












ALSO AVAILABLE 
Alternate Universe and all Star Trek material 
Chronicles and other Magic products 
CALLUS FOR GREAT PRICES OM ANY 
GAMING PRODUCTI 


1226 Solano Ave. Albany, CA 94706 






Phone # (510)524-7120 
FAX # (510)524-7182 
E-Mail address: DDougout@aol.com 











All major credit cards accepted 
Open 7 Days Mon-Sat 11-7 Sun 11-6 
‘We ship anywhere in the United States 












‘would definitely be in my sideboard, 
but the odds of my opponent having 
ighiy offensive ands or artifacts weren't 
to0 high. Besides, had Disenchant and 
Fissure if | really needed some destruc- 
tion capability. Finally, | plucked Kismet 
to go down to an even 40. 

However, the process doesn’t stop 
there. Depending on your card, you nay 
‘want to explore adding a smidgen of 
another color tn this case, my lack of g- 
nificant flyers made Flight look awful 
tempong, A fying Fre Elemental or Abor- 
ination coule easly mean the difference 
between a swift victory and geting hung 
‘outto dry. With a Celestial Prem ard not 
too many white cards In ny deck, 
decided Flight was worth adding, Two 
Islands gave me alt= 
eextramana anda 
‘gpod chance that fd 
‘be able to play It 

You should 
‘make similar con- 
ccessions for many 
of the other key 
cards. Disenchant 
and Fireball can be 
vital to winning 
consistently, so you 
should definitely consider making room 
for them. Remember, most duels will 
take you through at east half your deck, 
0 you'll eventually have the opportunty 
to play those key cards. 


Pulling the Old Switcheroo 

“The sideboard sa vital element to alt 
tournament decks, and sealed decks are 
‘no diferent. There are basically no resic- 
tuons on sideboards, but that doesn’t 
‘mean you should go hog-wld during 
every match. Odds are, f you've built 
your deck carefully, you don’t want to 
‘mess with it too much. 

Only sideboard in cards that you're 
pretty surecan help you, and try to make 
alichanges on a one-forcne basis The ast 
thing you want to do isto dilute your 
deck by making it bigger. Just because 
your opponent happened to play out his 
hhand inthe fist duel doesn’t mean you 
should throw in your Rack. On the other 
hand, your opponent isn’t using any 
black, you should probably find some 
space for Fear. 

Sideboarding aso aves you an eppor- 
‘unity to take out cards that will be less 
‘useful against your current opponent. 
Remember my dilemma over Frozen 
Shade? If you come up against a player 
‘who doesn't seers to have any swamps, 
the Shade is probably a better bet than 
the Lost Soul It's easier to cast, and 


Qasr: 
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although you won't have much mana to 
pump ttwith t’s better than 2/1 crea- 
ture with ne special abies 

Regaress of what changes you make, 
bbe sure to keep track of thern so you can 
return your deck to normal once the 
match over There’snathing worse than | 
drawing 2 color-specific card dunng a 
due! and crying, “Hey, that shoulde’t be 
inthere!” 


Ready, Set, Gol 

Soyou've finally got your deck dont. 
‘Congratulations! You've made pas the 
‘mast important an challenging par of 
2 sealed deck tournament Nowi'stime 
to put your work tothe test 

Play is generally straightforward, 

although, hike | 
sai, afer seem 
i Guotures ors the wey ingly weak Ged 
an come up bi 
pee tote cued eck 
fame tourneys. As | 
H mentioned ear- 
1 her, Amulet of 
H Kroog tumed aut 
i tobea key tomy 
J deck: for two 
mana, | could 
prevent one damage to myself or my 
creatures, Since there usially aren't abt 
‘finitely pumpableShivans or Frozen 
Shadesor Pesences aru tle dam- 
age prevenion can go a ong way. 
wand when you pay cert cards 
‘ruse certain ables, lke the Kroog 
healing power, wil largely depend on 
your deck. However, ther are some gen- 
‘alps you should keepin mind, 

Never use your key cards too way. 
Hfyou've ota Diserichant in han and 
the mana to use if that doesn’t mean 
you shoule bast the fist target your 
‘Opponent brings into play. Walt for 
something that wall hurt your deck. 
you've already een a COP: Red in your 
‘opponent's deck, hang onto that Ds- 
enchant Eventual, that Circle wil sur 
face, and you don’t wanto get caught 
wiinout a solution. 

Save game breakers tke Word of 
Bindrg unt you can use them other 
smaimum efectivenes. When playing 
pels, ep in mind whats len your 
dec Are you going tobe able to win 
the game you cast that Fireball now? 
Your resources ae imited, 50 play with 
them that way. 

Finally, don’t spend too much time 
‘eating, unless you havea ler combo in 
yor hand, Dot be arid to lose crea 
{ures there shoud be a ot of them In 
yourdeck F you wa for things to esca 


late to the point where no one can do 
anything, the game may end with some. 
fone running out of cards. That's not good 
if you're the one with fewer cards! 

Allin ll, a sealed deck tournament 
‘can provide you with awelcome change 
in play environment So f you'r tired of 
‘alvays wanning your local tournaments— 
‘or always lasing them—try playing on an 
‘even fed and see just how far your Magic 
skis can take you. oe 


Cream of the Crap 
Cos that rc the final deck are baldfced, Key ae- 
‘oor cards ore ioiaed 

ARTIFACTS —2fop 

1 Aloddia’s Lemp 7) Geant Spider 
TAmlet of Kroog 1 Naf Asp 
LGelestiol Prism 1 Pradesh Gypsies 

1 Dingus fag, ‘TSendstorm 


2GropeshotCatpuits 1 Vela 
Tn Sir 


1 Rec The ED 

1 Saul Not ‘2Brothers ol Fire 

1 Wl of Spers 1 Fire Elemental 
 Fireboll 

BLACK J Fissore 

1 Abomination 1 Groy Ogre 

1 Bog imp ‘DHuroon Minoteurs 

1 Cycopeon Murmmy 1 Hurt Jockal 

1 Dre fe Tremototion 

Theor 1 Lightning Balt 

| Frozen Shade. 1 Shatter 

‘T Howl from Beyond 1 Ssters af the Rare 

1 Lost Soul 2 Stoo Runs 

1) Ronse Dea 1 Woll of Fire 

He Woes 

1 Word ol Bin wrLIH 

te) COP, Avfots 

BLUE 1 Disenchont 

1 Blu Beenoatel Blot 1 Divine Tronsformo- 

1 Bros Powe tion 

1 Energy Top: WKesmet 

1 Flight 1 Morale 

1 jr ere 1 Osoi Votes 

+ Phantasmal Terrain 1 Somite Heoler 

T Power Sink ‘TTundro Wolves 

1 Psychic Vera Paes 

1 Seaport 

1 Sunken iy ste 

1 howghloe Bee 

Wall af Water ‘5 Mowntoins 

1 Wate Bement 5 Plains 
Songs 

GREEN 

‘Cereus! "Dy re rds node 

1 ro Moen the til deck, 








SINGLE CarDs, COMPLETE SETS, BoosTER Boxes 


Magic: The Gathering™, Star Trek” , Star Wars”, Rage”, Highlander” Wyvern” , and more. 
Ice Age™ 47u Epiion 3ao Eoition OOP Star Trek UNL. Lor, 


Ar of Bone Black Mana Batery $7 Braingeryser B.Cnsher $15 $36 
Baldovian Fra Blue Mana Batery $7 Cloae 35 | Da $29 $60 
Bimking Sprit —«$7/_—~Bronze Tablet $7 Cont frombeow $5 Dron SIS $35 
Chios Lord $7 Canion Ants $1 Darkpact Sb G.Lafowe S15. $40 
Grown ofthe Ages $7 Clockwork Avian $7 Demonic Attomey $6 Pica” $28 $70 
Defic Colossus of Sandia $8 Demonic Hordes” «S11 TashaYar $10 523 
For of Nae $9 Demon $5 | Ener $15 $55 
Gaca's Liege $7 Famstead $6 WChsher $15, 
General Jarksld Goblin King i W Riker $19 
Ghostly Flame Green Mans Battery Wor S19 
Hesatomb 8 Kilkr Bocs s7 
Jey Manipalator Leviathan 37 : 25 Races $50 
Iester's Cap Lod ofAdanis $7 Juggernaut 3 | 100 Uncommn, $33 
Teste's Mask Loréofthe Pit $9 Living Wal é | 100Comm. "$10 
Linurgoyt Magia Back = $6 Mae Djinn 
Marton Strom. Mahamot Dim —$8_—Regrowth Star Trek Singles 
Mericke Rebetit Nightmare $10 Roc of Kher Ridges Altemate Universe 
Mino of Lesh N Palacin $9 Rock Hytea 2 Star Wars Singles 
Pent ofthe Ages PersIncamte —-«$7_—Rocket Launcher 
Pole: Kraken Royal Aswsnn $13 Screndib Elec CALL For Pricins 
Seraph Shiven Dragon $14. Shatterstorm : ae 
Skeletoa Ship Sinp Mine ST Sol Rune aaeete 
Starmbind ‘evarar $7 V Dopplegangee s 
Vexing Arcanix Trskelion STV Bodygaurd CALL For PRICING 
Chsngrmoun, UrtsAvenger $8 ALL DAL LaNos 


2 cn sce RTT 


am = CARD EMPORIUM 
2 ¢ Mat Onpen Pa #: (612) 404-9616 


$1000 $25 $830 


Pullen Empues $12 St gas) Please calltponder: MF: 1OxveteatCT + (612) 404-9616 » fax (612) 541-9105 


Tvl = Se | Mail Onder Ades: 15500 Wayzata Bh. 604-202, Wayzata, MN 5539] 
eS ASC, ae) ea ORDERING INSTRUCTION eT, 

4th Echtion $350, Call ae ee 7. i ntec 
StarTrek Lid. $900 si7s 2 Movunean ra fears aha BY rae 
StarTrek Und $380 Ce ee Prat bet ncn cae tbe 

4 MO a colt cn pore Fira art lomad 


Atrernarive UNIVERSE - Cau leas 
OTT aT, 


Vist Our Two RetAlt STORES IN MINNESOTA RETAILERS 


1 Magic: The Gathering 5, Spors Cats 
8028 Fwy 55 Golden Valley 1310 East Wayzata Blvd 2 Star Trek 6 Poss 
Gokien Vailey Shopping Center Wayzata (Next to KFC) 3 Sar Wars 1 Pre iss 


(612) 541-1340 ( ‘ 
M109 Sot 10-8 Sun 11-6 M-P10-8 Sat 108 Sun 12-6 nes One aS Sari 


Both stores carry large selections of collectible eard game singles, . 
sets, and booster boxes. They also carry comie books, non- sports Call for further information. 
‘cards, sports cards, fitted hats, and pogs. Must have a business license 
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rm Fact sig ata ctag went ey hee 
| Jgaret Weis i recognized as one of the most popular fantasy 





; She's always had a talent for writing, although it wasnt imme- 
Vii ta lagealts diately recognized by her teachers, “I was flunked on an English 
Name: Mupuiies assignment. The teacher told me that no ninth grader could 


write that well" 

peleth Bard 8 EN nce ig | Somewhere, a ninth-grade English teacher is kicking himself, 

Occupation: Posten af Hog Fre? | Inher freshman year at the University of Missouri at Columbia, 
Weis switched from art to English on advice from a professor 


Base af Operations: ‘Once | knew what | wanted to do, | felt really good about it and 


sl by purest 
Career Highlights: Tag Theos ar Ser fhe Gordons 
Drs, Sef eas Drogas apyeao 


Bal Corrs ree Drage raves 





of Sommer Fle, ve 08 hs Naver 





ow BGZours 


“Right out of college, | started working in a small pub- 
Ishing company as. prootreader. | worked irom the bottom 
Lup, learning a lot about the industy inthe process.” 

Her fist sale was A Bography of Frank & Jesse James, ajuve- 
nile book for Simon & Schuster. She worked on assignment, 
covering topics from robots to the history of Thanksgiving, 

‘Around this time, she started workng for TSR as a copy 
editor, The rest, as they say, is history. 

“Dragonlance started with Tracy [Hickman]. Marketing 
wanted to do something with dragons, and asked the desn- 
ers for ideas, Tracy submitted an idea for 12 modules, and 
2 committee started working on it” Weis recalls. 

“1 was brought in as a book ecitor. There was such a cre- 
ative infiuence at those meetings thatthe world became real 
Atsts did work on thar own time, and we got to fee that we: 
knew the people in this world It was the feelings of the peo= 
pple n those meetings that made Dragenlance so successful.” 

Weis is current'y working with Don Pertin on another 
book inthe Star of the Guardians series. Her newest release 
Is Dragons of Summer Flame, a $60-page hardback, ue in 
November, it'sher ancl Hickman’s first Dragonlance novel in 
fine years: Weis is hoping to do more with Dragonfance in 
an editorial capacity, where she can exercise a litle more 
creative control, 

“i's something we leamed wath Dragonionce. When you 
take it to the level of crass commercialism, you lose some- 
thing, It’s ke Tracy used to say We shouldbe like the party 
that’s wallang towards the shining castle on the hill From a 
distance, ts beautiful When you get to0 clase, you can see 
the cracks in the walls.” 

And in the future? 

“t's kind of odd, Two years ago this September, | was 
‘diagnosed with breast cancer. went through the treatments 
and the whole thing [successluly], and | stopped thinking 
10 years ahead Now | live for today.” 











Foverite wark of yaur awn... 

Probably the Knights of the Black Farth, which isa sefles 
‘of science fiction books. | would say it was my best. I ike 
each af them for different reasons. Dragoniance because it was 
the beginning, Star of the Guaraans was [the science fiction 
tlogy] | wanted to write for 10 years 


Favarite wark ky onather writer... 

Bleak House, by Charles Dickens. Marvelous construction, 
‘magnificent characterization... His portrayal of society in is 
‘time was unpatalle'ed, and his siyte of wating was amazing 

Top Soft Gras sare ek 
elo. Str fhe Goats game as 















Person yau'd mast like 
ta meet... 

Jane Austen [author of Pride 
and Prejudice]. | really 
admate her style of wnt: 
Ing, and she led an 
Interesting life She 
has such insight on 
the human condition, 








Mast er 
nee 

While working in Research & Development at TSR, | took 
prt ina raid with ELF the Editors Liberation Front. We were 
tired of the constant water pistol wars between the game 
designers, and decided to strke back Se ane day, we threw 
‘open the doors and attacked, raining water down on the 
hapless designers, fleeing in a well-orchestrated hk and run 
A supervisor stormed into our office furious At the time of 
‘our raid, he had been showang around people who were 
Interested in buying TSR. | don’t think they ended up make 
Ing the purchase 


rrassin: 






Favarite munchie at 2 a.m, 
Potato chips, I'ma big carbohydrate freak. | can sneer at 
chocolate, but put @ bag of potato chipsin front of me - 





Favorite tay as © kid and as en adult... 

Somy loved that [board] game Vhad one of the first 
Barbie dolls, when it first came out And books, | was always 
big on books Now, | love Bridge, My husband and | get 

jether with fnends and play Bridge every week 


orite television shaw... 
Babyfon 5, without a doubt. 





Last gaod baak you've read... 
‘Murder, Must Adveruse, by Dorothy Sayers I'm a big mur: 
der mystery fan, 


Fantasy character ar creature mast like yav.. 
‘Well, Maigrey {heroine of the Star of the Guardians tlogy] 

's the person I'd like to be. Tracy always says that he'd like 

to be Sturm, he's like Tans, and comes across as Fizban, 





Peaple you'd mast like ta wark with... 

| think it would be fun te work with some up-and-com- 
ing film director, maybe someone nobody has heard of. [fe 
like to] learn something about the movie industy. You get 
‘more creative when you work frorn the bottom up. I would 
have hiked to work with [George] Lucas on the 
first Stor Wars, 





Favarite musical performer.. 
‘Sheral Milnes; an operatic baritone, Lgot to 
FBP ect bir last year, and was one ofthe high 
lights of my te, 


If you were an all-powerful wizard, 
what yau wauid de with yaur powers... 

havea frend who has AIDS, and a friend whe 
fas lupus. 'd make them well 


IQ os 
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Giggles on the Web 


Yeah, it’ offical fal, which means t's bme to get 
serious again. Well. sorta. 

lust because we have to be serious in the real 
‘world doesn't mean we gotta be stoic in the cyber 
‘world, Ifyou want to get downright silly, you should 
check out Magic: The Humor on the World Wide 
Web (WWW), Ain't nuthin’ but fun out there. 

Magic: The Humor is one of those spots made 
for relaxing after a tough day at school or work It’s 
located at URLitip //www.csswarthmore edu/-— 
bbinde/magic/index him. 

I's a free-for-all fun fest that links you to clever 
satire and downright siliness, For siliness, they offer 
Magic Pick-Up Lines. (.e., “Wanna go back to my 
Breedling Pit?” or “Check out my crystal rodl") Lines 
Ike these are quaranteed to fall—but hey, curse ther 
lands if they cart take a joke! 

One of the page's highlights include imaginary 
‘Magic theme decks. Check out Magic’ The Govern- 
‘ment, Animaniacs: The Gathering, The Tick Card, and 
Wamer Bros, Cartoon Cards. 





My favorite deck 
was the Calvin 
& Hobbes expan- 

sion set. You 
won't want 
to be on 
the receiving 
nd when tap Cain and 
Summon Tiger! AS with 
their odd sports hybrcs, 
rulesn Cahan and Hobbes’ Macc 
games are subject to change at 
the whiea of the ployer, 
(Would tbe neat i you 
«ould really do that in a 
game?) 


HE ber Spocnen 


Sul ed fistTger Students should pay special attention to this 
‘expansion set. Use your Enchant Calvin and “Target 
Hes. ‘Calin gains protection from homework.” 
Where were these cards when Iwas in school? 
‘he nenes ogi 
"= e-notes 
open? SimCity: Compared to Magic anc iuminet, there's 


‘voy litte out there dedicated to SimCity Fortunately, 
2 private programmer named Sara Skovronsky has 
set up a page devoted to the game. The SimPage is 
located at htp://Weber u.weshington.edu/-starsh/- 


iW: 











«SWARTHMORE . EDU, 


Magic: The Humor 


simaity/simety. html. 

‘Although it snot an “offical” Web ste, it seems 
to get the blessings of the card game companies, 
The page has direct e-mail ins to Mayfair Games 
(SimAnswer@aol.con) and to the SimCity netrep, 
Faith Price (iprice@nteraccess.com). 

“The SimPage is the current crovin jewel sie for Sim- 
Gy players, but there are other pages in development. 


‘The SimCornerstone: If your interest in SimC- 
ity has been piqued, and you want to know more 
about the game, send e-mail to SimAnswer@aal.- 
com Request their ist of Frequently Asked Ques- 
tons, which should give you a good idea of how the 
{game operates. You can e-mail this address from, 
anywhere on the Internet, 

‘You may also want to check out "How | Bulld 
a SimCity Deck” by Bill Ingram on the WWW, 
It’s located at ttp://wwwits.bldrdoc.gov/-bing/- 
simbuild.html, | thought this page was great 
because t incorporated play tips and city-bullding 
philosophy. It’s perfect for those who have 
always been curious about SimCity but didn't 
know where to start, 


Upgrade Hordes: The GIX Collectible Card 
(Games Library on Amenca Online has Hordes Database 
Version 4.2.1 for Windows (the date 1s 8/1). The 
upgrade of this popular database program gener: 
ates deck ist, keeps satstics, displays graphics, pro- 
vides rules, and has many other features, including 
Information on ice Age decks. This shareware pro- 
gram comes highly recornmended, 


InQuest Online: The InQuest Online forum is 
developing gute nicely. Thank you to all the people 
who have been frequenting our bulletin boards to 
offer your suppart and suggestions. Care to guess 
What the most-irequented folder in our forum i 

‘The "Magic. The Gathering: For Sale” folder, of course. 
‘Come vist our forurn and let us know what you think 
To get there on America Online, use the keyword 
“inQuest” If you're not on America Online, you can 
send us email at InQuestMag@aolcom. gf 


addy Sales th Wid Press One ad Ye has of Ward 
ec nd tes Oleh te’ poy ice gy Hs 
na ods Wear GTC al om 
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S&H HOUSE OF CARDS 
(601) 252-6622 1-800-922-7441 Fax: 601) 252-3041 
| We carry ALL collectable card games 


BY THE CASE - BY THE BOX - BY THE DECK - BY THE BOOSTER PACK 


SINGLES!! SINGLES!! SINGLES!! SINGLES!! 
MAGIC™. DOOM TROOPER™- RAGE™- STAR TREK® 
We also carry SINGLES for the great new game - GUARDIANS™ 


CHECK OUT OUR HUGE SELECTION AND LOW PRICES!! 


Boxes, Play mats, books, counters, mini top loaders (shuffleable), D-Ring binders, 
life stones, and NEW from Ultra-Pro - DECK BYNDERS (holds mini top loaders) 


We accept: VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER MONEY ORDERS 
NOW TAKING PRE-PAID - PRE-ORDERS FOR STAR WARS6 and 
ALTERNATE UNIVERSE™ (Both are LIMITED Black Border Edition) 

|(*The fine print: Prices and quantities subject to change without notice. No cancellations 































on pre-paid pre-orders, $5.00 minimum shipping and handling charge.) 
S&H House of Cards, 126-B East College Ave, P.O. Box 308, Holly Springs, MS_38635 





















































PAUL & JUDY'S 
Coins & Cards 
‘has MAGIC, Hyborian Gates, | 
Marvel OvepowerStarTik, g] | 
“Star Wars & other GAME CARDS..A} 
I Pros antsy An, Comic Card, anda tremendous selection 
‘ofnon-sports and sports card, Send tis coupon for 


|i 
WA. 7 "A RD |_ FREE CATALOGUES | 
[Ade Chetescouts Inventory Reductions 
toe bea Cap Chom 


CIGAME Cuts (Magi Starck, exe) | MHORIOREAT 


(lene Mertande Non Spore) | ihe NSN 
[Motos (AvieyelyNASCAR)) Aisne 
[CPi Autographed Football Cards| "won sDAY |p 
[DSpersBowsevPace C1 Hockey | HEMEL 
TL comocan REAMIDYS 
20.00X409, DAVE INQ” ARTHUR Z 91 
[ aujsiiore Hous booms Booense 
US Ee ato) natl7 OVERSEAS AX G)SI9T39 
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The Putt You in the Pod 


InQuest Contest 





NGS eS mf 
Youtoutdbe here! == - = - ane 
Visit a Virtuol World site neor you! ATLANIA ove & Busters, 404 951 5554. CHICAGO, North Piet, 312.836 5977 * COSTAMESA, Tricngla Square 714 616 
‘2495 OALLAS, UA Poza Morhpark, 214 265 9664 HOUSTON, Ouve and Busters, 713.267 2629 » INOIAKAPOLS, Grle Canter, 317 635 4204 #LAS VEGAS, Geld Key Shops, 
72 369 3583 » MONTREAL Complex Desjardins, 5T4 047 8835 © PASADENA, One Coloredo, 616 577° 9896 @ SACRAMENTO, America Live!, 916-447 3245 © SAN OHESO, 
‘azord Conter, 619 294 9200 » SAN FRANCISCO, Cybermind Fsnbarcadero, 415 693 0548 « TORONTO, CN Tower, 416 360 8500 © WALMUT CREEK, North Mole Stree, 510 968, 
0700 © OVERSEAS: Ausra, Japan, United Kingdom # OPEWING SOM: Burbank, Malaysia, Porromatt, St Louis © NTERKET AOORESS hts//wwe.vitwabworécom 


nn FW 





i: 





Exer want to strap into a 30-Foot walking battle tank 
or race through the canals of Mars ina high-tech hover 
‘raft? Yeah? Us too. So we quess it's a good thing that 
there are no Fewer than twehe Virtual World centers in 
‘thie U.S! where we can have this kind of Fun and not: 
‘get blown up. 

But the adventure itself is just part of the package. All 
Virtual World pilots start their adventure with a mis- 
sion Briefing and Follow it up with-an instant replay 
remew and a printed record oF how you did on the mis- 
sion. Then you get to go ta their own in-house bar! 


Sound cool? Good, cause you're going. 


HOW TO PLAY 


e's easy as pie, Actually, it's easier. Making a light, Haky 
crust that isn't dry is kinda hard. 
But anyhow, all you have to do here is fill out the 


attached entry Form and you're in the ruqning! 


‘Thismmenth’s contestis'sponsored by Virtual 
World, a bunch of people who believe that 
teehnology is our Friend. 


USERS MANUAL 
phe nea Gk spe eyes Wand Ps, We 
‘el of rma tas sk ony 
fe ese, a, deepen chee 
foley amore hy Schinkel 
‘spain PT od duro, Mar Pes, 0 Bo 18, Come 
e708 sms pds of pee os lb ae a yo 
ery fm i ig ty can wa me os eae 
so ty Wid oda wi tr. i a, 
nt on wl eso 
ras bfiosd Paso ovat thames eft wes oleae 
ee od ve pind ed ried y uns ems 
thay ons oedema 

seb Nob 3, 195. 
rel ri, meat reels Ok anal be ead 
byte nr eed as med pt ey teal hae Foe rel 
eid moro ly Weed formal end 
igloos orDeani 1,195 are Chew oy np 
Fa alt ies re i est 5,195, al ads ee 
Yes Todt iden thas PO foci Cogs TORE 

















veer ower se 





Meme 














Deadine is November 30, 1995 


Pod” 
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PRIZES 

Grand Prize (One winner): One randomly selected 
reader will rece an eight-pod, one-hour Virtual World 
party! That's right—you and seven of your buddies will 
set a Full hour of robot blasting, Mars-cruisin’ Virtual 
World Fun and hijinks! Don't have seven Friends? Tell 
people you've won thisiGontest and you soon will! 

The Grand Prize winner also'receives a Virtual World 
ait package consisting of a Virtual World hat, T-shirt, 
and poster. 

Second Prize (20 winners}: Twenty other ran- 
domly selected readers will recewe a Virtual World gift 
package consisting oF a Virtual World hat: Tshirt. poster, 


and some Free passes so you can check it out yourself 


Fil out this tle form, attach itta your entry, put i an envelope, 
on sendite: Put You in the Pod 
Contest ¢/o Wizard Pre: 
118, Congers, NY 10920-0118. 





5, P.O. Box 


est Contest Entry Formy 
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A Festive Look at Halloween 


ith the end of October just around the comer, you've na doubt bean 
W pat wooo oom 
deck. “Lessee... putin 20,ll Holow’s Eves, 20 SengirVomgires, 


‘ond... Ho, wai, put in 21 Al Hallow’ Eves, 24 Sengir Vornpiras, 1 Seosons ofthe Wich...” 

Bets you fp hvaugh your mos las ooking fr onhing vn rely pup 
kin-ik ("Hi .. Saproling tokens osjockaJoners?”), you moy sat fo wonder jst hot 
‘puri hove fo do with Holloween onyway. For thot mote, who! doss anything hove to do 
vi woe? 

‘Why do children dress up every October 31 os Sotmon ond Minnie Mouse? Why not dress 
pas the secretory of onsporotion? And why aot do it on April 172 

‘Wo dace tht Hotng sheet whey oes scary Hollen symbol, bu that 
oping forks wih moths oe? Frks con pke your eye ou, on hey old oll the 
me, it woud ive you nuts. The wor sheet condo nel you vith dovny cor. 
1K icy be te downy cnr fhe domed ut thas forks aril rty mean 

And why do we give out candy? This yeor, try giving rick-o-reoters bows of gravy. 
Crist dodo bunch of ll signs on an Wyn? ete he lanes oes 
going 10 Soy, "You're ot doing it right.” These oral ust customs we do yeor offer 
ex, ond oon kno why ty don tis wy ond nat a way 

Moone excep bund of dod Cl. And you 





Shocking Halloween Secrets 
Revealed! 

{seems safe to say the Ces dd not 

imagine ther holiest festival would 

one day be celebrated by chiidren 
donning flame-retardant Wonder 
Woman ponchos and throwing toviet 
paper in neighbortiood trees. But that’s 
history for you 

alloween has been observed in the 
British Iles for well over 2,000 years. I 
you went back to $00 8.C. ireland, 
though, you'd find they cid know "Hah 
lowween” from "Wet-Naps.” It was ong 
nally called Samhain (pronounced 
So", alter the Clic lord ofthe dead. 

The festival of Sambain was the 
Celtic New Year’s Day. it marked the 
time by which harvesting had to be 
completed anc cattle had to be brought 
down from hilisde pastures an either 
put away for winter or slaughtered It 
‘was also day when the bani between 
the worlds of the ving and the dead, 
dissolved—sort of like when Denny's 
has a special 

“The Celts beleved the souls of peo 
ple who dted dunng the previous year 
roamed the Earth on this day looking 
for bodies—animal ar human—to 
‘ccupy. Understandably, people did not 
wish to be accupodo, They set out 
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food to appease the spirits, dressed up 
25 demons and ghouls, and built bor 
Fres And of course, they threw the occa 
sional vilage idiot into the flames for 
‘good measure. Even the Romans, who 
never ceased to be amused by the spec: 
tacle of saves hacking each other to 

jeces in glaciatoral combat, found ths 
practice appalling 











How The Ween Became Hollow 


hough the Romans made 
them stap knocking off vi: 
lage hots, Sarvain remained 


popular in Scotland and Ireland wel, 
Into the fourth century, when Catholic 
‘missionaries showed up to convert 
everyone. Being no dummies, the 
Church decided not te eliminate the 
festival but to redefine it in Christian 
terms. Thus November 1, Samhain, 
became All Hallows! Day, a day 10 
honor saints, 

To get.a picture of how widely this 
‘missed the mark, imagine your corr 
pany announcing that come Decem- 
ber, Christmas willbe replaced by “Al 
Shareholders’ Day.” Instead of spend- 
tng the day with your loved ones, you 
willbe required to come to the office 
‘and pay respect to the faceless ows 
es In Whose name your boss’ bosses 
have “streamlined dental cover- 
age aut of your health package. 


















Needless to say, Samhain contin. 
ued as never before. 

In the year 900, the Church took 
the carrot-and-stick approach by 
thawing another holiday on the cal: 
endar—November 2, Al Souls’ Day— 
while preaching that spirits were 
devils, equating Samhain with evil for 
the first time, 

Gradually, Samhain became an 
ordinary harvest festival with a few 
‘occult elements throws in, and instead 
‘of taking place throughout the day of 
November 1, it became confined to 
thenight before, All Hallows’ Evening. 
Somehow over the years, “All Hallows! 
Evening” tumed into “Halloween.” 
How this happened, we don't know, 
‘but bear in mind these are the same 
people who decided “Samhain” was 

anounced "sown." 

‘Odder stil, some people insist on 
throwing the apostrophe in—"Hal: 
Jowe'en’—to mark the missing v 
Never mind the fact that all three 
words have been jammed together 
the shas been annihilated, and “all” 
and *-ning” are AWOL; we can’t let 
that v be forgotten! 














Who Added 
The “Smell My Feet” Part? 


«ing an Irish and Scottish 
tradition, Halloween is 
unknown in the non- 


English-speaking world. And 
‘who can blame them? We 
barely know what to do 
with it ourselves. Even 
In England, they'd 
rather wait the five 
days till Guy 
Fawkes Day, 
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‘on November 5. At least they know what that one’s 
about. (Guy Fawkes ined to blow up Parliament in 1605; 
he failed and was executed. Every year, the British hight 
fireworks and bonfires, celebrating both that Fawkes 
‘got caught and that he ted.) 

Halloween didn't catch on in Amenca until the 1840s, 
when large numbers of Insh immigrants settled here 
and brought their traditions with them For decades, 
Halloween activities were mostly games and pranks: 
bobbing for apples, tipping outhouses, and other mind- 
‘numbing horrors of the pre-Nintendo era 

Tek or treating started in the '30s and dnt become 
\wadespread until the ‘50s. Before then, chiiren some 
times dressed up in Halloween costurnes to go out and 
play tricks. 8ut no one is quite sure how the “treat” part 
got added. Historians believe the custom started in insh 
immigrant communities and that it may have come from 
a 17th-century tradition of 
traveling door to door to 
collect donations for the 
feast of St Columba (no, 
not Columbo's wife). 





Meanwhile, In The 
‘Mutilated Gourd 
Department 
tumpkin carving 1s 
P the Amenecan form 
of an Anglo-Insh 
craft of scooping the 
insides out of tui, car 
ing designs into sks, and 
putting Mt candies inside 
These turnip jack-o'- 
lanterns are carried with 
sirings oF on the end of 
sticks. Without meaning 
to sound Americentric, 
pumpkins seer ke a far 
are practical choice Hf 
you simply must hack veg- 
tables into anthropo- 
morphic shapes. 
The name “jack-o'~ 
lantern” comes from an 
Irish folk tale of a man 
named Jack who managed to con the devil BYE 
lost the right to enter ether heaven or hel 
fe ds sod ves dood a een 
carrying a coal in a hollowed-out tui 
clearly illustrates the overabundance of figithy y 
turaps and free time in ela 
‘slong as mon a roll 
here, that whole ghosts- 
rmade-outof-bed:linen 
thing comes from the fact 
that people useditoube 


buried in shroud, 7 
basically big sheets, Why art undead spirit 
would choose to cadtfestfung and a 
body, but not the shroud, is unclear 

Maybe these are the ghosts of people 


‘op Halorerstiesbetl 
Ths purest mht eve you up 
‘ba Ha, sh’ Wo zl dog 
witht root? 


who put apostrophes in “Halloween.” 

It's also unclear how witches got stuck with broom 
sticks, For what it’s worth, people have been associat- 
Ing the two since the Middle Ages, so at leastit'sa werd 
story with a pedigree One modern theory has tt that 
witches used to smear hallucinogenic ointments on 
their Broomsticks and then straddle them. As they "rade" 
around, the drugs would slowly take effect, and the 





‘witches would have visions of flying. Personally, | think 
this sounds too much like a Penthouse letter to count as 
legitimate history. 
















Granny Smiths, Anyone? 
f you think these old legends sound weird, bear in 
Precis street 
of our own. Did your parents ever warn you about 
strangers putting razor blades or poison in candy? Wel, 
<uess what. AS far as any- 
fone knows, I's never actu- 
ally happened, at least not 
the way the stories go. 
In 1985, sociologists 
Joel Best and Gerald Hon- 
luchi surveyed every men. 
tion of treat-tampering in 
the New York Times, the Los 
Angeles Times, the Chicago 
Tribune, and the Sacra- 
‘mento Bee between 1958 
and 1984. Of the 76 
reported incidents they 
found, virtually all were 
eather urverfiable or turned 
‘out to be hoaxes. There are 
two known cases where 
children have died from 
poasoned Halloween candy. 
In both cases, farmly mem 
bers turned out to be 
responsible. And there are 
no known cases of injures 
or deaths caused by razor 
blades embedded in candy 
or apples. 
‘None of which sto say 
tnclcor-treatersshouldr/tbe 
‘aubous someone put a sign in their 
window that read "Free Candy for 
Children,” would you even think 
‘about going i? But maybe we 
don’t need to be twitching, ner- 
vous wreck about it. 
‘Another Hal: 
loween legend of 
recent years was the Pur 
‘due University rumor in 1988 that a psychic 
had gone on a talkshow and predicted 
a homicidal maniac dressed a5 Little Bo 
Peep was going to slash his way across 
campus on the evening of October 31 
Although no one had made such a pre- 
diction, and although similar rumors 
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Were soon popping up all around the coun 
try, unlversty oficial took the prudent mea- 
sure of banning Little Bo Peep costumes 
from campus partes. 


A'90s Kind of Halloween 

‘0 what 1s the current state of Hal- 

loween? As you might guess, nut 

tion-minded adults ae trying to pawn 
health foods off as being acceptable Hal- 
loween fare. Last year, an elementary school 
in Mt, Prospect, il, had the audacity to offer 
popcorn balls, bagels, granola, carrats, cel- 
ery, and apple slices for Halloween, All can 
say Is, whoever was behind this never got a 
Tiger's Milk bor or a heinous, stiff granola 
bar in their trick-or-treat bag 

‘And! as you might guess, some people are 
trying to raise awareness of the holiday's 
alleged Satanic side. Last year, a number of 
schools across America ignored Halloween 
‘entirely and instead celebrated "Harvest Day” 
or “Read Across America Week.” Others 
allowed children to decorate pumpkins but, 
rot to carve them, claiming that was cross- 
ing the line into paganism, 

‘And of course, corporations are making 
hhuge sums of cash, Amencans spend around 
51 billion on Halloween candy (including, 
10,000 tons of candy corn), $400 millon on, 
costumes, and 5200 million on pumpkins. 
(Candy manufacturers live or dle by Hallowee 
sales, and costume companies are perennially 
forced into uying to guess who next year’s hot 
characters will be Halloween 1s also a big 
night for beer; we spend around $225 millon 
forall those suds sold to us by cartoon ghosts 
and their athlete pals, 

It’s enough to make you won- 
der ifyou went to Ireland, hiked 
high up into the ancient fields, 
‘stood real stillfor a moment, 
and just listened... could 
you hear the Celts spinning 
in thetr graves? o 








‘AA AMMHHH! 
Halay PaLmsrle 
| KNOW WHAT YOUVE BEEN 
uP Tow 
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‘A Guide to Tricks and Mischief-Making 


3 surely as 
leaves turning 
and gold, 


autumn Is marked in 
my neighborhood by the 
appearance of white strands 
of two-ply, quilted toilet J 
paper dangling from tree 
branches You can walk 

me through cnsp after. 

noons and show 1 
grinning jack-o'-lanterns 

You can ply me with mugs of 

cider and plates of warm 

doughnuts But it wouldn’t be fall without seeing my neighbor, Mr 
Moss, wave a rake at the Charmin on his elm. 

‘Although we tend to forget about it, the trick was a part of Hal- 
loween long before the treat. Traditional ticks in the British Isles 
include changing shopkeepers’ signs, removing gates from hinges. 
and putting them on the owners’ roofs, and the ever-popular rap- 
ping on windows 

One British prank 
involves creeping up to 
the victim's house 
and simultane- 
‘ously smacking 
their win 
dow with 
your 
hand 
and 
































































breaking a bottle against ther wall The lea 
ts that the vitim thinks thelr window has 
been broken and runs out in a fright. Of 
course, nowadays you tried it they would 
probably just come out and shoot you 
Pranking 1s inadvisable mn the "90s. 

‘A Scottish prank that is especially nad. 
veable is called “burning the reeke mehr.” 
The prankster takes a cabbage, scoops out 
all the leaves in the center, and fill the 
remaining shell with straw He then sets fre 
ta one end of the cabbage, puts it against 
the victim's keyhole, and blows through the 
‘ther end, filing the victim's house wath 
smoke Hf desire, the prankster climbs onto 
the roof and stuffs the chimney up with tut, 
trapping allthe smoke inside, 'm sil rying 
to figure out how you light a cabbage. 

‘tradition closely associated with Hat 
Joween pranks is Mischief Night, also known, 
as Deus Night. In some parts of the US, 
Canada, reland, and the United Kingdom, 
this sa might witere people ge out and play 
all sorts of pranks. According to tradition 
(but nat always the local sherif’s depart- 
‘ment), they are exempt from punishment. 
Historians believe the ongins of Mischiet 
Night may lie mn Roman festivals, during 
which ordinary laws were suspended for a 
few days 

In Bntain, Mischief Night was originally 
‘pn 20, ancl beys would go out and burn 
reekie mehrs and do whatever else their 
fiendish ite hearts desired. In the midlle 
af the 19th century, it moved to October 30, 
the night before Halloween, and then to 
November 4, the night before Guy Fawkes 
Day. No one is really sure why it moved 

Ih Detrot, Devils Night is October 30, 
and it has become infamous as a night of 
arson. According to Deputy Chief John 
‘Chakan of the Detroit Fire Department, 
Devil's Night has lang been a time of ight 
pranks in the city, butin the eay “80s, var 
dals started setong fire to abandoned houses. 
Last year, there were 135 Devs Night fires, 
in the cy, avastimproverent om the 810 
ies started in 1984, but stl high for a city 
that would normaly see around 65 fres an 
any given right. Camden, Ni, has had sim- 
lar problems with their Mischief Night 
over the past five years, although lst 
year, volunteers patrolled the streets 
and no fires were started. 

No word yet on whether or 
rot there isa reekie mehr 
connecton to all ofthis. 

Bric Black 















\ 
» Wovess 





Fven the Great 
bel Lousy reals 


ot kindof sick cid 
W- en 
have ta have 10 be 


inspired to design hoor RPG? Acly, 
toy ht ik Weosked Mark Reneoge, 
rat of ite Wal’ Vamp The es 
erode, nd Luis Prosper co-designer 
of Moyici’s Chill what Holowcen wos 
Nes foc thom osdilren 

“My eas emaresofHalowesn 
coca when vedin Scan, says 
Reinsigen, who spel prt of his dil 
hao her ile is father tdi phe 
Iosophy tthe Uist of Edinburgh, 
“11 as lloven celeb it wos 
Guy Fawkes Day... 

“Wo rely desu. Thats mare 
ofan American thing,” ReineHogen 
remembers. “When | fist ame bok a 
Ame ny pres mien ces up for 
Hllwoon. had no ideo wha it wos 
hd my an tart, ond 50 essed ino 
ki ond won the Halloween ois” 

"hen Iwosin allege recs os 
peri, "had o Halloween port and | 
these up us Gunby—th Ede Mor 
shy Goby... Arind of minh some 
aroen fom robber. Te ary Was Sa 
way ng ond a iting hor 
soon mys oy down on he ground 
ndroughly sketched oo To bast part 
wos goto be obnoxious everybody * 

Costumes ede, the centr fort of 
Helloween —the raison dtro—is the 
{tot wich may bo why we 50 clearly 
remomber the ines who do-goodrs 
amped fre pike coro bars nd 

pels in our bogs. Wht was the 

wor tet RoneogenondPros 
pet over go? 

4 lays hoted frit. 

oo Fruitsucks;* Reine Hogen says. 

“Poboly the mst sels ne,” 















ANYBODY WANNA 
SEE WHY | CALL any 
HORSE POKEY? 





‘ecole rsp, 
"was one woman 
gore on sips of pon 
ies —fivopenvis ped 
‘other. No th mes fn tin o get 1 
mean,’ knd of coal concept, but 
thon you cn get 0 Butertnger insted, 
thr wauldbe sommichbatior” 

‘Wht cou fav karror ovis om 
‘growing up? 

“uten ws inbigh hod | went to 
«ot of horror movi,” Prope recalls 
“They wero all equally bod Actual, one 
ofthe most meroroble—i wes not bod 
ot ll it wos quite «good movie with 
George C. Scot ced The Chongelng* 

Aeineogen sos, "I never kd, you 
‘on, the typi sary movie where ll 
itis scry movie the ones that 
‘ore combinations, on thnks rely 
fighting movie Or he Hanger W's 
rp movi, yet sas kind of oor 
ror mov, gus he lima scary movie 
‘woul hove tobe Te Shining * 

Those dos, Presper says he dows 
res up for Holloween, ond rely es ick 
‘oc trees ct his apartment. ReneHogen 
sucy skips Holloween pris, refering 
into o hago “samehare dark on 
tino the siitof he hoy. 

“W’skind f net thot ne hoe ool 
‘iy for fo” hee." is sup- 
posod to be the holiday fr giving ond 
‘amily ond ove ond lho, ond Exstrs 
kind ofc old fr rebirth and spring, 
but we eco have hay fo Far. For 
arrot, For dark ond bod things. Despite 
tow sanitiaod scety hos gotten, we il 
faveit* 

You night want otha the next 
‘peson who tries ftp a FiBor na your 
ood bog, 

Bick 
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VAMPIRELLAG 


REWARD: 


The hottest Wizard Special ever, including a 
Lady Death/Shi/Vampirella jam poster and a preview of 
Pamela Anderson’s Barb Wire movie. On sale in December. 
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The Dark, then, s Magic's shadow-—a very deep 
shadow. Every color becomes twisted and tainted 
thn The Dark, ever noble white. 
eat turns wantonly destructive, even tots owt 
Caster. Blue tears away atthe mind, and tampers 
With things best left tumbering, Green reveals the 
deepest heart of the forest, where tie wild, 
‘unchecked growth and surprising allances wath 
black. Black, the most sinister of the five colors, 
sinks deeper into its ov dank swamps. Noble 
white becomes prejudiced and Intolerant, hate. 
fully lasting out at black and red. 


Overview: It's fiting that the most cutthroat of 

‘Magy expansions be represented by the most cut- 
throat of maliplayes variants —the Dak Mees. Essen 
tially, a melee consists ofa large number of people 
sittng around a circle attempting to kill one another. 
‘Warm the coeldes of one’s heart, doesn’t it? 


Setup: A melee can be played by teraly any 
‘numberof people. Infact, conventions requaly 
hhold “grand melees” with 40 players or more, 
Buta game that ize requis snultaneous tums 
and a staff of judges. For our purposes, seven 
players is perfec, but anywhere between five 
and rine people will work, 
Al players sit ina circle at randomly deter. 
mined seats. Deterine vho wilgo fist by what- 
lever method you usually use. ly will progress 
to that player's et. 


‘Melee Rules: All spells and effects have an ulti- 
‘mate range of one player to the left and nght of the 
‘aster or controler. For example, an Inferna cast by 
Player C wil deal six damage to everything and every- 
body at seats 8, C, and D, Your Howling Mine will only 
affect you and your opponents-—the immediate neigh- 
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bor to ether side of you. Spells that state “opponent” 
atfect both of your opponents Spells that state “target 
“opponent” must be targeted atone of your neighbors. 

“Anything that enters your sphere of inluence is 
game. If your opponent gains contral of someone else's 
Shivan Bragon, you can damage it, take damage from 
it ortake't for yourself, al as normal 

During his or her tur, a player may decare an attack 
on ether or both opponents. The at:ack phases mul 
taneous on both forts. 

‘What gives the Dark Mele its sinister edge isthe 
bounty insert dramatic music here), Once per game, 
each player may calla bounty on another ployer’shead. 
“Themage caling ths bounty states how mary ife ports 
a player wil rece fo ling the target. The bounty can 
bbe any amount up tothe bounty calles curent amount 
of lfe. As payment, the player calling the bounty gives 
fall that amount (rounded up) from his own lite 
total at the end ofthe tum in which the target player 
was temninated, 

Let's say Player A callsan 11-point bounty on Payer 
E, and Player D eliranates Payer E. After Es death, D 
Willcollect the bounty—thats, gain 11 fe—and Player 
‘Avil lose six fe Should A ony have four fe Ft upon 
Payers deat, so beit—Player A dies too. You get two 
funeral forthe price of one. 

‘Afew rule affect the collection of bounties player 
‘may not call a bounty on his own head, nor may he 
collect on a bounty he hcnsel called, Every player must 
take one full turn before a bounty can go into elect 1 
player ces, the bounty she called isnull and vod. No 
tone gets any ie when a player uns out of eards—even 
‘when he's Milstoned to death—and no one gets any 
te when a player ies paying off a bounty. 

But just to make life (end death) a ite more inter 
«sting, that's an automatic bounty of fie fife on every- 
‘one's head above and beyond any other bounties called 
Anyone can colect on this bounty at any te, except 
wena player run outa cards or des pay of a bounty. 
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When a players eliminated from play, all his perma- 
nents go with him, including the Angry Mab on the other 
‘ode of the board. All permanents leave play, for purposes 
of timing, at the exact moment of their owner's death 
Asin regular Magic, death occurs at the end of a phase 
of play—untap, upkeep, attack, or casting. 


AGRAM 






Bounties are collected at the same time as a player's 
‘death —but, as with upkeep, “death efects" can happen in 
any order the players rnvalved desire If you suffer lethal 
damage dung, say, your casting phase, and manage to fll 
a neighbor during the same phase, yall survive as iong as 
tele you receive s greater than the damage you took. 

Alter—and only after» tum in whicha player dies, the 
carcle coftapses and the spheres of influence adust For 
example, the tum atte Payer G dies, Player F may affect 
Player H with spels and creatures, and vice versa But Player 
cannot attack and al Player G wth a creature, then blow 
Up Player H witha Frebali on the same turn 


Strategy: Dark Melee decks may contain only cards 
from the Fourth (or Revised) Editon and The Dark This 
should level the playing field somewhat, preventing the 
‘collector extraordinaire (aka that basta) fram using four 
Time Walks and f-8af Bets It ais keeps the game n the 
ight mood—dark and foreboding! 

Puta great deal af thought into cling your baunty for 
the game. Useit to eliminate @ potential threat to your ve 
tory, It can shift the undesired attentions of a kller deck 
from you toward his otherneghbar. You may want t0 use 
\tto sow discord within powerful allance, orto endanger 
2 possible future nval across the table. The bounty can be 
‘a very dangerous thing, f used properly. 

tan aso lead to the few cases where youll ever see 
‘mercy and valorin a Dark Melee. ifthe bounty on Player D 
hasnt yet gone inte elect, Payer C may sellessy stave off 
Player E's attacks on D, only to cut him down minutes later 
when she can collect. player 8 called the bounty buts neat 
death herself, C might preserve her just long enough to kil 
D and suck out B's lat if n bounty payenen 

Conversely, you may set your sights on the player 
caling @ bounty on you—or on the quickest path to that 
player. After all, you're a lot less appetizing to others 
\without that 10-pomnt bounty hanging ever your head, 





These are two basic deck strategies: surviving and 
slaughtering 

The first surategy, surviving, is based on the premise 
that you can and will shut down any enemy that gets 
Near you tf you continually Cire away damage, or erect 
a wall of expendable weentes, your appanents should 
‘eventually look to greener pastures, White and green are 
admirably suited to ths style of play. 

‘Another good survor ls the stasis deck This can com 
pletely shut down both your opoonents, making ther eas- 
ler prey for thetr enemies. Eyen so, no ane may be willing 
tekillyour opponents for fear of falling into your dreaded 
stasis sphere! 

Survival decks, however, have ane major disadvan 
tage. people hate them. A lot. With a passion. f you're 
playing a good survival deck, expecta multiplayer bounty 
to be lewed on your head But that should be no prob 
Jem for a mage walled up behind fying swords, walls of 
stone, and stasis fields—nght? 

The other very effective strategy 1s to lay waste to 
‘everything and everybody around you Use direct dam 
age and lanchvalkers to slam your opponents before they 
get a chance to defend themselves. The obvious color 
choices for these decks are red and black, 

The only major weakness ofa kller deck s premature 
burnout. Don't waste all of your direct damage on one 
‘opponent Have some muscle nthe form of Shivan Drag. 
(ons or Giant Sharks, to supplement yaur Fireballs, 

Killer decks make perfect bounty hunters. By collect- 
ing, you may well rack up enough life ta give even the sur- 
Vvalists reason to pause. Few wil be foolhardy or suicidal 
enough—or ablel—to interere with you. 

“There are some very effective melee cards within The 
Dork. With Inferno, you may be able to clear out both of 
‘your opponents in ene fell swoop Preacher is very good 
‘offensively Snag one of your opponent's creatures and 
Use t against her. She'l either take damage fram it or 
block it and probably iit When it dies, grab another! 

By the same token, Witch Hunter is a very effective 
deferave card. Nasty litle Shivan bothenng you? Unsum- 
‘mon itl Cleansing, which destroys al land unless the 
‘owner pays one [ile per land they want to save, is sut= 
prisingly effective in a Dark Melee A White armada deck 
‘can quickly fied an army of creatures, then employ 
Cleansing, which will either enpple your rivals’ mana 
supplies oF hurt their ife totals 

‘And who could ever forget the wonderful Merfolk 
Assassin‘ War Barge combo? Gave something islandwalk, 
then kilt War Barge car also be removed fram play 
with a Disenchant or Shatter, thus burying all the crea- 
tures to which it gave Islandwall 

‘When bullding your melee deck, it’s usualy a good 
dea to surpass the 60-card minmum. Even though your 
deck might be less focused, you'l put aif the embarrass- 
Ing prospect of running out of cards 

















Ending the Game: The game ends, of course, when 
there ts but one player left remaining, This is the Dark 
Mage: the player who has lied, betrayed, and instigated 
‘most successfully. When playing in a Dark Melee, it pays 
to be evil. After ll, your cards arel o 
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BAMPTON 


t've been buying and playing Magic 
The Gathering for two years now, and ry 
‘experience has shown me thatthe two most 
Important factors in determining a card's 
pice are usefulness and availabilty. (OK, 
50 It doesn't take a genus to figure that 
out) However, m Magic, there's a third fac 
tor that’s had a rather significant impact 
‘on the market. 

‘The deck restrictions set by Wizards of 
the Coast’s Duelists’ Convocation have 
pretty much become the law in most play 
‘groups For example, few people use more 
than one Demonic Tutor oF Regrowth, even 
when they have several, Why? Because 
that’s what the Convocation has decided is 
fair for tournament play. Even in casual 
play, gamers tend to stick to those guide 
ines. IFthey don't, they/re usually shunned 
by other players. 

‘Asa result, many card prices have been 
affected by the Convocation’s decsions— 
‘Specialy the cards onthe banned st. Time 
Vaults easly one ofthe most powerul cards 
inthe onginal set, buts $40-550 pnce tag 
is significant lower than that of other key 
outotprints (OOPS). People aren't willing 
to shell out te big bucks fora Time Vauit 
because they know they can't use itn & 
tournament, and alot of people wort even 
let you play with one outside ofa tourney 


Banned! 

That's why news like Wizards of the 
‘Coast's new tournament format (see News 
& Notes, starting on page 15, for more 
detail) shakes up the market so. The Type 
1.5 format, an expenmental one introduced 
recently at AndCon '95, is the same as Type 
J, except it moves some cards from the 
restricted to the banned lis, and it restricts 
some ice Age cards. 

Richard Garfield has said that he doesn't 
lke the eftect cards ike the Moxes have had 
‘on tournaments. Now it looks ike Wizards 
‘of the Coast is doing something about it, 


Although this tournament 1s billed as 
purely experimental, should this format 
eclipse the regular Type | format, the 
Impact on the high-priced card market 
‘would be staggering, 

Iv that's the case, people won't be wi 
ing to shell out $700 for a set of Moxes and 
a Lotus. The Magic card market 1s domi- 
nated by players, not collectors. Although 
there will stil be plenty of mterest in the 
banned OOPs, thelr value wil certainly not 
{go up. More likely, their price tags wall drop. 

OF course, Ws difficult to tell how si 
rican the drop-off wil be, Because they're 
so powerful and can sill be used in casual 
play, banned cards lke Time Walk (590- 
5125) and Ancestral Recall ($45-570) should 
still fetch some interest. 








“Sorry, One Per Customer” 

‘On the hp side ofthe con, cards that are 
restricted tend to rocket in value. Compare 
liad ($25-540) and Alt from Cairo ($60: 
$75) from the Arabian Nights expansion set. 
Both are popular Type I tournament cards, 
but Allis worth significantly more. A lot of 
this has to do with the novelty of the card, 
but its spot on the restricted list has also 
helped bolster its price, 

Hf you can only have one of a certain 
card in your deck, i's probably more worth: 
while to go after it than to try and pick up 
four of an equally rare card. People tend t0 
feel that ifa card is restricted, it's got to be 
‘good. They're usually nght. 

“The restncting of certain cards can have 
4 broad-reaching effect on the prices of 
‘other cards as well ust take a look at what 
happened when Balance was restricted. Sud- 
denly, i became much more difficult to 
build a killer black/white discard deck 
Granted, the discard deck is stil pretty pop- 
tlar, but not as much as it used to be. As a 
result, Fourth Edition Mind Twists have 
‘dropped to the $3-54 range. 

When Fork was added to the restricted 


rs 





{ist ane then removed from the basic se, Is price began to 
soat, Now fetching $15-$25, Fork has became a card that 
everyone wants to have. 


“Pll Take Four, Please” 

Stil, there are some unrestacted cards for which people 
are willing to shell out a helty amount of cash. Due to tts 
Incredibie usefulness in afast tournament deck, Juzam Djinn 
‘commands a healthy sum (§35-S60). The Juzam is less use- 
Tul in a casual deck where speed isn’t as important, but is 
tournament popularity has made it one of the most value 
able cards from Arabian Nights. 

‘Smarty, witha price tag of $3, Chain Lightning s hardly 
‘a card that people go out of their way to acquire for casual 
play. However, In a tournament deck, this Legends common, 
‘can provide added punch to four Lightning Bolts. This pop- 
tlanty within the tournament setting has made Chain Light 
ning a sought-after card, even though I's less versatile than. 
LUghtning Bolt. 

‘Of all the unrestricted cards, perhaps few have found as 
much market actwvty as the 10 dual ands that were scratched 
in Fourth Edition ($10-$20). One of the most important 
aspects of a successful tournament library 1s variety, and 
theee- or four-color decks offer much more variety than 
mono- oF bicolor decks. 

In order for a multicolor deck to work refably, it virtually 
requires some sort of special land, Far superior to Ice Age's 
duals, the onginal dual lands have been highly sought-after 
for tournament play. As fong as there are Type I tourna- 
‘ments, expect these lands to fetch a high pace. 
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Za the Enchaner 


UNTAPPED POTENTIAL 
Card: Ritual of Subsival 
Sat Ice Age 
Current Value: $5-58 
Rarity: Rare 


(Ofte four carda in 
‘ee Age tat screw va 

the mana everyant 

lands produce, Ritual 

‘of Subdual is eal the 

‘mast powerful (infer- 

nal Darkness, Naked 

Singulanty, and Resl- 

ity TMist ara the oth- 

ers) When you play 

he tua, there are na 

ifs, ans or buts about 

4 all ef your oppo 

nent’s lands became 

‘Wath the 

ther cards, there's 2 

‘chanca that your opponent wail stil get some colar mana 
that he can use With the Ritual he gets nothing 

‘And you? Well, you dan't get anything enfher However, 
since you're using greon,thare area mulituda of creatures 
that can provide you with colored mana. Llanawar Elves, 
Fyndhorn Elder, Birds of Paratise, and Eves af Desp Shadow, 
to name a fow. 

‘The Fituals upkeep 1s also much easier to deol with 
than those of other mana serewing enchantments Twa col- 
arlsss, cumulative That's2t No fuse aver finding the ight 
calor oF spenting Ife 

Inthe right deck, tho Ritual of Subdual ean be @ power- 
{ul tool Bont be surprised if you see afew floating around 
2 tournaments 


colorless 





tourney will want to pick up one of each. 

‘With land destruction now a feasible option for Type 
tourneys, equake ($2 50-$3.50) and Thermokarst (§2.25- 
'3) should see some igrilcant activity. Zus Weirding (86- 
$10) 1s another card that could catch on m toumaments. if 
people start loading ther into ther deck, it may find its 
Way onto the restricted ht. this happens, the cara’ value 
issure to go up. 

Which brings us back to the new Magic tournament, 
Enduring Renewal, Jesters Cap, Jester’s Mask, Zurs Weiré- 
ing, and Zuran Orb are the fst ice Age cards to be restricted, 
‘even i itis only for the Type 1.5 tourney. Wil their prces 
hold steady, or will an increased demand for them push 
up their values? 

And are Type | tournaments as we know them 
doomed? Only time will tel for sure. But nght now, the 
future of the Duelist’s Convocation’s longeststanding 
tournament format looks to be in serious jeopardy. 
Magic players and collectors everywhere should watch 
with interest o 








‘i ares sls card th ck ark! nk be at theta 
fond i BBs Ti Bl brs. 














1. Why do you purchase 
ctllectiie card games? 
A)Te play 

28) To collect 

3.0 To pay and colect 

10) Other (pease specty) 


2, How long have you been 
playing card games? 

1A) Less than sx months 
DB} Sx months to one year 
51.0 One tn te years 

Bb) Two years oF more 





3.04, gully or innocent? 

DAyGuthy 

D spienocent 

(Di Q)dertcar, tu raiketo gue 
Kato Kae ane punch 


4. What ebe do you collec” 
(Check all thst app) 

CA Sports cards 

58} Comifentetaimment cards 

BO comics 


‘5 What land of gamer do you 

consider youl?” 

CD A)A hard-core gamer Hey, 
sleep is for wussies—we're 
playing though the crack 
ot dawnt) 

GB) An occasional player ("Free 
ppzza and noting on cable— 
Foi") 

16) Interested in ths now 
phenomenon (7 always 
ed Poker") 

(UD) Just and o curious ce 
‘eats bowing ") 


6. Kode from card games, what 

‘ther fantasy games do you ply? 
(Check al tat app) 

DA)ADKD 

D5 Vompie 


Hey—you with the mana birds! 


Hey... you with the mana birds! 
We wanna know all about you. And since the hidden cameras we installed In your 


bat 





take five minutes outta your day, fl 





oom are on the fitz, we fiqured we'd have you fil out this survey thing So 
is thing out, and feel better for It 


‘And hey—the frst 50 questionnaires we get back will receive a pack of Magi: The 
Gathering ce Age cards and a double pack of Hyborian Gates starter decks! 


oem 
DD) arenwy 

| 8 Other (pease specty) 
DANone 


2. Which, if any, ofthe folowing 

{ads games do you one? 
‘(Cheekall that app) 

DA) Hbonan Gates 

(D8) mummot: Naw World Onder 

1. Magie the Gatheng 

DD) Overrower 

DA) Rage 

DP) Shosowtse 

(DG) Stare: The Newt Geran 

DH Vorpre Te Bere! Sige 

Dp Other (lease spec) 


8, you collet gaming cards, 
how many ears do you owe? 
9) 100 0 500) 

1218) 501 10 1,000 

3.9 1,001 t 1,500 

2.5) 1,501 to 2500 

D BAhecksabot more tan 2:00 


9, What type of card game miter 
‘es you the mos? 

A) Fantasy-bosed 

1.8) Come-based 

2.9) sports tase 

FD) Enteranment-based 


10 Where do you buy your ext 
ames? 
‘(Check al that app) 
IA) Bookstore 
8) Come shoo 
D0) Convenience store 
13 B)Onigstore 
B18 Hobay or gaming tore 
17 Mat orser 
Gp Mas merchant mart, et) 
Gh Supermarket 
9 Trading card store 


11 To what do you attnbute the 

‘ode tchasior ther Republians 

have been demonstrating 

1m Congress? 

(DADE hypno-y rom ortitng 
Demecrae space sation 

Dw cheese 

2. They're Repubicans They 
aivays act weld. 


12 Do you play vdeo games? 
Gave 
DB)No 


13, Hf you answered yes, which 

‘yes of weeo games do you play? 
(Check all hat app) 

DA Famaymnrc 

1B) Acton/adventure 

©) Sports eaiee 

(1D) Cone related 

9 Fighong 


14. Do you own a computer? 

1) Yes— wth CD-ROM 
1D 8) Yes no CD-8OM 
DQNo 





15 you answered yes, which of 
the folloving do you use for? 
DA) Emertanmentigames 
DB) Omine services 

|D ©) School warkihome use 
DD) Business 

1D 8) Other (please specty) 


16. Whereded yu ny te rogaane? 
DA nacomic sore 

51) In ahabby or gaming stor: 
DQ natoystore 

1D) Other (lease weary) 


“17. Wie these oeteng mage 

azines do you read regulary? 
(Checeall that spp) 

DA conure 


=~ WHS 











as WQours 


‘Wes you foe Feo 





©) Dediat 


Di Wheat The Guide to Comes 


18 Would you recommend 
InQuest toa trend? 

DA) Yes 

8)No 


19, With how many frends do 
you share your copy of inQues?™ 
[DayNone 

D8) One 

DQ Two 

(20) Three 

(D2) More (please spec) 


20. Whats proper Mone tigute 

“when you are Channe/Freballec 

‘outafthe game onthe fst turn? 

A) Leaping acinss the tabi, 
Binn your opponent tothe 
‘round, and som pushing 
‘as eyes in with your thumbs 

(C1) Smastung him across the 
head wath your Mog binder, 
‘a, le e's stan 8g 
how many ie countes you 
‘can ar is butt 

(6) Knocking Him back, ting 
on his chest, and forcefeed- 
Ing him six pounds of hors 
laxative Then wating 


‘You're ust about done. All 
‘you gotta do now is fold 
{this thing up, cram itin an 
‘envelope, and ship this 
baby out to: 


ia] 
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WIZARD WORLD is /nQuesr’s new America Online 
area. Designed with gamers in mind, this area has tons 
of great stuff, including contests, price guides, forums, 
and chat areas. There’s even a place to trade Macic: 
THe GATHERING cards. Want to check it out? Sign on to 
America Online and use the keyword “Wizarp.” Or call 
800-754-4400 for network access. 


19199 Wizard Press. WIZARO: THE GUIDE TO COMICS & WIZARD © and INQUEST ™ Wizard Pres. 
AMERICA ONLINE Isa rgisterod service mat of America Online, Inc, MAGIC: THE GATHERING™ Wizards of the Coast, MS/S® 
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GUIDELINES 


WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE INQUEST PRICE GUIDE 
About the Price Guide 


The following collectible card game price quide contains the most 
accurate and up-to-the minute card prices avallable. To make sure the values 
Isted are as timely as possible, we're in constant contact with hundreds of 
felallets and fans throughout the country. Ultimately, though, # card 1s 
Worth whatever you are willing to pay for or what someone is willing 10 
ppay you for it. A value listed for a card in a price quide does not definitively 
state what a card is "worth " 


How to use the InQuest Magic Price Guide 

Its easy, When a card has changed value nce last month’ stn, or when a card 
‘expennang hemy sles yout pce change ita shade bar he care has sen 
‘vag has 2 pink bor Fi has flor sn val, has a bie bar I the card is sing 
Dusky but has ot sen fallen n yale ace the I sting, marked ath eos, 
In the example, the Dark Heart of the Wood has nsen since last month, the Diabolle 
‘Machine hi droped m vlie sce ft month, and the Electr el hasbeen sng ke 
‘ere without expenenng any hatin npc 

A caus have the col: designations o the leo the card name. 
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How to use the InQuest CCG Price Guide 

In ths exaple, Doomtrooper isthe name of the game, Heartbreaker neni: 
ofthe manufac, and Ingusition «the eof the expansion se. adton to the 
pink and bie bas, a green bars used to nskete 8 set that is beng hte or the ist Ce 
rithe picegule A ndatesthata prce was not avalable at this bc 

Rememive,colot bats do not mecate Wheto cid vl nse offal the future, We 
an'ena fortune ler 
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Price Guide Contributors 

GA Baseball Cards Surf, NY, Books Gale in En, Fa Broadway Cams Vai, fa 
(Camera Comes Cars Ford Du tac, Wi, The Cnt shop it Faun, Ak, Dragos at 
In Ausin, Tox, Gare Ait Santa Cuz, Cal, Hansen: Hebles m Wilmette, I Leste Hours 
Hein in Joe, bon & Unicom i Hooves, Al, M&M Sports Cat ee Comes sar 
Rapid rd, Mision Games in Mision, Brith Columbia, Cap, Shnders in Mirek Mina 
Tel and Teac Keay, Ren, WatGamas & Fanasy Metin, ta, Wot Wedd Nat NY 
‘so Uranes to. oul online helpers LCSmilh@vt du, Purphastex Netcom com, 
‘c00522@o0 com, SupuAme@aol com silica erty ed, Park 33 
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Iwas eavesdropping—er, shopping —at a game store 




















Elst weekend when fovereard two grade schoolers ya 
tmesng about anew card gare they'd red about on 

the internet Thay were ready to by, 

but t wast on sale yet. buted in 

and asked how long they thought ook 
E> to pubish s game They scratched ther 

heads, looked at each other, hen si, 

“Uhh a Few wees” 

“Those ds sound lhe game com 

ony executes.” igh Mike Mager 

al designer of Wye the cand gare 

of dung dragons from US. Cames 

Systems and one of st yeas supe 

is "They want a game a month” 

So howlong det realy take? Sched 
ulesvary ofcourse, 

depending on the sil 
ofthe desaner, the eficiency of 
the pine, and the gt ofthe 
fcr vacation fut the story of 
Wyn fat typed itegea 
takes us trough the publiation 
proces, step by step 

Step One: Dreaming up the 
idea, Ths can take forever, but 
Fiogealdhad ahead sa. "got, 
the game mechanics for Wan 
froma card game | vented dr 
ing the 70s. As soon 9s saw 
Mage The Goheing m Augusto 
1993, 1 ew | could use my ot 
once ths new forma.” 

Step Two: Research, Wyn 
features a rater complex seting 
taxed on themyboioges of ze 

of realword caus. Taps tothe bay 
ate up another re months. 

Step Thre: Wing the rues. Since 
‘he already had the concept, Fitzgerald was 
aie to why aut he fda a re 
sont Tefal rat however, osx ments san ang 
sng process” he suas 

Step Four: Pay testing, “tary testing was done by my 


‘ovm ply group, conssting of 16 players It took about a 
‘month to find [independent] play-testers" And he needed 
a steady supaly. “We ony involved a group for two months 
ata te; then we switched to other groups to get as much 
reaction as we could” Pay-tsting could've taken even 


i eae 


longer than itd, but Fkegerald got lucky. “Most play- 
testers were on time * 
‘Step Five: Commissioning artwork Agein, luck was 
With him, "Our ats, Peter Pracowmik, was aeady doing 
workfor U.S, Games, Coniracts were straightforward 
They took about a month to do 
‘Step Six: Printing and packaging. 
‘since US, Games has made so many 
card products, we had very few 
problems during production, We 
simply used the printer U.S. 
(Games hid been Using for years 
to do their tarot decks, Carta Mund.” 
Even 50, it was an arduous process. 
“Prt, we designed the cards in our 
‘own art department, headed ty Ed 
Chua. Then the onginal at and 
text went to MB color separators 
in Alar, NV. They di the fim that went to Carta Mund, 
‘we proofed it thoroughly before it went to Belgium for 
printing, We gota final proof aft of Carta Mund’s presses 
fora quick look before the actual run begat 

Step Seven: Business stuff "in November of 1994, 
Wwe invited all the major dstnbutors to U.S. Games. We 
played the game with them using some press proofs we 
had. We have a full-time art department and marketing 
team that prepares ads forall the US. Games progects; 
this took about twa months [for Wyvern We also se up 
a phone number and a ful-ame person to answer rues 
{questions and set up store demos and tournaments. The 
restof U.S, Games was already there to prowide sales and 
marketing support * 

Total ime? Keep im mind that several of these steps 
‘occured simultaneously. And unkle many fist-time designe 
rs Fitzgerald had the resources of an established company 
at ss dsposal Sal, getng Wer out of his ead and on its 
way tothe stores ook a sold yer 

But Fitzgerald consider ita year well spent. “Seen the 
‘ished product was dream come true.” Now he can turn 
his attention to other proets Alter wrapping up Phoenic 
the first Wyvern expansion, he moves on to Chameleon, 
expansion number tw. Then comes the Hjwem Kingdom 
inser’ guide, 

He also plansto publish three more collectible card gars 
(Cin top secret development", but not anytmesoon. Those 
‘yammeing grade schoolers wil jst have tobe patent, ib 














No secretis forever... Pan 
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